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1 1. T HE Work will make two large Volumes, 
EEE. Folio, each Vol. containing about 160 Sh 
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HE Title Page, before this Specimen, ſhews my Deſign 1 and it is not to 
be doubted, but this Work will promote the Cauſe of Religion, by en- 


the Holy Scriptures; fince thole Parts of the Bible, which are Drfficult 
and O-ſcure and whoſe Interpretation lies, moſtly, concealed in the Learned Lan- 
guages, will, now, be cleared up, in our ows Tongue, and laid open, to the View 
nr one ᷣ K ha 


According to this Specimen, I ſhall, Firſt, produce, at large, the Words of 
Inſpired Authors, | | tow 


* * 


8 


Secondly, L call quote the Chief Commentators, of Pools Synopſes, on every 
Subject, as they are ranged by him. * | 
e If Dana ws fo, By hs 

Thirdly, I ſhall ſet down the Judgment of Antient ._ Hiſtorians, Philo- 
fopbers, Poets,” ' Ge. and teſetve the laſt Place, for Moderns, eſpecially 
Engliſh and French Divines. | 8 2, MT Br 
. 4% 1 8 8 1 „ 4 2 a " | 


1 ſhall, in the Proſecution: of this Work, induſtriouſly, omit as many Hard 
Words, and Learned Phraſes, in the Text, as poſſibly, I can, in regard to the Generality 
of my Readers, for whoſe ſake, chicfly, I am at this Pains. At the ſame Time, 
the Learned will, alſo, find their Account, in it, inaſmuch; as they will be ſaved 
abundance of Study, Labour and Coſt, in ſearching, from many Books, what, 
here, they have an opportunity of ſceing, at one View. 5 


The Fiſt Article being of a General Nature, 1 am in Hopes to be excuſed, 
for enlarging, ſo much, upon it; becauſe, from hence, will be perceiv d, in 


— 9 


? 


what Manner I ſhall treat the other Articles; and becauſe of its great Uſcful- 
® 113 4% / 


But, the Nature, Uſe and Deſign of the Whole, ſhall be, more fully, ſet forth, 
in a General Preface, to it; wherein, I ſhall have Occaſion to remark, on what- 
ever has been done before, in this Way of Writing, and ſhall ſhew, how ſhort it all 
falls of the End propoſed, byme: I ſhall only add, now, that I take little or no Part 
in determining the Reader's: Opinion, in any Thing, but leave him, to compare 
the differing Authors together that, thenge, he may judge and decide, for himſelf, 
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couraging the Reading and by contributing towards the Underſtanding of 
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N the 8 God created the Thien and the earth. 


© the face of the deep: and the Spirit of God moved upon the. face of the 


Waters. 


And God ſaid, Let thete be light: and there was light. 
4 And God faw the light, that it Was n God divided the light from 


the darkneſs. 


+5. Andcalled the light Day, and the darkneſs he called Night: and the evening 


* 


and the morning were the firſt dax. 


2 And the caith was without form, and void, and darkneſs was Sz 


05 the, CR 24710 N. 5 


"+ 44 Gol Mid Ter dere be nel in the nid of che waters and let 


it divide the waters from the waters. | iv A 
7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters, which Sa under 


the firmament, from the waters which were above the ſirmament: an d itſ was ſo. 
8. And God called "hs firmacucut Heaven: and: the: evening and the Foraing 


were the ſecond day. 
9 And God ſaid, Let 2 Funde the oy be gathered rogether unto 


one place, and let the dty- land appear: and it was ſo. 
10 And God called the dry- land Earth, and the gtakering ee ether of the waters 


jd he Seas, and God ſaw that it was good. 
11 And God ſaid, Eet the earth bring fotth graſs, the herb yielding ei and 


the fruit: tree yielding fruit after o_ _ „ ſeed 16 in it ſelf upon the earth: 
and it was ſo © 1 

12 And the earth brought bout gras, * herb yielding ſeed ends kind, hf 
the tree yielding Foul, whoſe, lord Was in it * after his rr aan God ſaw that 
it was good. E Ot Ane 


13 And the evening and the* den d were the third i. 
14 And God ſaid, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven, to divide 


the day from the night: and let them be for diem and for * and for days, 
and years. 70 
- 15 And let them be ber lights 3 ofthe heaven, to give light upon 
the earth: and it was ſo. 

16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the 
leſler light to rule the night: Se made the ſtars alſo. 

17 And God ſet them in the firmament of the heaven, to give light upon tho 
carth. 
"7 18; And to rule over the day, and over the night, and * the light from 


the darkneſs: and God ſaw that it was good. 
19 And the cvening and the morning were the fourth day. 


20 And God ſaid, Let the waters bring forth cently the moving creature 


that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the carth in the open: firmament of 


heaven. 
21 And God created great whales, Fo every "IK creature that moveth, which 


the waters brought forth abundantly after their "> and cvery — fowl | 


after his kind : and. God ſaw that it u. 1 888 
wh 


A SUA n MB N of he; Work? / þ 


22 And God bleſſed them, ſaying, Be dai. and e and fill the waters 
In the ſeas, and let fowl multiply in the * 
23 And the evening and the morning were "the fifth day. 
24 And. God faid, Let the carth bring forth, the living creature after their kind, | 
cart aha, creeping thing and beaſt of. the carth after his Kind: and it was ſo. 


25 And. God made t e heat of the cacth» after his kind, and cattle after their 5 
Sy and every ry 8 * ie ü en EF at ads by kind: 18 God 4 
Pr ET ; 


$@% SS 


the earth. \ 
20 End G00 laid, ny 8 given you every _ bearing feed, which 
it upon the face of all 1 earth, and every tree, in , Which 16 * fruit of a tree 
y ors Hog e to you it, ſhall be for. meat. 
5 nd to evety beaſt of the Ke hy and to every fowl of the air, a and to every 
thing that crecpeth upon the earth, wherein et life, I have ves ercry 
green herb, for meat: and. it Was ſo. rag | 
31. And God ſaw evety thipg, that he. had, made, and behold, is Was ven a0 
And the; e the 8 06 week, the leech days, 1, 
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14. 2060; 3,061 | 3 
The Firfl Day' Y Creation — 
© 9 : 
| - ATABLUS, * that __ Deſign 2 Meſes, in introducing his Hiſtory yatablus. 

of the World, by 4 Mater Beginning, was to have it _confel(s'd that there 4 

Was an Author a aker of the World ; of conſequence; to ſhew, that the ; 


avi was not Eternal, as ſome Phitolophets Habe and, to ptove, that God 
made Something out of Nothing. 70 

' A Lapide, writes,” that by the RAT Bi bins, ks meant, Before all {hin g lat. A Lapide, | 
be ver, and that God did not cteate an Wn beforc this Worl, ;for which interpreta- Lyra. 

tion, he quotes the 1ſt. Chapter of St. ales Goſpel, ver, 1, A Ctowdof Commmenta- pj: 

tors are Gf this qpinion, 2 be the Creation of this Farth, was the Begining of Ainſworth. | 

ime, and unt the Begin mg. of the *Chearion of the Univerſe; of the Pro- 4 
An Ting, of tn Fes 6f Creatures, and of tbe Creation '0 Angels. 3 4 
But M*nothits ſays, that the Hebreto "Dofors maintaih, chat the following patt⸗- | 
culars were created befote the World: VIZ. 2 The Law: Jul men : 1 rac: 
The Throne of God's Majeſty: Jeruſalem : and the, Meſſiah. _ * 

It is remarkable, that 45 word \Elehi#, Which is the Name of Cod, in this nochius | 
vers is 4 plural Mord, and that the Jews, in, vain, hayc attempted to diſprove it. Tus | 

The antient Hebrews, always confeſsd- this Phitality ; and Commentators, with Linbwortk. | 
Reaſon, have conceivd that this Term teſpects the Trinity; and they quote 
e oth Verſe of this Chapter (Where the Hhirit, that moved upon the Waters, is | | 
Jul d the. Hit Elobim) to prove the? Ghoft, to be a Aiſtin &@ Perſon, in the | | 
' Trinity," by ine Strength of this Plutality, of the Word, K g 
Jo thi ſe, it is- worth! the Reader's While, ern” what a famous Fewihh. BS. - | | 
Hut bor ſays, *abont- this word; in his e 6th of Levitienc, as | 2 
quoted by- Hinſworth | it Is Nabbi Simeon Ben r words are ds follow; | 6 
Come, and bebolu the Myſterx of the W Tb are three Grudutions in 
this ward, and get every Gradation 22 fi ngle,” by ſelf: and * 

one -druided- from another. 


; . 3 
| 4 
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Menochius. 


Eſtius. 


Eſtius. 


Fagius. 
D: ulius. 
Vatablus. 
Tirinus. 


Onkelos. 


Grotius. 


Rabbi Solo- 


Vatablus. 


Eſtius. 


Bochartus. 
Molinus. 


Grotius. 


ED out of the Element of Fire, becauſe 


4 2 . 
1 
1 
- SY 
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25 Ves the 4d. be 55 8 855 

Chunus obſerves, that oy works Earth; Deep or A, and Muterr, 1050 
one and the ſame thivg, in this Verſe. He means, as may be gathered from A4. 
nochuus and Eſtiu, that, at the inſtant, wherein theſe things are ſuppoſed to be 
ſpoken of, there was neither Earth-nor Mater in being, properly ſo call'd ; But, 
that theſe rwo things, in their, then, confus'd Situation, conſtituted % Matter, which 
we call Chaor; which being all Fluid, and there being no part of it ſeparated or 
condenled, / it was ttuly 'ſtyled a Deep or Abyſs. Moſes mentions the Darkneſs, 
which ſurrounded the Deep, to raife the Images of its Horror and Confuſion, and 
as a Preface to the firſt Day's Creation. The Scriptural Words, which expreſs this 
Chaos, are, that The Earth was without Form and Void; the different rendrings 
of which two Hebrew words, from ſeveral Languages, into Engliſh, may not be 
unacceptable to the Reader. The literal Tranſlation, is, that the Earth was 4 State of 
Deſolation. and Inanition, The different Tranſlations el (ts Bf 

A Deſart and Empty. Rough and Uncultivated. Empty and Untultivated, | 
Void of Plants and Animals. Amazement, and 1 Beate of F the Sons 
of Men; and void of all Cattle. © The Earth was a Stup TD Ore Reaſon 
of its Vaftneſs and Hacuity. An Horrid and Shamefut Object 92 9 
empty of Inhabitants, and 'confuled. 50 AU, 1. e. yoid of Ocnamicnts, and 
vans Improrements and Houſes.” 
By the Spirit of God, moving upon the fite of the Waters, many of the He- 
brews underſland the common Mind of the Ait; which, by reaſon of its Violence, 
at that time, was call'd The Mind of Cod; as High Hills are call'd the Hills of God, 
and Nineveh was called the City of God, becauſe 'of its largeneſs. This Vina, 
they ſay, was (ent to dry up the Waters. The Chaldee Paraphraſe renders it, 
A Wind ſent from the preſence of Cad. But more learned Men, and almoſt all 
the Fathers, and modern Rabbins, underſtand theſe words of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and interpret, Spirit, to be the Council, Mind and Will of God. But when rhey 
adhere to the word Hic e or Holy Gboſt alone, they give to it an Ache Power, of 


farming the Chaos into Order and Beauty, and they compare its Action to the 


Motion of Birds, _ _ — . Incubation or 3 of Eggs. 


"4 


. . 
$A «4s — i 


” You 10 the 3d. 


' Lit there be Liz bt and there Was Zig bt. Vatablus tells us, that be Shree 
underſtand this command 6f God's, of To Bo 45 the Sun, and that Moſes men- 
tions this Affair, in this place, by Way e of Antiti ipation; * for it is certain, that the 
Sun was not created till the 4th Bay. 

The more Learned affirm, that this. command was tended” to 'produce an 


| obſcure and imperfeet Light, only, the 1ſt Day, which, when the Fun ſhould be 
created, wou'd appear a mel, clear and illuftrious Light. 


Fuller reprimands Junius f or ſaying, that this Lig ht of the ft Day, was form'd 

* Element of Fire was not, at this Time, 
created, and for other Reaſons, mention d by Fuller. pt and Molinus ſay, 
that this iſt Day's Light, Was, in it ſelf, an irregular L. t, but that it was ſcat- 


ter'd uniformly, tro * 4 7, and was e 8 od AIR: out of the 


Water. 
To" e Verſe the 4th. 


Crotins tbus S theſe words of Moſes, And God * the Like that ; it Was 
good, 4. e. whatever were the degrees of Light which was created the, Firſt Day, 
that Light was perfect enough in its kind, and was agreeable to that deſign of 


Light, which God thought neceſlary,, before, the Formation of the Sun. 
0 


There is ſome difficulty in the reſt of this Verſe, which Boc hart from Molina 


accounts for, the beſt of zu. He ſays, that, by God's, dividing the Ligbt from 


the Darkneſs, is meant, that, as the Sun, when it was created. performed Day 
and Night round the World in 24 Hours, ſo, that imperfect᷑ Light, created before 
the Sun, was produced, 1 ry of key | ONO n W by God 
Alcnighty, in that garde Time. A oe 4-1 Ver. 


3 8 i. Ms 
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X 8. rere of the Work, © 5 


Verſe he th. 


And Menochins aus that the Appelation of Day and N. Nhe given, at this, Io 
obſcure and imperfect juncture of Light, was a rule to direct Adam, to call, by the 
lame names, the more perfect — and Durations of Light and Darkneſs, when 
They, and He ſhould be created. Jom ſignifics Day, from the Nature of Hurry 
and Buſineſs ; Lailah ſignifies Night, from the howling of wild Beaſts. 

Vatablus ſays, that out of the Evening and Morning the 'Firſt Day was made ; Vatablus 
and this Account ſeems to end the old Queſtion, about the Precedency of Nigbt 
and Day, and to give it to the former; ro which purpoſe, I ſhall quote a few 
Authorities, from Poo/. 

The Hebrews, the antient Gault and Germays, began their Days, from the Vatablus, 
Even: Heſiod calls Night, the Anticnteſt of the Gods: Thales ſaid, the Night — — 2 
made firſt : Orpheus, in his Verſes, ſays, the Nzght is the Parent F Gods and Menochius. 
Aen. vid. David, PC. 55. v. 18. The Jewiſh Feaſts and e began, a Bochart. 
on the Even; ſo did, e Athenian * Y | | 


' Verſe the Sth, The $ Nord \ Days Creation. 


Vatablus, Druſius, and moſt other Commentators, by the Firmament, under- 
ſtand the diffuſed or extended Body of the Air; beſi des which, ' nothin ng can ſepa- Grotius. 
rate, between rhe upper and lower Waters, Cajetan ſays, that the Hebrews have Cajctan. 
no other word, for Air, but that which is, here, rendred Firmament. The Chal- 
dee Paraphraſe, on the 19th Pſalm, and Kimchi on the 77 Pſalm, are quored 
to this purpoſe: Lyra, Menochius and Tirinus, underſtand all the Terreſtrial Orbs, © 
by the word Firmament : but, this necd only be mention'd : The grand queſtion * 
this Verſe, is, what is meant by the Maters above the Firmament. 

The Hebrews, from a Criticiſm on the word, above, which, alſo, ſignifies, in, ragius. 
within, and in the middle, inferr, that theſe Waters are ſuſtain'd and hang, by 
a miracle, in a Body, at the ſame diſtance, from the Firmament, above, that the 
Sea is placed from the Firmament, below ; and Rabbi Solomon, fond of theſe 
ſtationary Waters, ſays, that the word, in Hebrew, does not, ſo much, import, 
above, tor that might mean any height or diſtance, as it does, immediately over 
and next, in order, to the Firmament; and there, he thinks them placed. 

Lyra ſays, that theſe Waters are a Body of Waters, but, of a more refin'd and Lyra. 
| Celeſtial Nature, than ours, and that they arc placd, immediately, under the Em- 
pyreal Heaven; and Tirinus and Bochart ſay, they are placed there, to intercept 
our view of the Empyreal Heaven, which ſhines with a Light, brighter than the 
Sun, and which ſends forth Rays, too ney. and Refulgent for our. Eyes to 
bear. or behold. 

The Fathers think there is ſuch a Body of- Waters, fill exiſting 5 and Five, g 
Commentators produce theſe Reaſons, for it, out of 9 | 92 

1. From the import of the Original Hebrew word. 5 

2. From the Waters above the Heavens, which are called on, to praiſe God, in 
the P/alms and Canticles, and which cannot be Clouds, becauſe theſe Waters 
are diſtinguiſhed in thoſe places; from Ram and Dew. 

3. Becauſe the Bulk of the waters of the Flood, cou'd come from no other 
Fountain, 

4. In Pſal. 104. v. 3. God is ſaid to lay the Wa of bis Chambers, bn 
the waters, and he Thunders upon many. Waters, Plal. 29. ver. 3 

5. Theſe Waters cannot be Clouds, becauſe the Clouds were not, then, Created. 4 . 

Others, will will underſtand theſe Waters to be nothing but Clouds, which hang 1 
in, or above the Air, Firmament, or Heaven, which three Words they take to; Vatablus. 
mean the ſame thing, and they quote Oſea, Feremiah, and St, Matthew for the Siu. 
Fowls of Heaven, to this purpoſe ; and Grotius quotes Pliny, ſaying, what 1s Fagius, 
more wonder * to bel the Waters, handing 1 in Heaven ? | Druſius. 
Ws + An ors, on this ſi de, arc dumeseu; the nt; ba By are quated, rogerker, 

00 

1. It is not likely, clas Moſes, when he FRE of Wire, . in his Hiſtory of the Henn 
Creation, ſhou'd omit mentioning Rain, of which, both Joſephus and Sibylla 
ſpeak, on the ſame Occaſion, It is laid, the Waters drop or diſtill from Heaven. 

2 K. 21 v. 
3. 


R. Solomon. 
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Aer. 


Pi ſcator. 


Lyra. 


picherellus. 


Vatablus. 
Druſius. 


Fagius. 


order to be done, by his Fiat, in the verſe before it; by ſaying, that God did 


thus, The Fruit. tree with its Fruit, and laden with Fruit. Hence the 


AS PpPECINMEN of the Work. ; 


3. If Moſes had not mention'd Rau, he had omitted one of the greateſt Bleſſings 


of God in the Creation. 


3. Moſes mentions but twoſorts of Waters, and * Clouds are call d Waters, 


Dal. 104. Mun 
4. As every particle of Water, van Water, 75 every par be) ala call 


RAGATCEL, Ls 2405611 911} 


Verſe. the 7th, * 1109 þ 2 
Lyra and Ae account for Moſes's repeating, in this * * God bad 


reduce, on this Day, - thoſe particles and that matter of the on: into, an Actual 


4 


Firmament, Heaven, or expanded Body of Air, which had Kel created. 22 


N by that mes for this rares, the Nep Daun, l vs 
Verſe the 8th. n 


151 
Piſcator writes, That FA R (or Basten 4 as God himſelf F has daher 
now to call it) was not, only, finiſh'd on the 2d. Day, but that the Angels were cre- 
ated, on the ſame day, alſo; becauſe, Heaven i is ſaid to 9 be the Habitation of thoſe 
Holy Beings. 
Lyra accounts ſor Moſes's omitting God's pronouncing this ſecond Days being 
good, as he did all the other Days of the genen, by laying, that the Angels fell, 


on this day... 
Picherellus accounts, mote rationally, for this matter. He ſays, that tho” the 


Separation of the Vaters and the dry Land, be mention'd, as the Work of the 39. 
Day, yet nevertheleſs, this Separation was perform'd, on the zd. Day; and that 


therefore the Pronunciation, v. 10. of this Work's being good, belongs to the 2d. 


Day; ſo that he thinks the 9th, and 1oth. verſes belong to the 2d. Day's work, and 
that the 1 1th, and 12th. verſes, concerning the Fruf#:fication of the Earth belong 


to the 3d. Days work, alone; or elſe, ſays he, the 3d. Days work has two pronoun- 


ciations of being good, and the 2d. Day has none: Nor is this gueſs- work, for he 
proves it by a Figure & common to Moſes, and made uſe of by him, in the 24th. 
5 of this chap. and in the 8th, and 9th, verſes of the 2d. chap. | 


Verſe the gth. The Third Day Creation. 


a God ſaid, let the waters be gatber d &c. Druſius renders this, God bad 
ſaid; for this was done, on the 2d. Day, when the Firmament was ſet between the 
two waters; However, Fagius, very juſtly adds, that, on this Day, the J/aters, 


ander Heaven were, regularly, reduced to their proper Stations, and ſo, made ca- 


pable to poiſe, and balance the Earth. 
A Lapide ſays, that rhe Waters were ſweet at Firſt, and were made ſalt this 


| Day, and confin'd to the Caverns of the Earth and to the Shores of the Sca. 


Bocbart conſigns the Affair of regulating tbe Waters under the Heavens, to 
this Day, becauſe on this Day, the dry Land is order d to appear. | 


Verſe 10. 


The Hebrew A for Earth, fi ide To run, and is ſo called from Cattle 


running on it. 


The word Sea e 4 Fund of Waters. 


Verſes 11, 12, 13. 


Theſe Authors ee theſe words of Moſes, The Fruit. tree N Fruit 
eds, gene- 


rally, and very rationally, affirm, that the Earth was form d in September, becauſe 
all things were ripe at that Time; _ this * N and his Followers main. 


tain 


ASeretux of the Work. 


tain and 


% 


Works of God are perfect. 


As Man was created in a perfect State, and made capable of propagating his Lyra. 


Kind, ſo were the Fruits, and every Prodnt of the Earth, made perfect alſo, 
and beating Sced of their own Kind. Ry Bs a 


Verſes 14, 17, 16, 1), 18, 19: The Fourth Days Creation. 


© Vatablus fays, that both Greeks fand Latins conclude, that the Sw was created Vatablus. 
on the 4th Day; and that Light, Herbs and Trees were created before him, leftPeo- | 


ple ſhould conceive the Sun, to be the cauſe of theſe things, and leſt from hence they 
ſhou'd be induc'd to [4o/atry, and to the Worſhip of him. But the Hebrews will 
have it, that the Sun was created on the 1ſt day, and that Moſes, at the ſetting 
out with his Hiſtory omitted to mention the Creation of the Heavenly Bodies, 
and deſcended forthwith to account for the production of Earthly things, becauſe 
they are more familiar to us, and more known and intelligible ; but, ſay they, 
when this was over, on the fourth day he recollected his Omiſſion, and then 
treated of the Lights and Ornaments of Heaven. | 

If this be true, ſays Vatablus, the Tranſlation muſt not be, God ſaid let there 
be, &c. but God bad ſaid, or has ſaid. | Be this, as it will, it is moſt certain, 
that, from the Sacred Text one cannot poſitively affirm, on what time theſe Lzghts 
of Heaven were created; however, we are ſure they were created within th 
Fourth Day. 


Lyra ſays, that the Subſtance and Matter of theſe Luminaries, was created on Lyra: 


f=ſ# Day, but that it was rude and without Form at that time, and that they were 
finiſh'd on the fourtb Day, and then, firſt,” receivd power to influence and 
to ſhine, .. | 


racles and Prodigies; ſome, mere natural Prognoſtications of good or bad Weatber : 
A third, that they are inſtructors in the Times of planting, ſowing, ſailing, &c. 
others think they are $i2ns only, of Day and Night, Weeks, Months and Tears : 
The Fews underſtand them, to be Signs of Eclipſes and Comets: and, laſtly, there 
are ſome who affirm, that theſe Luminaries are ſet, as Signs, to foretel publick and 
National Calamities and Evils . 


Verſe 20. The Fifth Day's Creation. 
The moving Creature, which bas life, and which the Waters are order'd, in 


this verſe, to produce, in the Yulgar Latin Tranſlation, are call'd Reptiles, or Grotius. 


Creepers. Grotius calls em Swimmers, or Natatiles. Malvenda, Lyra and Vata- {nn Dien 


blur call thoſe Creatures Reptiles, which either have no Feet, or but ſhort Feet. 
' Ludovicus de Dieu quotes Rabbi Solomon, to prove, that the Hebrew Word for 
Reptile ſignifics every Animal, which docs not riſe high above the Earth, as Flies, 


Worms, Mice and all manner of Fiſh, Piſcator and Vutablus tranſlate moving Crea- Piſcator. 


tures, from the literal Hebrew, to be living and animated Reptiles. 
The Authors, cited in the Margin, maintain that Foul were created out of 
Mater; and they offer the following reaſons, to prove, that Fiſh and Foul had the 
ſame Original. 1 | | Sos 56411 rao 

1. Becauſe the Elements of Air and Water which are the Receptacles of thoſe 


Animals, are very much of the ſame Nature; and Grotius calls Air, Mater a Lapide. 


ſubtiliz d. | 


2. Becauſe both thoſe Bodies are, in their own Nature, light, and capable of and 3 


ſubject to Motion, adding that Finns in a Fiſh, are anſwerable to the Nature and 
Deſign of Wings, in a Bird. 2 i r | | Mm 
3. Becauſe many Birds both Fly and Swim. 


4. Becauſe the Motion of both is alike. Vid. Levit. Chap. 11. ver. 20. Ainſworth: 
5. Becauſe they both are Oviparous Animals, or Animals, which produec their: 


'Young from Eggs. * 


r pi. a 


0 


Le Grand excepts the hale, Dolphin and Sea- Calf, who bring forth their young alive. 
C 6. As 


prove from the 324 Chapter of Deuteronomy ; where it is faid, that zle 


Various Au- 


The Sygns, which theſe Lights of Heaven were to exhibit, ſome ſay, ate Mz. mars 


Cajetan, 
Eſtius. 


Bochart. 
Vatablus. 


where Clouds are lodg'd, thoſe Maters above the Frmament. 


AS YEMEN of the Work. 

6. As Fiſh live in the Waters under the Firmament; ſo Birds fly in che As 
Others deny all this, and ſay, that Foul were form'd out of the Earth, 8 
5 Becauſe, Gen. 2. and ver. 19. it is faid, that owt of the Ground God ferm d 

ry Beaſt of the Field, and every Foul of the Ar; and becauſe in this 
realy God bids the Fowl! to fly above the Earth there, where their Reſt and Food 
were to be had, 
2. Becanſe God would have ordered” the Fowl, at the inſtant of theit Creation, 
to fly above the Earth, had he framed them out of Water. 
The Hebrews reconcile. this 20th verſe of the 3ſt: Chapter of Genefis to the 
19th verſe of the zd Chapter, by ſaying, that God fram d the Fowls out ot both 


Elements, vi. out of ſoft Ooze, or Clay, temper d with Mater. 


Bochart. 


Kimhi. 
O ſiander, &c. 


vatablus. 


Ainſworth. 


Fagius. 
Bochart. 
Oliander. &c. 


Lyra. 


Fagius. 
Fagius. 


Menochius. 


Druſius. 


3. Becauſe, in the 23d verſe of this Chapter, Fowls, are, expreſly, — | 


from Reptiles; and bee: withow hh were created our of the uh | 


Verſes the 41; 22, 23. e eee 


B God Almighty Creating great Whales, many Cotmentoens obſerve; An 
Moſes intended the Creation of the largeſt kinds of Animals, beloaging: both ro 
Earth and Sea, viz, Dragons as well as M hales. 

Vatablus makes the word Whales, in general, to ſignify, every eaetby oblong 
Animal, like to Serpents ; but he ſays, that in this verſe, it is GAS to fi 'gnify, 
oblong Creatures of the watry kind alone. | 

Pliny mentions a Whale 600 Foot long, 


Verſes the 24, 25. The /ixth „ Day" 5 oa | 


There is little to be found worth repcating in Poolt's Commentators, on theſe two 
verſes. Many of tliem have recourſe to the“ Figure, mention d v. 9. to prove, that the 
Beaſts, ſpoken of here, were created on the 57h day; and their Controverſy, about 
the word Behemoth, whether, it ſignifies wild or tame Cattle, * but be nam d. 


Verſe the 26 th. 


The opinions, about God's ſay ing, Let us make Man, a are numerous. 

Lyra ſays that God forbcre the accuſtom'd Form of, Let the earth bring forth &c. 
becauſe the Intellactual part of Man, came not to him, in the common way of Cre- 
ation or Generation, but was infus'd into him by God immediately. 

Numberleſs Commeniators and Fathers ſay, that this command of, Let us, or 


Let Man be made, was ſpoken, bythe Tes Perſons of the Godhead, in One ; i. e. 


by the Trinity. 
Some ſay, that theſs words, Let us, were ſpoken by Gad the Father, to God 


the Son. 
Others, that they ware addrefsd to the Angeli. Many think theſe to be the 


words of Moſes and not of God, and that he ſpoke them, in imitation of Princes 


and great Perſonages, who uſe the plural inſtead of the ſengular Number, when they | 
peak of, or from themſelves. I. K. 22. 20. and laſtly, ſome other Authors e, 
that this command was given to the four Elements. . 

Drizſius obſerves, that the ſeventy Interpreters tranſlate theſe words, Let Ws make 
Man, Iwill make Man; and he ſays, that the Hebrews give this for a reaſon of their 
uſing the ſingular word, I. inſtead of the word, vis. leſt Prolomy ſnou d 
conceive a plurality in the Deity. 

Concerning Man's oy made \ wk the Tmage of God, then: are alſo divers 

1NIONS,. bout 4 
ww.” Jeus illuſtrate this fi militude, in the following inſtances. 
r. As the Soul fills and pervades the hole Body, ſo God fills and atuates the 
whole Heaven. 

2. As God is one, bo the Soul i. oe. 


3. Neither 


AS Rer. er Wotlk 


3. Neither God. nor our Souls can be defil'd with bodily D and Stains. 

4. As God; ſo the Soul ſees all . and . neither of them, are ſeen them- 
ſelves. | 

5. Neither God nor the Soul ſteps. - RAe. * 

6. As no Creature is like to God, in mk, or appeatance, lo. noone Man is like ano- 

ther. Others explain this Image, or Similitude, by the following particulars. 


1. In the Immortality of Man's Soul. 2. In Dominion and Power. 3. In Vatablus. | 


Innocence, | Holineſs, and the excellent Gifts and Endowments of his Mind. 4. In 


free Will. 5. In Grace, i and gas de 4 * oy Faculties of Think Tirinus: 


ing and Reaſoning. 
Verſe the 27th. 16 2 


Menochins tdicntes thoſe Male who e that Adam was an Mees 


dite, from theſe words, Male and Female created he them; ; becauſe theſe words, Menochius. 


only intimate, that, the Man and Woman were created, one aſter another, and not 
at the ſame Time. 


2 


 Grotius ſays, that Moſes, makes uſe of a + Figure, in this place, which is common groin, 


ro him, by mentioning Eve before ſhe was created, 


verſe the” 48th. 


Fagins quotes the Antient Hebrews, alibi, that, byche Camas of Burns regius. 


ſing, Matrimony was enjoy nid all Mankind, without any exception, on pain of ha- 

ving no ſoare in the World to come but Fagius himſelf thinks, theſe words were 
ſpoken, in regard only of thoſe Perſons, who gave a ſcope to * D and were 
deſpiſers of the Marriage Bed. 


The common Opinion is, that this Precept was not Obligatory upon al Men. 1 


1. Becaulc it is given to Brutes, who are not capable of underſtanding or a Tirinus. 


a Command, 
2. Chriſt is of a different Opinion from the antient Hebrews. 


' Bockart; 


3. CA Lapide and Thomas Aquinas lay, that this Precept was given to Men, i in ge- A Lapide, 


neral, in order to A and SAS their Species, but * it extended not to 
particular | Perſons. 


Verſes the 29th, zoth. 


Grotius and others imagine, that neither Adum nor his Poſterity made a 25 of 
Animals, for Food, till about the Time of the Flood, when Men became corrupt and 
vicious, in every thing; and to prove this they ſay, that the Herbs and Fruits, —— 
the Deluge were more delicate and nouriſhing, than they are now. 

The Fathers ate generally of this Opinion; thinking that People fed their Sheep, 
in thoſe days, purely to procure Wool and Milk and Cheeſe ; FJ ＋ it muſt not be 
omitted, that they beliey'd likewiſe, that in was made ulc of, in caſe of po: 
| fition and Sickneſs. | 


Aquinas, 


Grotius, 


- Bocharft maintains, that Men fed upon E before the Deluge. { | Bochart, 


1. Becauſe Abel would not have Sactificed any thing to God, which was unlawful 
| for him to ear, or make uſe of, afterwards. ' * 

2. To what purpoſe did he feed Lambs, if they were not to be made Food of? 
3. The diſtinction between clean and wnclean Beaſts, was an idle and ufeleſs 


| diſtinction, had the uſe of the clean been forbid; for nothing was unclean, in a ſtate 


of Nature, not cou 2 — become anclean, but by 4 poſitive Law. L 05 ; 
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R. Cudworth * ſays, that Famblichus has recorded, in his Myſteries, that 
Hermes Triſmegiſtus, and the old Egypt ian Theologers maintain'd, that 
Matter was not ſelf-exiſtent or unbegotten; but, that it was deriv'd from 
the Deity. | wee | | | \ 
Jobuſton, in his Book of Natural M anders, * quotes Hermes's Book calld Divine 
Sermons, for the following Opinion, about the Creation. Infinite Parkneſs was 
ſpread over the Ay and the Maters; and an intelligent and ſublimate Spirit, by 
the Divine. Power, exiſted in the Chaos. An holy Light is immediately darted 
npwards, and all the Elements are gather d together and cſtabliſh'd, below. All, 
the Gods are pleasd with what is done, and they expreſs a Love and Fondneſs of 
the ſeminal Power of Nature. Things undiſtinguiſh d and confus d before, are now 
ſeparated. The light ones riſe upwards; the heavy deſcend, being divided by Fire, 


and left in ſuſpence, where to poſt themſelves, till the foremenrion'd Spirit diſpoſes 


of them. The Heaven is now diſtinguiſh'd into ſever Circles; Gods are, now, 


_ viſible in the forms of many Stars, and in the Szgns that attend them; and a diſtin 


Sanchoni- 
athon. 


Phenicians. 


tecture of the Gods. 


Circumference, (circumſcrib'd in the unbounded Air) is whirl'd about, by the Power 
of the fame Devine Spirit; and all the Gods, which belong to the Circumference, 
are whirl'd about, with it. Every Gad ptoceeds now, to obey the Task, that was 
laid on him, and produces, by his own Power, whatever belongs to his Pro- 
vince; vig. Four footed Beaſts, Fiſh, Reptiles, Volatiles, &c. Laſt of all, Man 
is form d, capable of apprehending and underſtanding the Divine Work and Archi- 


> 


Fuſebins * has preſerv'd'the following Fragment'of Sanchoniathon, tranſlated in- 
to Greck by Philo Biblius; which I ſhall give in the Tranſlation of Mr. Sranleyb. 
The Theology of the Pheniciens aſſerts the Principle of this World, to be a Dark 


| . Air, ot, the Spirit of dark Air, and Chaos, troubled and involved in 


arne; that this was Infinite, and for a long*time, had no Bounds. But the 
Spirit being niov'd with the Love of its own. Principles, there was made a great. 
Mixtion, which was called Love; this was he Beginning of the Production of all 
Things; but the Spirit itſelf had no Generation. From this Connexion of the Spire, 
was begotten Mor,* which ſome call Hime, others Corruption of Watry Miſtion; 


and of this, was made the Secd of al! Creatures, and the Generation of all Things. 


5 


Egyptians. 


Diodorus Siculus * repreſents the Opinion of the Egyptians, concerning the 
Formation, of the World, thus“ When the Univerſe began to exiſt, Heaven 
© and Earth were of one Form and Appearance; but when theſe two were ſe- 
* parated, our Earib took on it the ſame Form, wherein we now behold it. 
, Upon it's firſt coming to a Conſiſtency, there were vaſt Evolutions and Convul- 
* ſions, occaſion d by the Rowlings and Jumblings. of the Earth and Water thro 


'* one.another ; till, at length the watry Particles got into a Body, and made the 


Sea; and the more ſolid Particles produc'd a. ioft. and flimy Earth. When 
the Sun began to harden it, it fermented, in many Places, and produc'd a cor- 
rupt Matter, .cover'd with an Husk or Skin. This Matter, by the Heat of the 
Sun, became impregnate; and by degrees, ripening into a full Growth, burſt 
its Skin, and produc d all forts of Animals, which repleniſh the Earth, fly in the 
Air, and ſwim in the Sca. When the Earth grew hard and ſolid, and became 
incapable of producing Animals, of greater Size, thoſe Animals herded toge- 
ther, in order to propagate their Kind. P7odorus quotes Euripides to ſupport 
the Egyptian Opinion, of the Production of Men and Beaſts from the Earth; 
He himſelt is of the ſame Opinion, and inſtances the Fructification of the River 

Nite, to ſuſtain it. eg e RATES 


c 
c 
c 
Cc 
( 
c 
c 
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* Tnrelletual Syſtem; C. 4. P. 752. * Thaumatographiz Naturalis, Claſſis. 1. Articul. 2. De Præpa- 
rat. Evangel. C. 10. d Hiſtory of Philoſophy. part 1. C. 6. Edit. 3. e Mor, * Lib. 1. | 


A S#xotmrn of the Work. 13 

Mx. Stanley (a) writes, that the Cha/deaps believe that the firſt of all Things is Eter- Te Chan- 
nal, the ſupreme Cod. That God; who is an Intellectual Light or Fire, did not (as their 
Oracles ſay) ſhut up his Fire within his Intellectual Power, but communicated it 
to all Creatures; firſt and immediately to the ft Mind (as the ſame Oracles 
aſſert,) and to all other Eternal, and incorporeal Beings under which notion are 
comprechended a multitude of Gods, Angels, good Demons, and the Souls of 
Men. The next Emanation is the Supramundane Light, an incorporeal, infinite, 
luminous ſpace, in Which the Iutellectual Beings reſide. The Supramundane Light 
kindles the firſt Corporeal Morl, the Empyreumt or Fiery Heaven; which being imme: 
diatcly beneath the Incorporeat Light, is the higheſt, brighteſt and rareſt of Bodies. 
The Empyreum diffuſes itſelf thro the Erher, which is the next Body below it, and is 
Fire, leſs tefin'd than the Empyreum : but that it is Fire, the more condenſed 
Parts thereof, the Sun and Stars, ſufficiently exince. From the Ether, this Fire 
is transmitted to the matetial and ſublanary World; for, tho' the Matter, whereof 
it conſiſts, be not Light, but Darkneſ?, (as are alſo the material or bad Demons,) 
yet this vivificative Fire actuates and gives Life to all its Parts, inſinuating, diffuſing 
itſelf, and penetrating even to the very Center, paſſing from above ( ſays the 
Oracle) to the oppoſite Parr, thro' the Center of the Earth. 

This Account contains the ſubſtance of the Chalduir Oracles, collected by Fran- 
ciſcus Patricius. 3 | 


- Beroſus, quoted by Dr. Cudworth (6b) writes thus: That there was a Time when Beroſu:. 
all was Darkneſs and Water; but Bell (who is interpreted Jupiter) cutting the Dark- 
neſs in the middle, ſeparated the Earth and Heaven from one another, and fo 
fram'd the World: This Beil moreover produced the Stars, the Sun; the Moon, 
and the five Planets, 1 YR ITY 
Plutarch (c) writes, that the great God of the Perſian Magi,Oromazes, was the © 
Principle of Light, that produc'd every thing; and worketh all in all. | 


The following Definition of the Deity, preſervd by Euſebius (4), and extracted Zoroatter: 
from Zoroaſter's Book, called The ſacred Collection of Perſian Monuments, is ſo 
excellent, that it well deſetves to be inſerted here. 

* God is the firſt of all incorruptible Beings, Eternal and Unbegotten: He is 
© not compounded of Parts; there is none like or equal to him, He is the Author 
* of all Good, and entirely diſintereſted; the moſt Excellent of all Excellent Beings, 
| © and the Wiſeſt of all Intelligent Natures 3 the Father of Equity, the Parent of 

good Laws, Self. inſtructed, Sclf-ſufficient, and the firſt Former of Nature, 


Strabo (e) from „ e ſays, that the Ancient Indians allow d, that the World The Ind ang 
had a Beginning, and ſhould have an End; that God was its Maker and Govetnour, 

and that He pervades 'the whole; that all Things had different Beginnings, but thar 

our World was made out of Mater. 21010 7543; 5x . 113 


Dr. Burnet (f) tells us, that the Arabians maintain, that when the great and good Arabian- 
God was about to make the Univerſe, his firſt Work was, to create a large and ſpa- 
cious Table, and then a Quill or Pencil, in order to draw or paint whatever ſhou'd 
happen, from the Beginning, to the End of the World, upon that Table. He next 
created a large Margarite- tone, which, when, with the Eye of his Majeſty, he beheld, it 
was difloly'd into Water, and the Abyſs ſprung from it. This being done, the Air 
was produc d out of the Abyſs; and after that, the Angels and Souls of Men were 
created. In order to the Formation of other Creatures, God created a white Pearl, 
or Union-ſtone ; on which, as ſoon as he had caſt his Eye, it was difloly'd into a 
Liquid, and began to bubble and ferment, to froth and ſend forth Smoak ; upon 
which, he created: ſeven Earths' ot Worlds out of its Froth ; and the Waves and 
Mountains from the ſame Principle; but the Heavens were form'd from the Smoak 
of this Union. ſtone. | 3 bee 11001 | 


ä 


() Hiſtory of che Chaldaic Philoſophy B 1. Se#. 1. C. 2. P. 8. (5) Ex Verſione . Peh hi MY 
(e) Intellect. Syſtetn. C. 4. 312. (Ai) De Iſid. & Oſir. Edit. Parts. Sec the Chevalier Ramſay s 8 57 tho 
Theo.opy of the Ancients. P. 7. (e) Lib. 1. ) Archacolog. Philoſoph. L. 2. G. g. ex Echell. Hiſtor. 
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N. hometans. The ſame Author * reports the Mahometans to be more ridiculous than the (ha. 
| bians, in their Notions about the Creation. They afficta, that Mabomet's Light 
was the firſt Thing, 2 God created; and that he > forms this Light in the ape 
of a Peacock: that God preſetv d the Peacock, in a white and moſt ſplendid Margg- 
rite ſtone, and hung this Bi ird and its Cage upon a beautiful Tree, for about a Thad | 
ſand-ycars; during which Time, it, continually, celebrated the Praiſes of its Maker, 
That Mahomet, at the ſight of this Light, tell, all over, into a very great Sweat ; 
that God created the . #ls out of the Sweat of his Head ; and from the Sea 
Face, his own The, brone, the Table, the 2 ot Pencil, Sun, Moon, Stars, 
eaven, and all that is in it; and, laſtly, that he created the Earth, with all la 
belongs to it, out of the Swear of bis Feet. 
Mons'. D'Herbelot * writes, that the Orthodox Muſſa'men tenaciouſly belie 
| what is writ in Geneſis, that God created the World, in fix Days, and reſted on 25 
| ſeventh. But there are ſome, amongſt them, who are of Opinion, that theſe ſix 
| Days, are ſix thouſand Yeats, conformable to a Tradition, taken from one of the 
|. | Pſalms of David, wherein tis ſaid, hut 4 Day with the Lord ts equivalent to 
a thouſand of our Years. This Notion is founded on an old Jewi/b Tradition, that 
the World ſhall continue ſix thouſand Years z and this ſpace of Time, in w 
| God preſeryes the World, in its proper State, they have taken for a Creation or con- 
| tinual Production. 
There are ſome Doctors amongſt the Muſſalmen, who are ſuſpected to be of the 
; Opinion of thoſe Philoſophers, whom the Arabians call Deherites, i. e. who 
maintain the Eternity of the World: In particular, Averroes, Avicemne, Alfara- 
' bius, and other Followers of Ariſtor is. Ha, à Perſian Poet, Philoſopher, and My- 
| ſtical Divine, ſpeaking of this Matter, ſays thus: Let us divert ourſelves a little, 
| but not engage, tov deep, in this Myſtery, which no Mortal has, bitherto, been 
ab e to unravel by Philoſophy. 

Pietro della Valle * mentions: ſome Mahometans, who call themſelves EH 
Eltabkik, 2. . Men of Truth, and belicve that there is no other God, than the four 
Elements, which, together with the World and all its Viciſſitudes and Changes, 

they aſſert to be Eternal. He mentions & alſo the Zindikites, another Mabometan 
Sect, who maintain, that td in 5 ue is God. ä 


1 Suidas e writes, that a irons Adttibr of - Thuſting or Hetruria, in an Hiſtory 
of his, declares, that God, the Maker of all Things, employ d twelve thouſand Years, 
in the Cteation of the 'Univerfe, and diſtributed all Things into twelve Houſes, as 
he calls them. He ſays, that in the firſt thoufand, Heaven and Earth were created; 
in the fecond, the Firmament, Which he called Heaven, becauſe it was viſible to 
us; the Sea and all the Waters of the Earth, in the third ; the great Luminaries, 
the Sun, Moon, and Stars, in the fourth; the four · footed Beaſt, Fowl, R _—_ 
and every Animal living in the Air, Earth, and Water, in the fifth; and 
the ſixth, By this Account one would imagine that the firſt ſix thouſand > of 
theſe twelve, had paſs'd away before the Creation of Man; and that the Race of 
Mankind, will poſſeſs the Earth, for as long a Space of Time after their Creation, 
as had been taken up, in preparing for their Reception; and that both theſe to- 
gether will make the full Completion of twelve thouſand V ears. 

Kuſter, the "Editor of Suid, has the following Note upon this Paſſage, 
T am ſurpriz d at this Paſſage of Suidat, and wonder where he got it; in all 
probability, it Was from Tome e whoſe'V Vorks arc loſt. 


Molem Dt. Burnet leer a ſhort Accum of bee modern Brachmans, which, - tho 
| ar cha 23 merely Cabaliſtical. ot Allegorieat; may not be unworthy the Readers peruſal. It 
comprehends the Beginning, Progreſſion, and End of the World, by a natural Riſe 
from Nothing, and Termination in Nothing at laſt. The Image or Symbol they 

make uſe of, is a Spider, They» conceive, that an Infinite Spider was the Cauſe of 

; oY all Things; and that this Spider by continually extraQting Matter, out of its own 
Bowels, fram'd firſt, and t then diſpos'd of all Things, in a wondetſul Order. When 


this 

| 2 — ak 
* Axchaeolog. Philos. L,:a..C, 9. ex Libro ane de nens 8 * Bbhotbeque Orientule, 
in the, word Dunia, p. 303. Tom. 3. Pp; 392, apud Beſpier,' Remarks on the preſent State of the Ottoman 
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this was done, they plac'd the Spider at the head of its own Work, making it ſen · 
ſivle. of the leaſt Motion, that ſhould happen therein, and then they gave to it the 
management and government of the whole . At length, when this Spider has 
enjoy'd itlelf long enough, in framing; managing, adorning, and inſpecting this 
Web, they ſay it will remand, into its Bowels, ali, that before it had ſpun out of 
them, even the minuteſt Thread; which being thus recall'd into its ancient Womb, 
all Nature and all created Beings will return to the ſame Nothing, from whence 
they ſprung. 000 oo Wo bos enchoM ts; not! 0 


acknowledge one ſole and ſupteme God, whom they call Viſtnou. They aſſert, that 
his firſt and moſt ancient Production was a ſecondary God, nam'd Brama, whoni. 
the ſupreme God form'd: out of a Flowey, that floated upon the great Deep, be- 
fore the Creation of the World; and that Vino, ' afterwards, on Account of 
Brama's Virtue, Gratitude and Fidelity, gave him Power to create the Univerſe *. 

Mr. Bayle * writes, that the Brachmans of the Country of Coromandel ſay, 

there are many Worlds, at one Time, in many Parts of the Univerſe; and, that 
the ſame World is deſtroy'd and renew'd, in certain Periods of Time ; that our 

Earth begun with the Golden Age, and will be deſtroy'd by Fire; that as all 

Things ſprung from the Boſom of God, j{& All Things will return into it. 

Mr. Bernier b writes, that the Cabaliſtical Indian Philoſophers aſlett, that the 
ſupreme Being, which they call Achar, Immutable and Immoveable, has not only 
produc'd the Souls out of its Subſtance, but alſo whatever is material and corpo- 
real in the Univerſe ; and that their Production was not made in the Way of cf 
ficient Caufes, but as a Spider produces a Cpb-web out of it ſelf, and re. aſſumes 
ir, whenever it pleaſes. Creatzon therefore, ſay they, is only an Extenſion of 
God's own Subſtance ; and, Deſtruct ion, only his re · aſſuming that divine Subſtance 


into himſelf; ſo that the laſt Day of the World, which they call Maper/e or Pra- 


lea in which they believe there will be a general Deſtratiron of all Things, will 
only be a general re aſſuming of what God bad emiued out of himſelf. 


From the Vedam, a ſacted Book among the modern Bramins, it appeats, that they 


13 


There is a Sc& of the Chineſe, call'd Foe Kiao, why bp down, as the Princl- Chineſe. | 


ple and End of all Things, a certain Yacuwm and real Nothingneſs + They ſay, 
our Firſt Parents procceded from that Vacuum, and returnd into it, when they 
died; and that it is fo, with all Men, Who are rgſolv'd into that Principle, by 
Death; thar Men, all the Elements, and all Creatures make Part of that Vacuum 
and that therefore, there is but ane and the ſame Subſtance, which is different in 
all particular Beings, only by Figures and. Qualitics, or an internal Configuration 3 
much like Water, which is [always effentially Water, whether it be turn'd into 
Snow, Hail, Rain, or Ice c. By e „ Mr. Bayle d conceives they 
mean, what the Moderns underſtand . by 15 Word Space, viz. ſuch. Space as is 
diſtinct from Matter, and whoſe indiviſible, unpalpable, penetrable, unmoveable, 
and infinite Extenſſon is ſomething e . 


The Faponeſe Prieſts teach, that the firſt principle of all Things, and of all Be- Japoneſe, 


ings, which compoſe the Univerle, is but one and the ſame Syb/fance; that all 
Things ate God ; and that G% is all Things, in ſugh a Manner, that God and 
all Things that cxift, make” but one and the ſame Being®%. 


ns 


In the Beginning God ctested the Heaven and the Eqrth ; but the Eanh was fh, 
thic 


not, as yet, viſible, by reaſon of a Darkneſs that cover d it. God com- 
minded theſe to be light: which done, upon the View of the Maſs, he ſeparated 
the Light from the Darkneſs ; the latter he calld Night, the former Day; the 


13 


Beginning of which, he call'd Morning, and. the End of it Evening; which two 


” 


Terms compleated the firſt Day. Moſes renders, it ane Day, or 4 Day, and not 


the firſt Day, tor a Reaſon, which ſhall be teſerv d to a particular Treatiſe. 

On the ſecond Day, God made the Heaven and Firmament; he gave it the 
higheſt Place in the Univerſe, divided it from the reſt, encompaſs d it, as it were, 
with Cbryſtal, and temper d the Air with ſuch a Mixture: of Humidity, as might, 


naturally 
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See Abrah. Rogers, of the Religion of the Bramins. Part 2. C 1: Kircher's Sina Illuſtrata, and : the Chevalier 
Ramſay s Piſcoule. on the Mythology of the Ancients, p. 124. | 3 jr Rey Oe f 

* In the Word Brachmans. Vol. I. Engl. Tranſlat. d Suite des Memoires ſur l Etat du Grand Mogol. p. 202. 
Dutch Edir. + Inane. « Bibliotheq. Univerſelle, Tom. 7. p. 406. 4 In Spinoſa. e. 


naturally, reſolve into Showers, for the watering and refreſhing the Earth, td 
make-ir.frnirful, {i ns! . iron bots lhe RAG 
On the third Day, God fix d the Earth, and ſurrounded it with Sea and on 
the ſame Day it brought forth Vegetables, with their Seeds, after their' reſpective 
inds. ils 1 / (11 200104 (av 406 b iin uin ADD 5711 
N On the fourth Day he plac'd the Sun, Moon, and Stars, for an Ornament in 
Heaven, regulating their Motions and Courſes, in ſuch a Manner, as to ſhew the 
Times and Scaſons, end Mm S113 goon d $5405} e Sed n 
On the fifth Day, he created the Fiſb and Birdt; and ſent them forth in Cou- 
ples, in order to propagate their Kinds. 58441 3 err . iet 
Oa the ſixth Day, he created all ſorts of ſour - footed Beaſis Male and Female; 


and at laſt Man; ſo that the whole Creation was compleated in ſix Days. n 801 
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| PHILOSOPHERS. 


Thales. HAL E conceivd Water to be the material Cauſe of all Things, and 
maintain'd that God was the Creator of the World. His Reaſons for 
the former Opinion are as follow, (A). | 


| I. Becauſe natural Seed, the Principle of all living Creatures, is moiſt. 
II. All Kinds of Plants are nouriſh'd- by' Moiſture. 
III. Fire, the Sun, and Stars are nouriſh'd and maintain'd by watry Vapours. 


Anaxihander. Anaximander aſſetted, that infinite Matter is the on! y Cauſe of the Generation 
and Corruption of all Things ; that the Heavens, and infinite Worlds were made 
out of it, by way of Secretion or Szgregation ; that thoſe generative Principles of 
Heat and Cold, that were contained in it from Eternity, being ſegregated, when 

| this World was made, a certain Sphere of Fire firſt aroſe and encompals'd the 
| Air, which ſurrounds the Earth, as Bark doth a Tree; this being afterwards bro- 
ken and divided into ſmaller Spherical Bodies, form'd the Sun, Moon, and Stars. 
(B). That the firſt {Animals were generated in Moiſture, and encompaſsd with 
certain thorny Barks, by which they were defended ; which, after further Growth, 
becoming more dry and cracking, they ifſu'd forth, but livd only a ſhort Time. 
That Men were at firſt generated in the Bellies of Fiſhes, and being there nou- 
riſh'd, till they grew ſtrong, and were able to ſupport themſelyes, they were after- 
wards caſt out upon dry Land. (C). | | 


| h Anax'meness eAnaximenes maintain'd, 1. That Air is the Principle of the Univerſe; 2. That 
| it is God, begotten, immenſe, infinite, ever in Motion *; 3. That thoſe Things, 
which ariſe out of this Air, are finitez 4. That Earth, Water, and Fire were firſt 
begotten, and then all Things beſides, proceeded. from them t. By the Air's be- 
ing God, he underſtands the Faculties of God, penetrating thro? the Elements and 
Bodics. (D). 


| Anaxagotas. Anaxagoras aſſerted, that the material Principle of all Things, is infinite, ſi- 
milar ** Parts of Matter, which are continuous to the Touch, ſuſtaining them- 
ſelves, and not contain d by any other. (E). That God (an infinite, ſelf- moving 
Mind (F), reduc'd all Things to Order, which were, at firſt, confuſedly, mingled 
together. (G). Ly "apes 3 


— 
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(A) Plutarch. de Placitis Philoſophorum. 1. 3. B) Euſeb. de Praeparat. Evangelic. L. 1. p. 1. Pla 
tarch. de Placit. Philoſoph. I. 5. C. 19. be Ciel de __ Deorum. L. 1. + . 2 2 ion 
L. 5 W en RY Part. 2. p. 62. Edit. 4. 18 E) Pla- 
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Archelaus 
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Archelaus afftm . d, that there are two Pritteiples of all Things; one, inco#pg- Archeluus. 
real, viz. the Mind; the other, corporeal, infinite, and diſſimilar, which is the 
wat (rs the Ratefaction of which * n ado Condenlarion, Water: . 

01035119 0 NRW 6 

Socrates aſſerted, that there are tires: Principles of all Things ings 3 Goa, Matter, Socrates. 
and Jara: God is the anivenſal Intellet; Matter, the Subject of Generation and 
Corruption; Idea an incorporcal ney) 58 een of Cod; Cel the Brel. 
r | | 

21 8.620} Rol ROM, 

{ Divdoras plants; that the Prineiples of Things a are. e leaſt indi Bula 
in hr gan infinite, | in n _— LOOP 
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[Archyitas — that the firſt od moſt neiwerſul Cauſe, which moyes ancArchy'as 
Uma, the Farm to the Matter, is fitly. called God; that there are three Princi- 
ples, Cod, Matter and Form; God, the Artificer and Maver; Matter, that which 
is moved; ; and Fm the Art n into the Mat ter v. 

eee tells us; that Plato diam: two 70 fta of all Things, God and Plato. 
Matter God, he calls the Mind and Cauſe 3 and aſſerts Matter to be void of all 
Form in it elf; and infinite; of which every Compound is form'd. + This Matter | 
being diſorderly mov d, God, who prefers Order to Confuſion, gather d it toge- 
ther, and reducd it to Order. To theſe Principles may be added a Third, vis. 
Idea or Eremplur. Plato ſaid, that in framing; this Univerſe, God look d upon 
an Idea; as its Eremplar, and made the World of four entire Elements, Fire, Earth, 
Huter, and Air. In ordet to unite theſe, he made à divine Chain, which, ac- 
cording to the Proportion of Reaſon, makes onc, of it ſelt, and hoſe Things, 
that are united to it. The Marla was made ſpherical; and conſequently two Medi- 
ums were neceſſary to the Conſtitution thereof; ſo that by the Preſcription of 
this Reaſon, Air and Mater are interpos'd betwixt Fire and Earth, that as Fire 
is to Air, ſo is Mater to Earth ; and as Earth is to Water, fo is Mater to Air; 
and as Water is to Air, ſo is Air to Fire. God made the Horid one, conformable 
ro the Idea, which is one, ſelſ . ſufficient, incorruptible, and ſpherical ; and cndu'd 
1 with a Circular ene is proper t the Mind and Wiſdom. (C). 


 Aviſtotle us — habe: are ** Principles of Natural Bodies, Pride, Ariſtct's 
Form, and Matter. Matter and Form ate the conſtitutive Principles; for Bodies 
conſiſt not of Triuation, but accidentally, as it is competent to Matter (D). 
Matter is neither generated, nor corrupted, but is the fitſt infinite Subject of eve 
Thing, nnen it is 1 Gaga d, a into F it Lg at lat, at, rf 
El. f | 5 : 
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Zeno. 


Pythagoras. 


Timaeus the 
Locrian, 


Empedocles. 


4A Sy £cr MEN: of the Work. 


+ Coficething the Gerierarion of Animals hewrites thus. 

16 470 hed four footed Beaſis wee "ever generated out of the Earth, as 
ſome affirm, it may be probably conceived to have been one of theſe two Ways; 
either that they were produc d as Worms out of e or elſe forme in 
certain Eggs, growing but of the Earth. -- 

ens deſcribes the Formation of the World, in this manner: God, in the be- 
ginning, being alone,” converted all Subſtance, (Which in his opinion was 
Fire) firſt into Air, then into Mater; and as the Sced is contain d in the Plant, 
ſo God, the Prolific Reaſon of the World, left ſuch a ſeed in the Moiſture, as 
might afford proper Matter for the Generation of ns — that were to be 

roduc d. ( 4 {4 Bit 

- IL OS GY it, thus: The Univerſe han ſer « on Fire, the middle part 
of it firſt ſettled downwards, then the next Parts were by degrees, quench'd. That 
the Univerſe being wet, the extreme Fire, jon, wh oppos d by — middle part 
ſprung upward, and began the conſtitution e World, che revolution of 
which conſtitution will be perpetual” : 

For as the Parts of every Thing are, at certain * produc'd of Seed; ſo che 
parts of the Univerſe (amongſt which are living Creatures and Plants) are produc'd 
in their Seaſons; and as ſome Reaſons of the Parts are mix d with the Seed, which 
being compos d, ate again diffoly'd ;” ſo of one, are all things made; and again, of 
one is all compounded, by an equal and perpetual Revolution. ( | 

Pythagoras affirm' d, that the Principle of all Things is, Unzty.. From Unity 
aroſe the Dyad, which! is infinite, and ſubject, like e Matter, to Unity, as its 
Cauſe: from Unity and this infinite Dyad, were form'd Numbers; from Num- 
bers, Points; from Points, Lines; from Lines, plain Figures; from theſe, Solids ; 
from ſolids, ſenſible Bodies; of which ate the u Elements, Fire, Air, Water, 
Earth; from theſe was fram'd the World animated, intelligent, and Spherical, 
which contains in the midſt the Earth, 'a globoſe Body and inhabited (). He ſaid 
that God gave the World 2 beginning from Fire, and the fifth Element; that 
Eartb was made of a Cube, Fire of à Pyramid, Air of an Octacare, Water of an 
Icoſtedre, and the H here of the Univerſe of a Dodecacdre. (Ad) + 

There ate two Principles of all things; the Mind of things, effelled according 
to Reafon z Nereſſiy of thoſe, which ate by violence, according to the Powers 
of Bodies. Of — one is of the nature of Good, and is called God, the Prin- 
ciple of the beſt Things: the' conſequent and concauſals are reduce d to Neceſſity. 
For all things are the Offſpting of theſe; Idea, Marrer, Senſibles: the firſt is un- 

nerated, immoveable, permanent, of the Nature of Indentiry, intellectual, the 

exemplar of Things that are made, and immutable. This is Idea, Matter is the 
Print, Mother, Nurſe, and Productrix of third Efence ; for receiving likeneſs 
into itlelf, and bring, as it were, characteriz d by them, it perfects all productions. 
Matter is etetnal, but not immoveable, in form of itſelf, and without figure, but 
receiving all forms. Before Heaven was made, we muff conceive, that there was 
Idea and Matter, and God, the Maker of the better C viz. Idea. ] ſince the elder 
is bettet than the younger, and the orderly than the diſorderly; God being good, 
and ſceing Matter receive Idea, and become totally chang d, yet diſorderly, ſaw 
alſo it was needful to bting it into Order, and from indefinite trans mutations, to 
fix it determinately, that Bodies might have Up e ade and not 


receive promiſcuous Variations. 


Ot all dis Narren de fram'd the World (making ir che Bounds: of the Nas 


ture of Being, fince it comprehends all other Things, ) one only begotten, 

animate and rational, (for theſe are better than inanimate and irrational,) and a Spe- 
rical Body, that being more perfect than any other Figure, Deſigning therefore to 
make the beſt Production, he made this God, generate, not corruptible by any 
cauſe, but by the ſame God only, which oompos d it, if it ſhould pleaſe him at 
any time to diſſolve it. (e) 

Embpedecles maintain'd that there are four Elements ; Fire, Air, Water, Earth; 
and two principal Powers, Amity and Diſcord. Thelc are in an inceſſant Muta. 
tion, whereby there is an eternal Production of Things. He aſſerted that Erber 
Was firſt of all Ae. out of the nen . of ene Ae * Fire, 
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De Generatiane Animal. L. 3. C. ult. (a) Leertivs., Stobaci Eclog. Phyſic. C. 20. (b ) Stobaei Phyſic. C. 20. 
tranſlated by Dr. Cudworth. (c) Su das in Voce Pythagoras. (d) Plutarch de placit.? Philos. 2. 4, & 6. Stobaei 
Phytic. 1. : (e) Timasxs de Anima Mundi & Naturà, Tranflated" ty Mr. Stanley's, Hiſt, of Philolopby Part. 9. 
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and then the Earth; which bring conſtring'd, and, as it were ſqueez d by the 
force of Agitation, ſent forth Mater bubling out of it; from the Evaporation 
of which 2 Air]; and from the Ether was made the Heaven; from Fire, 
. . e 


- Hippaſis aſſerted that Fire is the Principle of all Things; which. are made by Hippaſus. 


Extinction of this Fire; firſt the groſſer part of it being contracted, became Earth, 
then the Earth being looſen'd by the Fire, became Mater; the Mater being ex- 
hald became Aw. () 


— Philolaus of Crötons aid, that all Things were made by Neceſſity and Phils 


Harmony ( 
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: Higpaſut. G 


Parmenides aſſerted that Heat and Cold are the Principles or Elements of all Parmenides 


Things; theſe Elements he called Fire and Earth; one of which hath the Office 
of Maker, the other that of Matter. (n 


SDieno of Elea held, it impoſſible, if there be any Thing, that it can be gene- Zeno of Ela 


rated or made; aſſerting this of God (). He faid, that there are many Worlds, 
and no Vacuum; that the Nature of all Things conſiſts of Hot and Moiſt, Cold 
and Dry, mutually interchanging; that Man was made of Earth, and his Son! 
contemporated of thoſe four _—_ neither of them being predominant. (5 
Teucippus taught that the 

Worlds were made by the Concourſe of Atoms in the Vacuum. () 


Democritus maintain'd that the Principles of all Things are Atoms, infinite in Pemocritus 


Number and Vacuum, infinite in Magnitude. Theſe: Atoms being carried in this 
Space, entangle, or hit againſt one another, or rebound, or ſeparate, or aſſociate 
one with another; by which Concuſſions and Complications all Things were 
made. () | 
and that the World was made by Nature, or Chance. | 
His Account of the Formation of it I ſhall give from the learned Mr. Stanley. (9 
This World ſeems to have been elaborated and molded into the Round Figure, 
by a certain kind of Reaſon, without Bellows, Anvil, or any another Inſtrument. 
Firſt, whereas the Atoms, by an inconſiderate and caſual Motion, were continu- 
ally and ſwiftly carried on, when they began to run in multitudes into this immenſe 
Place, in which the World now is; and faſten upon one another, they preſently be- 
came heaped into one rude and indigeſted Maſs, in which great Things were mingled 
with ſinall, round with corner'd, ſmooth with hook d, others with others, 
Ihen in this confus'd Croud, thoſe, which were the greateſt and moſt heavy, began 


by degrees to ſettle downs and ſuch as were thin, round, ſmall, llippery, theſe in 


the concurrence of others began to be extruded and carried upwards; as in troubled 
Water, until it reſts and grows clear, the Earthy parts ſettle downwards, the Watry, 
as it were, thruſt upwards; but after the impulſive Force, which drove them upward, 
grew languid, nor was there any other Stroke, which might toſs them that way, the 


Atoms themſelves, endeavouring to go down again, met with Obſtacles from others; 


whereupon they flew about with greater Activity to the utmoſt Bounds, as alſo did 
others, which were reverberated by them, and repreſs'd by others, that cloſely fol- 
low'd them; whence was made a mutual Implication, which generated Heaven. 

But thoſe Atoms which were of the ſame Nature, (there being many kinds of them) 
and carried round about in heaps, whilſtthey were thruſt upwards, made the Sun and 
Moon, and other Stars. Theſe were chiefly call'd ſignifying Atoms; thoſe which 
they leſt, as not able to riſe ſo high, produc'd the Air. 1 
At length, of thoſe which ſettled down, the Earth was generated; and ſecing 

there yet remained much Matter in Earth, and that condenſed, by the beating of the 
Winds and Gales from the Stars, that Figuration of it which conſiſted of leaſt Parti- 
cles, was ſqueez d forth, and produc d Moiſture. This being fluid, either run down 
into hollow places, fit to receive and contain it, or ſtanding ſtill, made hollow Re- 
ceptacles for itſelf. And after this manner were the principal Parts of the World 
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Hleraclituss opinion of the Origin, of Things was the ſame with that of lencltu. 


ntverſe conſiſts of Vacuum and Atoms; that the Leucippus. 


jcuriss aſſerts that the Univerſe conſiſts of Body or Atoms, and Vacuum; (u) *picurus. 


(a) Plutarch de placit. Philos. L. 1. c. 3: le) Lars. () Stanley, p. 436. | (8) Plutarch de placit. 
8 2 (h) Laertiun. [i) Ariſtotle de Zenone. (k) Laertivs. . (1) Stanley part 11. p. 452 
of: wt q 


Part. 1 1. p. 463. lu) Laertius, (e) Hiſtory of Philoſophy, part. 13. p. 572, 573. 
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| To fay ſomething of the leſs pricicipal, the Particles as it were of the former Part: 
There ſeems in that firſt Commiſtion to have been made the divers Sceds of gene- 
table and corruptible Things; of which, Compounds of divers Natures were fitſt 
fram'd, and afterwards, in a great degree propagated. , Stones, Metals, and all 
other Minerals were therefore generated within the Body of the Earth at 5 ſame 
time it was form d, becauſe that Maſs was heterogeneous, ot conſiſting of Atoms 
and Seeds of different Natures; and in that the Bulks of Stones did fen {well 
out to the very Superfices. Whereupon Mountains came to be made, and conſe- 
quently Yaſlies and Pluins muſt needs have been between them. 

Soon aftet, about the Mountains and Hills, and in the Valleys and Ficlds, grew ar 


Herbs, Shrubs, Trees, almoſt in the ſame maniicr às Feathers, Hair, Briltles, oy 


the Bodies and Members of Birds and Beaſts. . 

But as concerning Animalt themſelves, it is likely that the Eatth, retaining | 
new genital Seed, brought ont of itſelf ſome little Bubbles, in the likeneſs of th | 
Wombs ; and theſe when they grew mature, (Nature fo compelling) broke and put 
forth young little Creatures. Then the Earth itſelf abounded in a kind of Humour, 
like to Milk, with which Aliment living Creatures were nouriſh'd. _ 

Which Creatures were ſo fram'd, that they had all parts neceſſary for Nutrition, 
and all other Uſes. For as When Nilus forſakes the Fields, and the Earth begins to 
grow dry thro” the heat of the Sun, the Husbandman, turning up the Glebe, finds ſe- 
veral living Creatures, 'part begun, part imperfect and maimed, ſo that in the ſame 
Creature one part lives, the other is mere Earth; in like manner, amongſt thoſe firſt 
efforts of the Earth, beſides the living Creatures perfectly form'd, there were ſome 
produc'd, wanting, Hands, Feet, Mouth, and other Parts; without which there is 
no way to take nouriſhment, or to live long, or to propagate their Kind. 

What I fay of other living Creatures, I hold alſo in Man, that ſome little Bubbles 
and Wombs ſticking to the Roots of the Earth, and warm'd by the Sun, firſt grew 
bigger, and by the Affiſtance of Nature, afforded to Infants ſprung from it a conna- 
tural Moiſture, call'd Mili; and that thoſe thus brought up, and ripen d to Perfecti- 
on, ptopagated Mankind. 

Two things I add; one, that it is by no means to be allow'd what ſome affirm, 
that at that time were produc d Centaurs, Scylla s, Chimera s, and other Monſters, 
conſiſting of Parts of different Kinds. For how in a Centaur, for example, could 
rhe Limbs of a Man and of a Horſe be joyn'd together, when in the third Vear of 
his Age, at which time a Child is hardly Wean d, a Hotſe is in full vigour? and at 
what time a Horſe languiſhes with Age, a Man flouriſhes in the prime of his Youth. 

The other, that in the Earth there were created new living Creatures, .and more 
and greater than now, by more and more vigorous Seeds, and amongſt thoſe, Men 
too; ſo as that Race of Men was more hardy, as conſiſting of greater and more ſolid 
Bones and Nerves z and ſo at laſt the Earth, her Seeds being exhauſted, like a Woman 
too old to bear Children, left off to produce voluntarily ſuch living Creatures. 
Whence it comes to pals, that now Men are no where generated on this faſhion ; 
but both they and other 2 85 and more perfect Animals an * by way of 
Propagation. | Gn ters = 


Ocellus Lucanus is one of f the moſt ancient Aſſerters of tbe Eternity of the World; 
and his Antiquity and Authority are oppos d by Mr. Blownt to that of Moſes. 
His Aſſertions are as follow: * That the Horld is abſolutely uncapable of cither 
Generation or Corruption, of Beginning or End; that it is of itſelf Eternal and 
Ferfect and Permanent for ever; and that the Frame and Parts of the World muſt 
needs be Eternal, as well as the Saane and Matter of the Whole. His Reaſons 
for this Opinion, as Dr. Clarke b obſerves, are very abſurd and ridiculous; particu- 
larly when he ſays, that the World muſt needs be Eternal, without Beginning or 
End, becauſe both its Figure and Motion are a Circle, which bas neither Begin- 
ning nor End. However his whole Book may be reducd to this one Argument; 
viz. That it is a Contradiction to ſuppoſe the Univerſe had a Beginning ; face if 
it had a Beginnin 2 it muſt have been cauſed by ſome other Thing; and then it is 
not the Univerſe. 
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® Letter to Gil don, is Oran of Bind, p. _ raves Pore. | 
F b. 32. Edit. 4. e See the Oacles of Reaſon, p. 417. 4 Ses 
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and 8 by the Oracle, in the derpeſt Secrets, of Nature, diſcover d 9 
that two Things were neceſlary in order to Exiſtence, vi. an Agent and a: Pa. | 
tient, That the Agent muſt be a pure and infinite Mind, more excellent in its in 

Nature, than Knowledge, or Virtue, and ſurpaſſing. the greateſt Good >; and the 1 
| greateſt Agrecable ©: But that the Patient was inanimate, and of it ſelf, incapable i 
of Motion, unleſs mov d, form d and animated by that Mind; by the Agency of . 
which, it became a moſt conſummate and perfect Work. | „„ if 

_. God foreſceing, that a beautiful Copy could not be produt d without a fair Ori- 1 

inal; and that a ſenſible Product could not be made faultleſs, which did not anſwer 4 
dme original. Plan of an intellectual Idea; as. ſoon as he had reſolvd to create - 1 
this viſible World, he fram'd an intellectual Model thereof, in order to form a 1 

material Worſd by the Exemplar of an immaterial one, which might not be un- i 
like himſelf; ordering that the ſenſible Perfetions of the New, ſhould anſwet and 1 
correſpond with the intellectual Ferfections of the Old or Archepyral World 4. | 
Ile is very prolix, about the Ideal Mori; and ſays, that it is a Crime, to con- 4 
fine it to Place, either in Thought or Word. n cin lots do: f 
_ He fays, the Intellectual World is the Word of God ©, which made the World; ö 
which he proves by Man's being made in be Image of Cod; ſor if Man, who | 
is but a Part of the World, be made according to this Image or Iden, why not | 
the whole World ? bs | 185 | 

The Word Beginning, he interprets of this World's Commencement, and | 

8 the Heavens were made before it, as the Scat of viſible and inviſible 9 

sf. as . ei bY ono 751 at li | \ 

God, firſt, created an Ideal and Incorporcal Heaven, and an inviſible Earth, i 

together with the Ideas of Air and Vacuum. The Air he call'd Darkneſs, and | - If 
the Vacuum, the Abyſs. He created Waters, Spirit, and the Eſſence of the Se- [ 
venth Light, which was the inc6rporeal and intellectual Image of the Sun, and all _ 

the Stars, which were to light the Heavens. i 
When the Intellectual World was perfected, which exiſted in the Divine Word +; i 
this ſenſible World firlt began 10 be finiſh'd, according to the Exemplar and Mo- { 
del of the other; and before any Part of it was taken in Hand, he created Hea- | 
ven, as the moſt excellent Part of the Whole; which he call'd the Firmament, as 1 
being corporeal. God employ'd one Day in this Work, and did not call it the | 
firſt Day, but one Day, in. regard to the Unity of the Intellactnal Morld. On the EL | 
Second Day, the Salt- Waters, which were mix'd with the Earth like a Spunge, il 
when its Pores arc full, were collected together, as being hurtful. to the 1 
Growth of Vegetables, and he left the Freſh Mater to mingle with the Earth, 1 
becauſe its glutinous Quality was neceſſary for the Coalition of the Earthy Parti- | 
cles®, | 5 1 

On the Third Day, God caus'd the Earth to appear, and produce all its Ve- ) 1 
getables, in their perfect State, containing in themſelves their ſeveral Seeds l. q 
On the Fourth, he created the Sun, Moon, and Stars. 1 
Philo, on this Head, maintains Fudiciary Aſtrology ß. vane. 41 | 1 
On the Fifib, were created ers ing Animals (for he ſeems to attribute In- | 
mortality to N the Fiſh firſt, then Birds, and Beaſts, &c. 7 | 

On the Sixth Day, God created Man 3 and tho Pb;/o. enlarges much on the 


Alteration, of the; Language here, usd by Moſes, viz. Let us, yet he fays it is i 
gen nes $0. coqpies, top cue ina the Means, of +. 'He decks as de 

God calld in a Coadjutor; and makes the Image of God, wherein Man was 
created, to conſiſt in his Soul alone; on which Subject he Platonizes very | 


+ 


_ The IWorld, and that, which, by another Name is call d the Heavens, by whoſe Play: 
Circumgyration all Things are govern d, ought to be believ d to be a Deity, eter- 


nal, immenſe, ſuch as was never made, and ſhall never be deſtroy'd, (a). | 
"SM | n pts e c eee l 
De Mundi Opificio. Edit. Pariſ. 1640. p. 2. b Taru, . ' © To nadw,  40PÞ. 45 1 
droge rms gin, + . Sip py, Pj. 9.6, pg, | 
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| vlutarch · Ir is beiter for us to follow Plato Tthan Heraclitür]; and loudly to declare, 
| that the Morld was made by Gad. For as the World is the beſt of all Works, 
| | ſo is Cod the beſt of all Cauſes. Nevertheleſs, the Subſtance or Matte? out of 
Which the Morld was made, was not it ſelf made; but always teady at Hand, 
and ſubject to the Artificer, to be order d and diſpos d by him. For the Making 
of the World was not the Production of it out of Nothing, but out of an ante- 
cedent, bad, and diſorderly State, like the Making of an Houſe, Garment or 
Statue. r POT TRI 310TT 5 N n 
There was #nform'd Murter, before this orderly World was made, which Mat- 
ter was not incorporeal, nor anmov'd, nor in animate 3 but Body, diſcompos d and 
ated by a furious and irrational Mover, the Deformity whereof was the Diſhar- 
mony of a Soul in it, devoid of Reaſon. For God neither made Body out of 
that which was No-Body, nor Soul out of No-Sout'; but, as the Muſician, who 
neither makes Voice, nor Motion, does, by ordering of them, "notwithſtanding, 
produce Harmony; ſo God, tho? he neither made the tangible and reſiſtible Sub- 
ſtance of Body, not the phantaſtic and ſelf-moving Power of Soul, yet taking 
both thoſe Principles pre-cxiſting, (the one of which was dark tand obfcure, the 
Other turbulent and irrational,) and otderly diſpoſing and harmonizing of them, 
he did, by that Means, produce this moſt beautiful and perſect Animal of the 
eee 2g6ek £5 0) gn 20s. um e alt IÞ Bel x Gun 


Pltious, Por- Dr. Cadworth (C) writes, that Plotinine, Porphyrius, Famblichus, and Hierocles, 

payrus, ce. Platoniſts,' expreſsly deny'd Matter to have been unimade ; or Proctus, and others, 
ſelf· exiſtent; but they conceiv'd it to have deriv'd its whole Being from the Dejry, 
who is therefore til'd'by Procias, rhe ineſfable Cauſe of Matter -x. | 


Hicrocles, = ZTtefocles t maintain d, that Plato had taught, that the World was produc'd out 
of Nothing; and ſolidly confuted the Platoniſts, who aſſerted that God, work- 
ing from all Eternity, by his Power and Wiſdom, was not able to form a World, 
without the | Concourſe of an increated Matter; in which all Things were vir- 
tually contain'd, and were only reducd into Order by God. Zleroctes anſwers, 
that ſuch a Work of God would not be ſo much a Sign of his Goodneſs, as the 
Effect of a ſuperfluous” Diligence ; for why ſhould he go about to diſpoſe and ſet 
in Order what he has not made? Is not good Order ſufficiently found in this, 
that a Being ſubſiſts eternally of it ſelf? Whateyer happens to ſuch a Being, is 
it not extraneous to its Nature, and conſequently, an ImperfeQion? He concludes 
from hence, that God would have begun his Wotk with an ill Action, by un- 
dettaking to diſpoſſrſs of its Natural State, a Sub/itance, that was increated, as 
well as himſelf, and his own Hiſter. 21 eee ee eee ene 2 | ; 


EST CITI / . — — RE 2. — . 
8 — — r -— ao . ö N . — 6 * 
. 22 5 — . 


Ctalcidius, The Jews grant that Matter is created; and particularly Moſes, the wiſeſt Philo- 
ſopher of that Nation, a Perſon, as is ſaid, inſpit'd with divine Eloquence, in his 
Book concerning the Origin of the World, thus writes, according to the Verſion of 
the Septuagint. In the beginning God created the Heaven and Earth; and the 
Earth was inviſible and without form. Aquila tenders it thus: The firſt of Things 
God made the Heaven and Earth; and the Earth was void and nothing. Or as 
Smmacbus tranſlates it: In the beginning God made the Heaven and Earth; and 
the Harth was A ſuggiſh, confusd and formleſs maſs. But Origen ſays, that the 
Jews aſſur'd him; this Tranſlation is not conformable to the Otiginal ; which runs 
thus: And the Earth was * thro aumiration.d However they all concur in 
this, that Matter was generated; which is the ſenſe of all their Verfions. (/ 
Upon this Paſſage of Chalcidius the great Dr. Stilling fleet (E) writes thus: We 
find, by the teſtimony of Chalcidius, an univerſal Conſent, as to the Production of 
the univerſal corporeal Matter by God. But this fame Author afterwards tells 
us, that by Heaven and Earth in the firſt verſe of Geneſes, we are not to underſtand 
the viſible Heavens and Earth; for, ſayshe, the Heudbens, which are called the Fir- 
mament, were created after; and on the third Day, when the Waters were ſepara- 
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(B) Plutarch's Diſcourſe on the P atonic Pſychogonia, tranſlated by Dr. Cudworth, Intellectua Syſtem, Ch. 4. p. 
197. 215. (C) C. 4. p. 752. * *Afjyr ? Aris & Yar, + Phot:i Bibliothec. Cod. 251. P. 1380. 
Spe Bayle in the Word Hierocles. * Inanis & nihil. d Stupida quidam erat admirationc. (D) Cha- 
extius in Timzum, p. 372. (E) Origines ſacræ. L. 3. c. 2 p. 442. Edit. 3. | 


WS EH Ex bf the Work: 23 


tea, the dry Land appeared, which was called Earth. And therefore by the Hea- ak 
vens he underſtands an Incorporeal Nathre,* and by the Earth the Primigenial 
Matter. And this, ſays he, appears by the following words; The Earth pas inviſi- 
ble and without Form; i. e. this inco re it was brought into * 


rporeal Matter, 
by the Power and Wiſdom of Got, remaimd a rude and indigeſted Lump ; and that N 
which is ſo, might well be called inviſible and without Form. And thexefoxe it is 1 
called Void and Nothing: becauſe of its capacity of receiving all Forms, and having f 
none of its own. Symmachus calls it ſluggiſh and indigeſted , the formet, becauſe of 1 
its Inability to produce any thing of itſelf ; the latter, becauſe it wanted a divine 0 
Power to bring it into due Order. That Stwpidzty and Auamiration, which Origen 
attributes to it, he conceives to relate to the Majeſty of God, who was the Orderer 


and Contriver of it. Thus we ſee, according to Moſes, that the ft Matter of the i 
Morld was produced by Cod; which is largely proy'd by Origen againſt the Marcion- ; 
its, (a fragment of which Work is extant in his Philocgha c. 24.) and by Tertul- | 2 
lian againſt Hermogenes and others, who from the Opinion of the prae-exiſtence of 
Matter, are calld Materiaris... .. } ads. 1| 
ao bar atom zung 3 "uw, 7 | 

If Grammaticus here mein the Lawgiver of the' Fews, writing thus; In the Simplicius. N 
beginning God made Heaven and Earth; and the Earth was inviſible and unadorn d, l 
and Darkneſs was upon the Deep," and the Spirit of God mov'd upon the Mater: þ 


and then afterwards, when he had made Light, and ſeparated the Light from the Dark- 
neſs, adding; And God called the Light Day, und the Darkneſs Night ; and the 
Evening and the Morning wete the firſt Day: I ſay, if Grammaticus think this to 
have been the firſ# Generation and Begi 


' Beginning'of Time, I would have him to know, y 
that all _ is but a fabulous Tradition, and wholly drawn from Epyptian ö 
Fables. ( ) ; . _ i 0 h 6 | o_ : 
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Rybeus, as we ate told by Dr. Burnet ®, aſſetted that the Univerſe was form'd Orplieus 
out of Etber, and the Earth out of Chaos. Concerning which we have \ 


the following Extracts from his Writings, in Suidas® : In the Beginning of 4 
Things the Ether was firſt created and diſpos d by God; next to this, the Chaos 
was diffus'd; whilſt an impenetrable Darkneſs cover d all Things, that were un- 
der the Ether. Syrianus <alſo ſays, that Ether and Chaos were accounted the firſt 
Principles by Orpheus. Simplicius d adds another Principle, viz, Time, the Mea- 
ſure of every Generation; writing thus: Aſter the one N all Things 
which, according to Orpheus, ig Time, (the Meaſure of the fabulous Generation 
of the Gotls ) he ſays, that Ether and 4 vaſt Chaos were producd. By this 
one might imagine, that, Orpheus held that Erber and Chaos were co-eval z but 
Dr. Burnet cannot aſſent to that Opinion; and tells us, that amongſt the an- 
cicnt and modern Authors, who have dcliverd the Opinions of the Ancients, 
the Univerſe is often confounded with this ſ#blunary World or Earth ; and what 
relates to one diſtinctly, is refer d to the other, or to bath, .promiſcuouſly. From 
the Etber were form'd the Heavens; from Chaos this Sublunary World or Earth 
of. ours, and other Worlds like it, at the Diſtance of many Ages. . @ 1 
But ſome inaccurate Authors have confounded together theſe Things, which | 
ſhould have been treated ſeparately, as well with Regard to the Matter as to 
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the Zime *," ;r 

® Incorpoream Naturam, u. d inanis & nihil. © otioſa & indigeſta. (F) Simplicivs in | 

Atriftotel. phyſic. L..8. fol. 268. * Archacolog. philoſophick. L. 1. C. 9. bIn voce Orpheus, & apud Cedren. 

p. 57. ex Timotheo & Proclo in Timaeum. p. 117. © In Ariflor, Metaphys. C. 2, *In lib, 4- | 4 

Pur. arg.  Archacol, Philos, loco ſupra citato. PRE 
At 


Heſiod, 


Sibyll, 


A 8 FE C1 
£> ©» VY © 'S N . N bt 1 "Ws, FX 4 0 : 
Ae fitft A all Things ws in one na aur. I. ase d n 


Nn 50 2767 oo ts nen 
Orea, the Source of Goda, nas. . oo Yi A wont. 1 3 
The Otean, whence all Things OPEN receive; Eng. 1548 


Dr. Cudworth * tells us, that the Meaning of dee is that as tnfttior Cod 


or Stars, together with whole viſible Warld; Had a ad: 9 and | 
were, ar fit, made e 
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; ' Chaos; the Firſt of all Things, did exiſt; VO NAD en 
And after Her, the wide-extended Sers, 1 ct. ae; ry 
Where all the Gods, -in e 

love the ſnowy I of hi 5 N NOI 5 

Or who poſſeſs the 28 e Hell, "i ** Og ce 5 

Deep ſunk, within the Bowels of the Barth! 0 oxy eee he 3 
Next Love, the Faireſt of immortal Beings, 24 RY __— 
Who ſooths the Cares of anxious Gods and , = 
Tag their. pu Paſſions, and lets Reaſon ſway; a 51307 aan) 16 
_* Chaos was Parent of eternal Night; Winne 
And. from her ſprung the Regions dark of Hell: 5 
Theſe ſhe conceiv d of N ſhe. was deliverd, 

And Love and. Fre Martiage joyn d. 8 420 

ut from the Womb of . th, her kindred aum Ie FA 
Out-roſe, and ſhone, adorn'd with beilluns Fark N 27 Nl 
And circumſcrib' d her Mother all around, 
And was the Manſion of immortal Gods. 

Moreo er, the Earth uprais d the Mountains high, 
And ſunk deep Caves, for Goddeſſes and Nymphs, 
Wuo love the ſhrubby Mountains; fafe Retreat! {| 
The Farth, befides, with vaſt Convulſions preſs d, 
Brought forth the Sea, devoid of r 
And Waters divers, unenſdte dib Late 

But when with HeavV'n the Earth enfolded lay, 
ag: the Orvath wor: its ue r deep +. 


* 
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Aken, — e e ; thar Heth, veel 80 
ttoducd Love, as the ſupreme Deity, & , that beſides Matter, there 

is another Cauſe or Principle, which is the Original of Motion and Activity, and 
which hotds all Tags rogrther : Barat Tous prior to Chaes, may be judg d 
aſterwrards.  $13W Wi 1 
The Door tells us, Ae ee * Paſſage, ſeems to intimate, that 
Love, as an active Principle; is not to be feppes to ſpring from Chaos, but ra- 
ther to be, in Order of Nature, before it; and therefore, by this Love, is necel- 


ſaxily meant the Dey. - (13 BP Oi KU 

# Intarch. © rematks pen ehe Eirſt of theſe Verſes, thar the ancient Philoſophers 

call'd Water, Chaos, from its Diffafion®* | 
The Sthotiaſt of , 4. nuubicg e to prove; that. the Chavs, 

whereob all Things, according to were made, was Water ; which ſet- 

tling own W 5 and this ime" was condem d into ſolid Earth o. . 


What is to 8 fowid uur the Sibplline Oracles, FRY Anixle is ſcarce worth 
inſerting = the Author of them ſeems only to have pur Moſes into Verſe, with- 
out much Beauty or any Novelty.” Speaking SF els Eremtiog; he fays; Let it 
be done, and it was done; conſigning every Creature to its proper Element; and 
aſſerting, that God made Man a beautcous Being, becauſe he made him like him- 
ſelf ; adding, that he gave him a pleaſant Garden for his Employment and Diver- 
ſion”: that Eve was taken out of hs Side; and that the * "oY d . 
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. . Apud Gretinm de Veritat: Religionis Chriſtiane. L.1. in Notis. * Bled 8 e + Thema: 
V. 116, &c. d C. 3. p. 122. < Igris an Agra utilio;. Sec Stanley, Part. 1. C. 6, naa rw xe. 


« Sqanley ib. dem. ; 


tho 4 eagle 3 "the Rs. þ 


» Off n. * 0A +l 
| Chart, uns (id, before, all: Gods exiſted; 9% bi oro wot 
Pirſt all was "Chaos, one confuſed Heap ; Rob bac nue woll 
Darkneſs, cnwrapt dhe dilagreoing; Deep ß 
In a mixt Croud, the jumpling Aa, were 
Nor Earth, nor Arr, nor Heaven did appear: i mylar 
Till on this horrid, vaſt Abyſs of Things, F'yns 19) 
' Night pregnant, ſpreading oft; her gloomy n 0 
Laid the firf# Egg ; whence, after, Lime s due Courſe, . - 
Love iſſu d SY the World's;prolific Source! 1 
Adorn'd with golden Wings; Thich flutt ring oer 
Dark Chaos, gender d all the, e * 40 vi 
Of Animals and Gods. 3 kn tua 421 ol 40401 
This Fragment of Ariſtophanes's res a} the + Bide. is 11 by Lucian t and 
| Saidas; and tranſlated by. Dr, Cudivorth (a) a); who concieves it to be a piece of the 
old Athieſtic Cabala, which he explains 9 : That Chaos or Matter confuſedly 
mov d was the Origiuel of all; and that Things roſe hence gradually from leſs to 
greater Perfection; fipſt, inanimate Things, as the Elements, Heaven, Earth and 
Seas; then Brute als; after wards Men; and laſt of all the Gods. ; 


*d, 


8 


Simmigs Rhodius, as we "ad hack tranſlated by Dr. Cultuorth (6), in Va Wing ings* 
has made an Hymn, in honour of Love, that is Ka to all * ods and a 
Principle in the Univerſe; which is to this purpoſe· 


I'm not that wanton Boy, Hf a 
The Sea · froth God deſs only Joy; 
Pure Heavenly Love, Im call'd, and my 
Soft Magic Chains, not Tron Bands faſt rye 
Heav'n, Earth, and Seas. The Gods themſelves do e | 
Stoop to my Laws. "Tay whole World nes to my TOY: 
One Figure, fit, to Herta 8d Barth Was common z 
But when thoſe two were ſeparate, and receiv'd / == 
The comely Form, in which each now appears, | | 
Strait were the various Animals produce cd... 
That fly aloft, and deck the arched Air, 5 
Or tread the Ground, ot ſtock the the boundleſs Sea an 
Trees next they form 'd, and, Lord of all Things,” Man O 


Of Slime the Earth was 25 Fl ihe dr ck i ob 


| e Tartarino, 7 
| Nun, par Imber & Ignis, Spiritus & gravi, n 1 
Quaegz Freto, raya, coeruleo. Cortina, receptat; ET ak 
| Quos omnes Erebo Perbibent Nocke creatos. _ E 5 


A manly Nymph; from Warer, firſt, aroſe, a c end 
Which mix d with Tartar, did her Frame Sele pay 0007 er 
The Ferment, once commenc'd,” the Work ak OY e 
The Nymph and the four Elements' were one. „ rn DL - TEAM 
From her the Fowls, the Fiſh; the Beaſts ariſe, ' OO TEE 
And all beneath the circle of the Skies «ht 
And theſe, and all Things elſe, their Beings owe | e pat 
To Erebus noctutnal Womb belo - . 
- 1191-02030 M TA6LONOD, £17'% 512 $13 Hin moin 
ou W__— mT WT TIY7 * rin 
2 Apud Grorium de Veritate Religion. Chrid. L. 1. in Notis ad C. 16. mo 391 3OuT 
+ In Philopatride, (e) Intelle& Syſtem. C. 3. p. 140, K. (6) C. J. p.132. (6) i; ddl, quoted by 
Diodorns Siculus. L. 1. (d) A utic. L. 4. 
* I take Liberty to tranſlate thelg obſcure and dark Lines of Eunias, Scr de aner Sentiments of them; 
and I have printed the Original, to 2 ta form his Judgment Fans og .Columna and Merula, 
the two Editors of Ennius, Varro, Probus, Scaliger, — Ne — Tos nu bp u ity Palos and they all, 
om a 


— 4 2a 


except Probus, conclude Paluda to ſignify Armed, „ Coat > Tarcarinns to come 
from Tartarwm, which i in common Engliſh 'call'd: Tutrar n — l in his Lection of Palud,; but I 


let it paſs Paluda, not knowing but that Enniu, defign'd it fer an Adjective from Falus, a Lake or Fenn: be that, as 
it will, I muſt conclude that the Poet meant Harry; becauſe he is here Philoſophizing upcn the Creation; it being more 
likely, that the four Element, mention d in the ſecond Verſe, were form'd out of a Warry and Tarrarine Nymph, or out 
of Water and Tartar, than from an horrid, at med, and Helliſh Monſter of a Woman. 

N. B. Merula ſays, that neither Varro, nor Probus, bre any Periva an, underſtand Ennius's meaning 
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The lurking parts of §. 


Becauſe their Seeds were all too light to lie 


1:78 Si 0 1 M} EN: of the Work. | 


Now next Ill fi ing — movin In were h pl. 10 
How toſt to Order, ftw br d 1 Wore! DIL) ei ee 
How Sun and Moon b&gin! Wit Mead Force 2 * 
Mark d out their Walk, whit kes bern keep e 
For ſire unthinking Seeds did ber Ein ches how = 5 
Themſelves by Counſct nor their Ofter "I pu: 1 15 er | 
Nor any CompaQts made, how each ae, 80 Is = oy 
But from Eternal hrs he Vacuum ſtrove A As» ly 
By their own Weight, of enero does, * a : SY. 
All Motions try'd, ts) find the beſt ot thoſe; ee Bees 
All Unions tos; if by their vations P,, 
They could compoſe new Beings any ways? 8 
Thus long they whirl'd, moſt ſorts of Motion Pa: TS 


Moſt forts of Union too, they joyn 8 eau 2 
In ſuch convenient Order, whetice k 2980 Arn be 9 3 wot 
The Sea, the Heay'n and Earth, and Beaſts ene, ry my Ze Y 


But yet no glittering Sun, no rwinKling” Star, 
No Heaven, no roaring Sea, no Eatth, no Air, 

Or any thing like theſe did then appear. y 
Bur a vaſt Heap and from this ih ty Maſs 
Each part retir'd, and, took his p 
 Agreeing feeds combin'd, each be tie te ey H 


fil 


- . 1 N 
O afl e£ b 


And ſought his Ike, and fo the Pranſe began,” 
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From diſagreeing Seeds the World did rife, 

Becauſe their various Motions, Weight and. Size, /-. 

And Figure, would not let them, all combine. 2 21 þ 

And lye together, not friendly motions. Joya; 1 

Thus Skies, and thus, the Sun did. raiſe his head, {17 

Thus Stars, and Seas 9're proper places Iprcadc. 
For firll, the Kane parts, a heavy; Mas, e 03 ge 

And cloſely twin'd, poſſeſt the middle place; 

Now as theſe.oheavy: parts combin'd;; more cloſe). | 

Deſcending ſtill they yext with conſtant blows) s 

, of Stats and Skies os of 
And Sun, and ſqueez'd them out and made them riſm 
Becauſe thoſe Sceds are ſubtle, More rein d. 


And round, and ſwagoth, and of & leſſet king 


Than thoſe of Earth, and ſo can freely * dnn 71 
The ſubtle Pores of the deſcending Maſs. GN th . 
And thus the parts of Heavn did ff retire, © 0 
And bore up with them num raus Seeds Fire. n 

As when the Sun being his early Race, Sh ita 
And views the joyful Earth with, uthiog Fats, © . 
And quaffs the Peatly Dew ſpiead: oer the Gras,, 
From Earth he draws ſome Miſts * with buſy Beams 1 
From wandring Waters ſome, and unning Streamoss 
Theſe thin, theſe ſubtle: Miſts; hen raisd on „ 0% mod 
And joyn'd above, ſpread: Cloudy d xt. all che __- 0 1241 4001 
Juſt ſo the Parts of Heavin did upward move, 2 
And ſubtle Æther thug oombin d above 
And vaſtly wide, and ſpread Oer every place, gen lis bn 
Contains che reſt within her kind: Eeubracea 412 BU 
Thus Heay'n : then roſe the Moon, and Stats, aud or 
Which thro* the Sky with conſtant Motions run; 
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In Earth, not light enough to riſe on high, |. 5 
And paſs the utmoſt Limits of the SKN 3 Fs 8 1 
But plac d between them both, the midſt n 107 8 4 
Certain, but moving Portions of the — 2 . . re ot 


| I's G 
Juſt as ih Man, ſome parts refuſe” to ceaſe .. * a 
From motion, ſome fill lic diflolv'd-i in Fele. I eee 2: * do)dw ue 
i614; . enen * 
N 200 * k * 1 a * agto! ; 100 * 1 we 4% $09] ee. 1412 * 22 on 41507] 
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me Things mird the heaxier parts; HCA 5 | 
| | Sank farther n [1 mon 206 
1 For flowing Ceca — nodes hace 7 N en cdl 

And as by conſtant Blowa the vigetous Sus»»s 
Did ſtrike the upptit Bunts, and preſb them down 25 a 
More Moiſture role, and than did \Streams' increaſe rt. 
More Parts e till uses d out, and ſ well the Senn; 3 geit i 31 
More ther then, of Air hore: Parte did riſee 
And born onchigh, thete thickened in e b 07) 17 
The Moungains rais d theit Heads, the humble Field 
Sank low, the ſtubborn Stones refugd to yield ; 

The Rocks did proudly ſtill their. height tains, 

Nor could all fink i K Gina n. ehe, 

Thus Earth 4 fit 13 ae an thu did fall r ned 1 | | 
The loweſt, as the, Seditfient of a 2 Ry : 9 
Thente Scas, thence All, chence e every Mgt 3 0 | 
Diſtinct from others, took. ifs proper place: ee ee | 
All Fluids and al! diffetentiy light; e e | 
And therefore reach'd the leſs or greater VR „ K+ 1 
Firſt then green Herbs and Flowers ſhe firſt did yield, .;_ 4} x 
Aa a gaydy Green oct all the Field. ah — 7 | 

And next, the Tree with Ipreading Branches ſhoots, | | 
But cloſely fix d, and bound with ſteddy Roots. 8 f 
As briſtles, hair, ahd pfumes, are fitſi deſi ud eee | 
O'er Limbs of Beaſts, and dt the Winged Lind; 15 | 
So new-born Earth with Herbs and Ni | 
And then by various ways bore Beaſt and Man; 95) b, 
For Heav'n, tis certalty, did! not faſhion all, WD 
Then let the various Creathres 'doWh ds fall, 1 N 
Nor Seas produce an Barthiy A nnn o 4 8 | * 
And therefore Parent. Katttit doth ben N 
The name of Mother, ſinee all Töfe froth Re: x aft Brod, | | 
She now bears Animals; When foftting' Dew © 1 | 
Deſcends, when Sun ſends Heat ſhe beatsa thouſand new? 
Well, who can wonder then, if then nr bore 
Far ſtronger bulky" Animas; and more, 

When both were young when rin in Nature's a | 
A luſty Bridegroom he, and ſhe the Bride? = . 1 | 
The firſt of Animals, ith Spring,. 8 . 4 
The feather d Kind peep'd forth, Flap Ftheir 9 Bod 
As even now, our tender Inſeas —_—_——zz” 
To break their Bags, get forth, ant eat) and live. 8 = 
Next Beaſts and thoughtful Man reeeivdtheir Birth, 

For then much vital Heat in Mothet Earth, 

Much Moiſture. lay; and where fit plact was found, ee e 
There Wombs weren form, and faftned iy the prone ie one ray we 
In theſe the yet imperſecs Embryo's | ey I 
Thro' theſe, when grown- mature, th 2 their \ 
Broke forth from Niglit/ and (aw the cyeerful Day: = 
Then Nature faſhion'd for the Infants nſe | No 
Small Breaſts in Earth, and ird with milky: jakce, | 
Such as in Women's briefe now provides | 
For future Infapts; thicket Natute guides 
The chiefeſt p 3 and thete they meet 
Fit Ferment, 4 ere they of gov 6w both white and ſweet : _ OE 
Earth gave the Infants „thin Miſts were ſpread | 2 
For Cloaths, the graflff Meadows gave a Bed. a 

edned bos "Book g. , Crebh,” 7 20 
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2 fecret Seed of Nature's Frame — e Virgil, 
- How Seas, and Earth, and Air, ang. actiye dene, nig 20. 
Fell thro” the mighty Void; and in their Fall 40's ants 70 
Were blindly gather d in this goodly Ball., | 
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Manilius, 
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The tender Joil then Niffning: by degrees,” 1 625! gu a 
Shut from bounded Earth, the bounding Seas," 18111 Sgt 
Then Earth add Ocean vatious Forms diſdole3” 112 inen 101 
And a new Sun to the new World aroſe: | $3 "9 ow 1 * 
And Miſts condens d to Clouds obſcute the "I 201 9411 05 
And Clouds diſſoivd the thixſty er. ; 441:ftio M 770 "4p 
The riſing Trees the lofty, Mountains Wes * t 1 q oy f 


The lofty Mountains feed the favage Race, 
Vet few, and Strangers: in th! uppeopled ee 10 
i nel o07 e het . 


1 0 be. 
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For God the whole ae Maſs . „ 
Thro' Heay'n, and Earth, and Ocean's depth he 74 SW 
His Influence round, and kindles as he goes. 

Hence Flocks, and Herds, and Men, and Beaſts, and ben 
With Breath ate quicken d; and attract their Souls? 
Hence take the Forms his Preſcience did ordain. 
And into him at length reſolve again. , 5515717 1 
No room is left for Death, they mount the Sky, 1 


And to their 'own ke, Planets fly. 


1 e B. 4 4 324. e 22 
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Know firſt, that . and Earth's mand. Frame, - 
And flowing Waters, and;.the Starry Flame, R340 7 
And both the radiant Lights, one Common Soul 
Inſpires and feeds, and animates the Whole. * 
This active Mind infus d through all the Space, 
Unites and mingles with the mighty Mass. 
Hence Men and Beaſts the Breath of Life obtain? 
And Birds of Air, and, Monſters of the Maio, [. 230) 
Th” Etherial Vigour is in all the ſame, 
And every Soul is fild,. with equal Flame: 
As much as Earthy Limbs, and groſs Allay 
Of Mortal 3 ſubject to decay 
Blunt not the Beams nk Heav'n and Edge of Day. 

EPI, ;- Himeid. B. 6, V. 961. Dryden, 


Firſt let my Muſe whole Nature's Face def gn, 
Its Figure draw, and finiſh, every, Line. 49220 © 
Whether from Seed it ne et“ hegan to ben 
Secure from Fate, and from Corruption fees | #.; 
Knew no Beginning, and no Ending feats, bis eftc: 
But was, and will be, as it now appears... {on 
Or huddled Chaos, b by à wondrous inn, Ys! oruftioM 
Arch'd the vaſt Sky, and, fix'd. the ſolid Earth;--- - mo 
And when this ſhining World once _ * Head, ; 

To Shades Infernal baniſk'd Darkneſs fled | 

Or whether unſcen Mme © blindly — 

Compos'd it, and as Years whirl nimbly on, 

It muſt diſſolve, and as it firſt was wrought 
From almoſt Nothing, fall $9. almoſt Nought. 
Or roſe from working Fite's d enlivening Rays, 
Which form Heaven's Eyes, and live in every Mak, 
In Thunder roar, and in the Lightning blaze. 


Or whether Water which, combines the 3 


Compos d, and keeps it from the looſning Flame. e | 


Or whether Water, Air, and Flame, and Earth, 


Knew no Beginning, no firſt Seeds of Birth ; 


4 Of 
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But firſt in Being from chemſclyes aroſe; ''- * - | 
And as four Members the vaſt G0 3 183: 
In which Thin, Thick; Hot, Cold, and Moiſt, REDns * 
For mutual AQions matual Parts ſupply, © 
From whoſe agreeing Diſagteement _ dc 2021.9 
The numerous odd Variety of Things. i Nm 1 
Theſe Qualities to act provoke the Seed; 10 r. | 
Make Vital Elements and Bodies breed. + 


Before the Seas, — this Terretiia Ball] 

And Heav'n's high Canopy, that covers all; 

One was the Face of Nature, if a "_ 

Rather a rude and indigeſted: Maſs; 

No Sun was lighted up the World 3 

No Moon did yet her blunted Horns renew | 
Nor Earth was yet ſafpended in the kr, 
Nor pois'd, did on her own Foundations lie; | 
Nor Seas about the ſhores their Arms had thrown'; | 
But Earth, and Air, and Water were in one, # 
No certain Form on any was impreſt' d; 
All were confus d, and each” diſturb d the reſt: 
For Heat and Cold, were in one Body fix d, 
And ſoft with hard, and light with heavy mix d. 
But God, or Nature, while they thus''contend, ' © : 
To theſe inteſtine Diſcords put an End: 2h) FILE. 
Then Earth from Air, and Seas from Earth were drivn, KC 
And groſſer Air ſunk from Æthetial Hevn. 
Thus diſembroil'd, they take their proper place; Þ} 
The next of Kin, contiguouſly embtace; 
And Foes are ſunder d, by a large ſpace. 

The Force of Fire aſcended firſt on high, 
And took its dwclling in the vaulted Sky: 7 Ee 
Then Air ſucceeds, in Lightneſs next to Firez W244 
Whoſe Atoms from unactive Earth retire, 992.7 
Earth ſinks beneath, and draws a num'rous are, 
Or pond' tous, thick, unweildy Seeds along. 
About her Coaſts unruly: Waters roar ;/ 
And riſing on a ridge, inſult the Shore; 

Thus when the God, whatever God was he, f 
Had form'd the whole, and made the Parts: Wb 
That no uncqual Portions might be found, WISH 10 BODY 903 
He moulded Earth into a ſpacious Round: oo 1! 
Then with a Breath he gave the Winds to blow 4 WIL bn! 
And bad the congregated Waters flo. IN 27 „ 
He adds the running Springs and ſtanding Les Hi Din bnd 


— 


And bounding Banks for winding Rivers 1 fs glich u 
Some part in Earth are fwallow'd up, the moſt ? 01 ban 309% 2000 þ 
In ample Oceans, diſembogwd; ate loſt. ut Pole : col ag&M 


He ſhades the Woods, the Vallies he reſtrains „n au ic lodol 
With Rocky Mountains, and extends the Plains. I bil no 


Ovid. 


And as five Zones th Ætherial Regions bing. buA 


Five, correſpondent, ate to Earth; aſſigm d: 
The Sun, with Rays, directly darting donn, 1 
Fires all beneath and fries the middle Zone: dei lle 20 
The two beneath the diſtant Poles, complain mn 
Of endleſs Winter, and perpetual Rain. | : 
Betwixt th Extreams;vtwo ! happier *Climates hold 15, # Wy 
The Temper that complains of Heat and Cold 1 
The Fields of liquid Air, encloſing all, | 
Surrqtind the Conapais of this Ea Ball + 


1 Sth 19-44, 044. * * 
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 A'S3RCIMEN of the Work. 
The lighter Parts lie next the. Fires above oo Oo 
Thc grofler near tha Wateyx, Surtage move: A 2s bar 


Thick Clouds are ſpread, and Stommsengendet thete, ) 


And Thunder's Voice, Which Wretehed Martals fear, u 10 


And Winds that on their Wiogs cold Winter bear.) 


Nor were thoſe bluſt' ting Breehren! leſt IP, o om 501 


On Seas and Shores their FN to dich eee 
Bound as they are, and cireumſetibd in 2 uin 


They rend the World, reſiſtleſs, as they pals ; 


And mighty Marks of Miſchief leave behind; 26 2 ac 21010 
Such is the Rage of their; tempeſiyuQus/Kind; yea bt 
Firſt Eurus to the riſing Mor is ſen. 
The Regions of the balmy Continent ;/ ni bog ob13 7 
And Eaſtern Realms, where cal Perflenai! rugs 1 
To greet the bleſt Appearance a the Sun. 
Weſtward, the wanton Zephyr wings ur nee, ne o 
Pleas'd with the Remnants of-depantingiLighs : bib Heiog 15 
Fierce Boreas, withehis Offspring, iſſues forth: : 1 > 1 
T' invade the frozen Waggon ot the North; |. e146 2 
While frowning Auſter ſeeks the Southern Sphere 3 12110 
And rots, with endleß Rain, th unwholſome Near. 
High o'cr the Clouds, and eqapty Realms of Winds 
The God a clearer Space for Hawn degꝗ dt 


Where Fields of Light and liquid cen flow s 


Purg'd from the pond' tous Dregs oft Earth below. - 

Scarce had thePow'r: iſinguifh d: theſe, when . 
The Stars, no longer over. laid with: Weight, 
Exert their Heads, from underneath the Mass 
And upward ſhogt, and kindle as they pas, $3 Zo. en 
And with diffuſive Light, adorn. deer we a) Space.) % e L 
Then every Void of Naturę to ſuppl y, 4 99207] 
With Forms of Gods he fills/tha-yacant-Sky:: 1 
New Herds of Beaſts he-ſeads; the Plains to ſhare ; W A a4 T 
New Colonics of Birds, to peapla zj; 13 D S107; i 
And to their Oozy Beds the: finny Fiſh. copair. 2 ne 

A Creature of a more exalted! Kind, "5 Pic ) 
Was wanting yet, and then was Man defign'de-/ II 296 3104 
Conſcious of Thought, of more,@apacious; Deal, in } 
For Empire form'd, and ifit to LORE Raus, bot oft nau, 2227 
Whether with Particles of heavinly Fire. | lets 2111 Druid 
The God of Nature did his Seul ibß pit 111 © 
Or Earth, but new divided! Froarithe Shy, 1.2 bound 
And, pliant, ſtill retaind th Athetial Ben 1 Aue god) 
Which wiſe Prometheus temperd into Pate, 
And mix d with living Stream, ee « * | dil ebe 2H 


Thus, while the mute Creation do wnward/ bend ibanod 
Their Sight, and to their Earthy Mather er Enit ng 
Man looks aloft, and with etofted:Eyts,- oder): 20 24: 
Beholds his own hereditary: Skies TREE WAS113- 25" n 2371417) 
From ſuch rude Principles our: Form in 2 11 is Y PO 61:0 
And Earth was metamotphos d into Man. Nane bu; 
enen , 2 
Then all Things ſal ago: an. bers R300 J 
To ancient Chaos wk. of web ot 65 
*Twas Love, thati firſt, bye and Diry mov, 4 
Reduc'd to form the rude, ONES. fs pgasT ; 
A. Vn | | 


ASyzaxits x of the Work: | | 3 

Nor ſooner did the Goddeſs fair diſplay Bag nf 

Her Aſpect all ſerene and heavy ny bright, | ad = | 1101 

But Darkneſs was abaſh d. and ſtraitway fled, wh 65. wort bt 

And Light for evex blels d RE Men. F Uh 10 0! 7 | 
24979 1 S119 en 0365 3 | 

H Thou from the kirſt oY R Thi Hobs SITY | 

Waſt preſent, and with mighty FAD eee. 6 „ 341 | 

Dove-like ſatſt brooding on _ vaſt rs conn f A | | 

And mad it 1 22 r I 2% 5 

valle li. B. 1. gar ek 4. 
I ſaw when at his Word the farmleG Mas, AO 
The World's material Mold, came to a Heap: es ri digg: 


Confuſion heard his Voice, and wild — 0 attuult 1 
Stood rul'd, ſtood vaſt Infinituqe confindj ji „ od 
Till at his ſecond Bidding,.. Darkneſs ficd, a y Yiods 30rd nen! 
Light ſhon, and Order, from Diſorder 0 00 c Feil 
Swift to their ſevetal Quarters haſſed then ern a b 
The cumbrous Elements, Earth, Flood, Air, Fire, tim / 
And the Ethereal Quinteſſence of Heaven 

Flew upward, ſpirited with various Forms, 

That rowl'd Otbicular, and turn d 0 Stars, bot 0 Na 
Numberleſs, as thou feel, and — they N 38 | 1 0% 5 6 8 | 


* „ * 


Each had his Place appointed, 75 his Courſe es: 
The reſt in C "ay FOR. "7 Thy | bln) 
"231 B.. dot, be. | 15 n 
Thou on the Decp 11 8 Dar 2, Hit Bog Blackmore, 


Thou with Ae Energy dic ſt more:: 

On the wild Waves . Ma, qi 
Thy genial Wings, and hatch. primeval Day 2 1 4 | 
Order from thee, from thee Piſiinction came. | \ 


And all the Beauties of the wondrous Frame; [ 
Whence ſtampt on Nature we Perfection find, 7 
Fair as th' Idea in th* Eternal Mind. 

59 Creation. B. I. 

Prometheus, ſo ne, ale Pocts "4 an vl A tn 
Temper'd and form d a Paſt of purQ Clay 
To which well mingled with che Rivers Stream, 1. 
His artful Hand gave human Shape and Pane 0 iel.) vi 
Then with warm Life his Figures. to inſpi fre 


The bold Projector ſtole Celeſtial Fire. Foy 1 60 
While others tell us, how the human Brood -- TORS ts 
Ow'd their Praduftion to the frgitful Wood. 
How from the Laurel and the Afh, they ſprung, F til lnb 14541 PD 
And Infants on the Oak, like Acpras hung. los Atv] 6 
The crude Conceptions preſs the bending Trees, K bi Sol WH 
Till chcriſh'd with the Sun beams, hy degrees, 
Ripe Children drop'd on all the Soil around, all. 1 23 040] 
Peopled the Woods, and overipread the Ground. | alyo 2d] 
Great Jupiter, ſo ſome were 4 fing, / 519 „tr bn! 
Ot fabled Gods, the E- 2nd mc; Kings // tbo nn binds 
The moving Pray'r of 7 21 elt E nt Ich ne 
And into Men and Women turn d the Ant A 316% ; Loft! 
Some tell, Deuculion and his Pyrrha threw! iet iy Lak 
Obdurate Stones, which oer their Shoulders flew, - b xd. Lrubdell 


* of - 


And Men and Women, wry Gage became: 
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A Sür ain of * Wark. | 


And thus the hard and ſtubborh' Race of Man ohh Ta tes 

From animated Rock, and Flint began. e 
Now to the learned Schools of Greece repair, 

Who, Chance the Author of the World declare? 

Then judge, if wiſe Philoſophers excell WE . 

Thoſe idle Tales, which wanton Pocts teil. 
They ſay, at firſt, to living Things the Earth . 

At her Formation gave ſpontancous Birth. eee eee 

When youthful Heat was thto the Globe are, 1 

Mankind, as well as Inſects, ſhe producd. 

That Genial Wombs by Parent Chance were form d, 

Adapted to the Soil; which aſter warmd 

And cheriſh'd by the Sun's enlivening Beam, a 

With Human Offsprings did in Embryo teem. my e 

They nouriſh'd there a while impriſon d lay, R 

Then broke their yielding Bands, and forc'd their Way. WD 

The Field a Crop of reas' ning Creatures crown'd, 

And crying Infants grovelFd 'on 'the Ground. 

A milky Store was by the Mother Earth 

Pour'd from her Boſom, to ſuſtain the Birth. 

In Strength and Bulk encreas d, the Earth-born Race 

Could move, and walk, and'ready change their n 

Ober ev'ry Hill, and verdant Paſtare ſtray, ' © | x 

Skip o'er the Lawns, and by the Rivers play 1 . 

Could eat the tender Plant, and by degrees 

Brouſe on the 'Shrabs; and crop the budding — ; 

The fragant Fruit from bending Branches ſhake, 

And with the Cryſtal Stream their Thirſt at Pleaſure flake. 14 
The Earth by theſe applauded Schools, tis ſaid, © 

This ſingle Crop of Men and Women bred; 

Who grown adult, ſo Chance it ſeems enjoyn d, | 

Did Male and Female propagate their Kind. © © 

This wiſe Account Lacretian Sages give, 

Whence our firſt Parents their ann derive. © 


Bock 6. . 
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In its Ideal Frime the World deſign'd, F 
From Ages paſt lay finiſh'd in thy Mind. ' 
Conform to this Divine Imagin d Plan, 

With perfect Art th''amazing Work began. 
Thy Glance ſurvey'd the tollrary Wins, _- 8 
Where ſhapeleſs Shade inert and filent reigns 3 | * 1 
Then in the dark and undiſtinguiſh'd Space, 
Unfruitful, uninclos d, and wild of Face, © © 3 
Thy Compals for the World mark d out the gettin Place: 

Then didſt thou, thro' the Fields of barren Ni igt, 8 
Go forth, collected in Creating Might; 

Where thou Almighty Vigour didſt exert, 

Which Emicant did this and that way datt, off 3 
Thro' the black Boſom of the empty e 9 5 
The Gulphs confeis th omnipotent Embrace, . 
And pregnant grown with Elemental Sced, 5 8 
Unfiniſh'd Orbs, and Worlds a Frets, e 
From the crude Maſs, omniſcient*ArchiteQ, l = 4 


Thou for each Part Materials didſt ſelect, av 28 
And with a Maſter: hand the World erec. 
Labout d by thee, the Globes, vaſt lucid Buoys, 

By thee uplifted, float in liquid Skies. cent 30h 
By thy cementing Word their Parts chere. 
And roll by thy impulſive Nod in Air. 


Thou in the Vacant didſt the Earth ſuſpend, 


©" Advance the n and che Vales extend; : 
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b. with Beaſts the | Q.2 
And ſtote with ſcaly. Colonies the Hood. 2019613 „bs lo 
Next Man aroſe at thy Creating Werd, 28311 110 FT 0 n0F201500 C 
We” thy Terreſtrial. Realms Pd. bio 911 160) dt o 
iT His Soul: more artful Labour, more refit'd | cz hoqni 108 ab - no 155 


3 * a 1 " Wien a 12, OR 
10 44 14 0 Feige ? 


And emulous of bright Seraphic Mind, * Mrs 9101 4 i bib ng 
Ennobled by d Image ſpotleſß ,,,. i!! 
Prais d thee her Author, and ador d thy Throne + 1 0 30 0 b Cf 
aA Able to know, admire, enjoy her an vet 2801 deu ele. 
. She: did her m_ = applaud. £112 5 n Was e 
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both which are ſubſequent; but only to Creation, then, For, before that Be- 
ginning, there was neither primary Matter, to be infotm d, nor Form, to inform, 
8 any Being but oy Eternal. Nature was not, nor the next a of Time 
Otten. * / 

He tells us, o that Pere aten the Sthoolinen, Beda, Tyr ranus, Comeber, 
Toſtatus,” and others affiem, that it pleasd God, firſt of all to create the 1 15 
rean Heauen, which at the ſucceeding Inſtant (as Bedi and. Strabo (ay), he fill 
1 the Angelt. 

He ſays, that the Li Al of the firſt Day was on the fourth Day gather'd. and 
ad and called the n But of this created Light, he obſerves there is no 
Agreement of Opinion; nor do the Fathers, Phitoſopticrs or Schooltnen, or any 
other ancient or modern Writers, underſtand either it or themſelves; tho' all of 
yy (to caſt off Ignorance) hays diſputed Of it, without . Inſtruction to 

ers d. 


1 


80 © 


Sod the Fathet, Son, 4040 Holy. Gholt, made of NV othing the whole World/nue Hall. 


Heren, Eatth, and Elements, With all their, Eurniture and Inhabitants. 

Then God (when all Helps and Ornaments were thus ptepar d) CEO ae af. 
ter a divine Manner conſulted with himſelf, the Fathet with the Son, and Holy 
Spitit, concerning the Creation of his chief Creature, Man, as it were to this Ef: 


fect. We have made our ſeyeral Creatures, in great Variety, having given to them 


Being, Life, Senſe, and Motion; but now let us make that Creature, for-whoſe 


Sake, the reſt have been created, conſiſting 5 85 a materiul Body, wherein he hall 


partake with other Creatures, in Being, Liſe, Senſe, and | Modony. ſo alſo of a p- 
ritual Nature and Subſtatice, wher, 1. thall be like. 0 
all the N of a N Sou 


Rs Oper 
Al over the. Cattle and all the u 
it evey e ing on 1 555 29 117 10 1875155 of 


St. Baſil, very remarkably * eſtabli 
World, conſiſting of divine Light, in which unbodicd Spirits dwelt, as in a proper 
and Natural Habitation; and this, with other, Grecians, he cunctiv to exiſt long = 
fore this 1 OE which, is bis 7200 World, and. which was created for the 
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two Worlds; vis. an Intell:Blual and Eternal peavius. 


IR Walter Raleigh * obſerves upon iche Word Beginning *, that it cannot be Sir Walter Re 
referr'd to Succeſſion of Time, nor to Order, as ſome pM en have. concciv'd, 8" 
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and Pe, Þ etaviiis :fays cut te ot efore yin ; ind 
ſhall only add, that the leftual World: being male for Angel, — 
no mention of it, but treats only of chi World, becauſe u was made for Men. 

He ſays that the Words Createdand Bi, from their own Strength and Sig- 
nification, do not import that the Mold was made out of z bat that Things, 
which did not before exiſt, were mage exit Ta ſapport ion he quotes 


Tertullian.> But himſelf, is rather — — hat it Was 


form d out of Nothing. 541934 Fes bobs: Los op A 121 d bie 

He tells us that many ancient Heeaticks, — Satmatlus, Ba- 
ſilides, Carpocrates, Cerinthus, maintain d. that h Word was mache by Angels, 
as by inferior Gods; others,..as Cerdo, Marcio, Manes, cſtabliſh'd a good and bad 
Principle, and ſaid that the latter created it. 

Petavins * quotes Philo, Origen, Athanaſius, Procopius, and St. Auſtin, as 
affirming that Moſes is not to be underſtood literally, but allegorically, in reſpect to 
the ſix Days time, ina Mo- 
ment; but our "Author diſſents from their Opinion. In the next Chapter, and in 
the firſt Chapter of the ſixth Book of the Trinity, he gives ſeveral Arguments pro 


and con, about the Words, Let us make, AUO diſprove God's uſing an Arti- 
culate Voice, whey the Fiat $eWere SEES 
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St. . Bf thinks Fl 60 Ae 31% ht of a an len lene Nature before the Wörth 
that Angels dwelt in it then; that the Spul of Men ſhall inbabit it aſter Death, and 


chat this was the Light, RE calightened. the ts dy the firſt. ö 
invifſible to this Earth, when the Firmament or Heaven was created. 

Petavius e recapitulates the nts gn both ſides, about the Queſtion, Whe- 
ther the firſt Day began from Ewan or Morning 3 and ſays, that theamore he thought 
on that matter, the more he was igclin'dto believe, that the Light of the firlt Day 
was created at the Weſt, in reſpect of the Place, wherein the firſt Man was plac de 
From thence our Even begins. and thus it was at firſt. The Cloud of iplendid 
Light, or Whatever was the Soutce of it, 50 ie en the Horizon; 
the firſt "Ih with its Light, began at 0 zoll: O 0 169 
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He ſays * there are two Opinions con the Firmament; that it is an 
high and inviſible Heaven, created at . he that the-Earth 72 * and now 
call'd the Empyreal Heaven. The other is, that inferior Heavenly Obs, and ſuch as 
are viſible to us. were created on this Day, and call'd the Firmament. Our Author's 
Opinion is taken ftom botk thele7 ux, that God 6n this Day, created.a. moſt ſubtile 
Vapour out of the/WWarers 3 front which He ford the Heavenly Bodies, the Air, 
and: whatever Fire is in thoſe ' Regions; for which Reaſon, he concieves, that from 
the Mater aroſe not only the Air which the Grecks call Zrber, and from its Heat ig 
call'd Fire by «Ariftorle 3 but alfo, cke Celeſtial Glodes; 3 and. that Firmament is 
one common Name for all thelo, vn; fox that whole Space, which extends from the 
3 to the utmoſt Bounds of the Word. 
He wtitcs, that Orgen imagined the Waters above rb Hrmanent to * 
| licat ' Powers; and the Waters andy it ti be Beings; that ſome 1 
them for a Liquid, and others ks Frozen Fanz, 12 to temper the, Heat: of 
the Celeſtial Spheres. 
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Far, together, by r in dae; and fo mays, that all tha 
ater, whether Cloud or YR that cover d the Barth, was condens d and gather'd 
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-A S$8#ciM&x of the Work. 
into certain Places and Heaps; whereof thete was one great and chief Receptacle, 


and many lefſerones, at that time, made; which Acvoune is favour by the Latin, 
r er * e H ORE ; 
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Severianus *  fays, that the Sim, Moon, and Stars. were e created i in aPlace e 
e ee "mo ih pon, 
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the moſt divine and beauteous hamm Image and Form, that could be made; and 
the moſt ercellent uma Mind ; I es both of which, he created Man in 
his own lage. 
Tertulllan () 
faid 5 Ler ur made Mane in the Image of that Body, which you ſhall aſſume when 
you ſhall becume inc arnarr. Bur'Petavige admires that he did not rather imagine, 
God made Man, according to the Image ot his own Body; ſi nce that Oe ſeems 
to have believ d that God is a corporeal Being; © - 
Our Author ſays, * that Man alone was — in the Image of God; excluſive of 
| the reſt of the ar Days Creation," but not of the Angels; and that this is an Argu- 
ment to prove that the Celeſtial Bodies have no Souls, as ſome have imagin d. 
He writes à that many of the Fathers aſſert the Soul of Man to be the Image of the 
Trinity ſince as there is one God and three Perſons, ſo the Soul is one ſimple EC 
ſence, and three Faculties; ahe Witt being begot by tun and 2 
7 produc d from them both.” 
He ſays ( that no regard i. to be bad to Philaftrine, 0 ben ne liles thoſe Here- 
who ſay; that Adam's Body was form'd before his Soul; in contradiction to 
whom Phbilaſtrivs aſſitms, that Adam's Soul was created on the fixth Day, but his 
Body on the ſeventh; on which Day, Nomun was form'd out of his Ribs. In the 
next Chapter he maintains, that Adam was not inſpir'd with his Soul, when'God 
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of the Spirit of God was communicated to him to perfect the Dignity of his Being, 
and render him capable of underſtanding and obeying the Divine Law. 


woubmes b lays, that God; the Son, l We Be de Wok upon himſelf 


wiites,"that God; the Fächer, addrels'd hiniſelfts God, the Son; ind 


breath'd the Breath of Life into bim; but that 'a certain degtec of the Grace of the 


Caltruchius, in his r 31 phy KY he es e upon the Galtruchius. 


Moſaic Cteation. - 


t. The whole World was not cats at once by God, but in the ſpace of fix 


Days. This affertion contradifts the Opinion of St. Auſtin and Philo Fudariis, Who 
ſays that it is abſurd to imagine this, or to ſuppoſe that the Account of Moſth is 

to be 2 literally. But the contraty is evident; firſt; becauſeʒ ſince the ting 
is poſſible, 
different Senſe; and if this were allow d, there would be no certainty concerning the 


Creation. Wick teſpect to thar Paſſage in Eerles. He that lives for ever created: 


all Things at once ;* the Meaning oi it is, that hat God created cach Day, he cre- 
ated together, or at once. Beſides, the n means by the Day of the Creation, 
all the Time employ d in it. 

2. I ſay therefore according to the Opinion of Suares and Salianins, that in 


inning of Thing e inſtant God TT 15 Heaven Ts Earth, 


rth on whi Day thc 


2 0 on (ey was on cs (un 
on the ſecond Day out of the Waters, with the 45 and all that 95255 which is 
contain d within the circumference of the . On the third Day, God 
gather d the reſt of the Vaters into Places, and having elevated 


Aeumt ains, he ferm'd. Cavitics for el and... Channels, for, the Rivexs, an 
wotnd the Face, of he Earth then, faſt gilcover'd, "i al 1550 ol. Ve Wilks 
vo HH Ni43d 03 ASQ Hit 2M 10 ; 1 j A0. t | Cs 
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there is no teaſon to recede from the Account of Moſes, by giving it a 
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ASE IN of che Work. 
On the Futth Day; be flsed the Sin; "Moos, and Sr, in Fb On the 
fifth Day; ke created the Pi, and then the True but of the Hater. On te 
ſath Day, other Animals being produc'd, he made Mam o Clay, and ende wd him 
with the Gifts of original. Rightcquſneſs, and with a power of being Immortal, 
on condition of abſtaining from the forbidden” Fruit. 

Theſe Things I conceive to be done in the Vernal becauſe the Nar- 
ration in Scripture agrees beſt Wirk tar Time; and tor this Reaſöft the fe 
begin their Year with that 'Equinox:* 1 he Creation began on de Loris ig 
| becauſe the Seventh Day, on which God reſted, can be numbred only from that. 
| 12 Theſe Obſervations ate confirm'd hy the Authority of the Council of —— 
| The Hypotheſis of Monſieur Des Cartes, according to Mr. Ray *, is thus - 
i That che Earth was Originally a Sfer: or Globe of Fire; like the Sun, or one of 
iÞ of the fin d Stars, ſituate in the Center.of a Vortex continually whixling round with 
1% it. That by degtees it was covered over, or incruſtated with Spots (a) ariſing on 
its Surface like the ſcum on a boiling Pot, which ſtill increaſing and growibg thicket 
and thicker, the Star loſing its Light and Activity, and conſequently, the motion 
of the Celeſtial Vortex about it growing. more weak, Janguid; and unable to re- 
fiſt the vigorous Incroachments of the n Vortex of the Sun it was ar 
laſt drawn in, and wholly abſotpt by it, and forced.to comply Wie th! — 
and make one in the Quite ot the Suns Satellites. 01 
Dr. Culvorthb. It Was a moſt ancient and in à manner — nocoivid Tradiion: 

the Pagans, that the Ceſinagonin or Generation of: the: World took its' firſt Begin- 
| ning from a Chaos. Neither can it be reaſonably doubted, but that it was ori- 
ginally Moſuical, and indeed at ſitſt a Divine Revelations "ſince no Man could 
otherwiſe: pretend to know what was dene before Mankind had any Being. 
. That this ancient Cabala, which deriy'd the Cyſmugomia from Cbaor and Love, 
1 was at firſt religious and not athciſtical, and Love underſtood. in it not to be the N 
3 0 Offspring of -Cheos, may be concluded from hence, that Love as well as Chaos 
ll. was of a Moſaicat Extraction | alſo, and plainly deriv d from that Spirit of Cod. 
which is ſaid in Scripture, to have mov'd 4 * the Naters; that is upon the 
Chaos; whether by this Spirit be meant God himſelf as g mmecdiatcly upon 
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ER are newest plrſongwhoFitmile that ty:GodsCreatine the Hee: 
ven and the Earth,Moſes intends, The Heaven and Earth, in their preſent! 
k Situation and Appearances, and they ſay, that this firſt Verſc is a brief ( or 
ſumm total, of this whole Chapter 3! and it may be ſoz but more people: think, 
that Moſes meant, that God, on this Day, created, only the Subſtance, or com- 
mon Matter, whercof Heaven and Barth was aſterwards to N and out of 
ky 2 they were r T into Form and Perfection. en eres 
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40 which, ae, e e and Wine that it was from Hh 


hence, that Moſes took Occaſion, in ſpeaking | of the Firſt Day, to begin it. by 


mention the * before m — 
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Pluraity: of: the worde Ler 45 Pool argties thus. 71. > J. P3531} 
chat Coch plots, ds the See, of Kan; bs 8 1 


| <> pls from Scripture 
iy verſe ahat Man hadi more Oearots than O One; therefore, e, there wü be 
lurality, alityn i-. Trinity incthe Gatthead?! * { iO; UV Bb bn YC. 1501 06, ot? 


Feel makes light: of, thoſe who count for this: 5 7 dom thi” ! 
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1 Le Grand in his Hiſtorig Sarrd is of Spinlon, that Bod este the Weld int: c 
_a Moment, and that Moſes mentions ſix Days to take off the Image of Haſt and 


Precipitancy from the All- -wiſe Architect; ox de rather conceives, that the Things, 
Which Moſes was going to relate, demanded to be ſpoken of in ſome ſpace. of 
might riſein o me Order and Method tu his Readers. He pro- 
ceeds oh Y, the Zautb and aer warg ctcated fitſt, as this Founddtion and Rats 
of a Creatures i but thet the: whole Mas! being confuſed! and dark, the 
W peryaded it, and reduc'd it to Order, as the fatne Apipit coli. 
Fer 1251 95555 Virziae Womb, by-overſhadowing her! Tbat Eight Was 
th 12 his, Power of | the Spitit : Which Light was then cfeated, leſt 
od. could 10 the Clary af i by People's conceiving it Was afretwards produc d 
dy che Starz The-prelepca of this Zight God cal Zy, its ablepec, Night.” 
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Pap Seco d. 7. \-Whei hen Light Was created, the thin, rare, a tfauſpatent bat. 
ticles of N ter pere ſormh d ito the Rlement of Air; Where the e wete to 


take theit Stations. Aſter this the moſt ſubtile parts of Matter riſing Righ above 
the Air, ch umvetſal covering af the Crègtiònꝰ Some think this Days 


Creation, Was, |EfeR. of Light, er _— 8 dividing Bo- 
* Viz. to cul light Paris to. aſcend, 46 7 pos to 150 ae: fl 
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Wo thistrelates only to this Flunsrary i orla, 48 © me call , which hath 
the Sun, for .its Cemmrees 1% „ 4 Þ* 5% ein li Dos it's; 


Notion of a Firſt-laid 


Things did not grow up out of Seed, by ſuch a long -Progtels, 
to bring them to maturity 3 but they ſptung up to — 4 
with, their Seed in * . complcatly: en 10 — eee all 


ASH of the Work. 

 Geneſes tells us te Manier in which the Wol&:Wai*etared $40 the Hiſto 
of this Creation was long enougli preſttved in the Memories Men, Gs 
ſpread itſelf amongſt the Heathens, who. were inſtia&e&in, and petfuaded of 
They prove it even by the Invention and Improvements of Arts; — 
tainly knew had been found out, 
fore them: And this is doubtlcis a very convincing Proof of the the N — 
the World. But it is very difficult co-concgive, hat could incliie G 
infinite Spaces of Eternity which, preceded theiCreation tener — 
in Time: (What could he ſtand. in need of, Who, and: hath all Things}269d Who | 
is alone All-fufficient ?) unleſs it be that he, had his divinesWord-iniview)owHe'tre 
foreſaw muſt become incarnate, and offer himſelf up a Sacrifice. N is 
worthy of God, but God bimſelf. fox his Glory that he made the World 
out of Nothing, and he was to be h6noured by Sacrifices in it; but all theſe Sacri- 
fices, of whatever kind, were. of uo Value, but only ſo fur as chey were Types ot 
that one, which the Son was to offataup. Thus: was the World: made by the 
Word, and created. for the Word, wha. was one Day to tteſtore it by his 82 
Death, and thereby render a Glory to God, which was infinitely worthiy of hint. 
A ſhort Account t of ths e moſt Ads which happetied in the fitit Age 


of the 2 Wy OVS: elbe 410 po Abit 414 Lide err * 

God created the Heaven and the Earth (), and made Adam and Eve; plied = 
them in ' Paradiſe, that is to ſay, in a delighttul Garden; and aſter ward : dtobe therm 
out from thence, after. they (being deceived by the vert, * had N the 


ee rest) 289 caten the forbidden Fruit () A 21 ni d 


4 8 2 
4 1 1 -f -{4 Ic IL? C434 I've 0 77 2292 r- aft EY 1617 #46, 1411 | : 3 , 
| | 1 * 111 Sf: £10197 een, 
1 HAP. 1 
75 71 — C Geneſis G „ A N . 1. Oo! URS? 2 23 7 NN 1 1 
The Biſhop: 5 vas a pretty Conceit of Tepee Seele, 


firſt made the Stars, lich do not ſeem chinprehended in the Six Days 


Verſe 2. The Word: Mov'd ſignifies literally * Brooded The Antlenrs had. 4.4 
Egg; out of Which all Thin Mr . fe. jy 
whoſe Earth and Water being thick +angothin; anſwer to the Völk and Wie 
of an Egg. The Egyptian God Thoth was painted wit an Egg in his Mouth. The 
Souls and Spirits of all living Creatures were produc d by the Spirit of God, as 


Forpbyry () lays that Numenius underſtood it; for he fd; 4% Things came out of 


Water, being drvinely. alter 45 and ton this he quotes cbele Words the Prophet, 
as he calls 4 . 1 © Aiicul Rot 2%) in : 
13427 e. Let there le Light, and theres" Light: "Eng pies (Oithes this an 


mple of the true Sublime. ' eAberbinal-1hinks this 20 to be the” Shecbinab, 


; 7 c: Glory. of God that which 1edhe Ijraelites thro” the Wilderneſs ; but it 


ſeems to me to be thoſe Particles of Mattes, which we'eallFire, e. 
Verſe 4. The Subſtance of the Biſhop” $ Obſervations on this Text, is taken from 
the Synopſes of Pool, and from other Authors'tited in this Werk. 1 ſhall therefore 


obſetye once for all, that in relation W ee in particular, and alb other 


Authors in general, I ſhall repeat that has been quoted delore, and 
advance only what, is new, as induſtriouſiy.as L can & 
Verſe 12. And the, Earth brought )fonth . \&c. Theſe 
is now/ requir d 
& Space of a Day, 


Generations. [G03 TILL did 14, i As 


Thus Moſes gives a full Account of the Produttion, of Things, * to the 
natural Method; for, ſappaſing they had a the Heth aud 'the- Ties muſt 
naturally be. before the Sced they bear, ad the Hen is before the Egg ſhe laßt; and 
to make a Queſtion, which is firſt, (as ſome Philoſophers did) is very frivolous? be- 
cauſe that Power, which alone could produce the Sceds. of. all Thinge, could as 


cafiiy/ make the Things themſelves, wick 4 to propagate their Kind * 


Seed. 
ä — 


(*) Gems 1. v. x, (*) Apparatus Biblicus, tranflared by Mr. Bundy, (+ De Nympharum c. 


| (®) De Sublimi dicendi genere. 
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0 Lord. of "World," why *bilt thou tbut "Men ocraji about. 1 5 moſt 
ple Unity? To- which he retciv'd Wt Wy id Thee," au 
any J Im err. ! mn 0 12 ae. Roc 
Virſe 35 404 made Worken the faine Day, that de made Man. gat. 
- Perſe 29.1 The killing of Beaſts for at * ths time,” would have” Gay the 
Deſtruction of their Kin 3” Whereas" thet Platte innumerable for, theit 
Suſtenance. \Whetefore it is S 228 85 Aland AN Fleſh, ill alter 


nne unleſs on ſpecial Occiſibns, 
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Hinata Scheme, as: repreſented by the learned Dr. Clarke, is a follows «92 
That there is no Difference of Subſtanoes, but that the Whole and every Part of 
the Material Watld is a +cxilting Being #; and that thicre is no ottier God, 
but the Univerſeb. That, ſince it is ablioluteiy impoſſible for any Thing to be 
created or produce d by another and alſo abioluiely impoſſibie for God to have ca¹ẽẽjꝭj -- 
ed any Thing to be in any teſpect different from what it now 1 every Thing that <8 
exiſts, muſt” need be ſo a Part of the Divine Subſtance ; not ds a Modification 
cauſed in it by any Will or Goad-pleaſure or Wiſdom in the Whole e, but as of 
abſolute Neceſſity in it felf; with reſpect to the Manner i of the Exiſtence of cach 
Part, no leſs than with reſpect to the keene of the Whole 
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Dr. Nicholls Oo ede dae Theit, 
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R. Miete in his Adfwer to the Objedtlon of the im 28961 of Some: u 
L things being 1 e makes Us) the em * 
of Reaſoning. 149 446 4 1 4 
Bunt then, Sir, be lead to conſider 0 this Aion: has 10 do. ONS the 
— — — . 0 it 2 1 pan it 
an ab for God to create any thing out of Nothing; which 
one can — no one can ſay it implics aniabſolute Inpoſlibility.z for 
cen 6 ſuch Impoſſibility muſt ariſe either from want of Power in God to do it, or 
from ſome natural Repugnaney in the Thing itſelf. It cannot proceed from want 
of Power in God, for he is-tho' Origin of alf Power, and every Thing that is poſſible 
to be. done; can bedone by bim. To fly, the Impoſſibility ariſes Lem the patt of 
Subject, is as inoongruous. For ſuch an Impoſſibility muſt be cauſed from a 
Power of reſiſting im that thing. or from a Contradiction, which the doing thercof 
would, imply. But there can he nõο Power of teſiſting in any thing which is able to 
reſiſt the Divine Activity becauſe that and all other Power came from: bim, 1 N 1 
argues in him a greater e A SINGY Subject of the Catena, that is. Na- 
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9 85 ; and thereto 

k " "that 7 FER > 8 
7 $ arid 10 at the lame 
4 Ir diverſe fire Yr E 4 80 FRETS 

h ih 300 88 Fa ank foes fer 

tha f lffangs big e not 0 

ſibility of its being afterward,” when 


pa 


C, 
why 


bei 
that * 9 Naa it ee d . 
by 9.5 Beings... Lf N 
tpres., = he (ROLE 
e which n De 5 
re all diſtin fro ich produce 
1.3 3 : 2 
Proper A 4 e 127 0 
e — o * Hes \Power..o Sed oma 
aQing, which is, 8 1 74 Paw 158 Fe a he the 
he A ores 


Crearurs with 0 g 

ſtance out of Soles * 

dents by, his figitg, a e rig ud ry e 
Ties out of 2 at fi If Es ptoqu 5 77 — 7 
Appearances every Moment? Al he difficulry which makes f en il e 


Eyes being uſed only to Naturab and Artificial Draductiona· Ma ſceBlood ptoduetd 
out of Food, and Fleſh out of Blood we ſce rhe: of — vanied ite 
Wood, the Wood into Smoak and Flame whilſt ia Matter re mAi]fArhe dme uſter 
thoſe ſo many Altcraticns 3 -andithtrefoxe/wocohdudcintiar no Produiftionior” CU 
ruption can be / mada any other Wwaycahan this Me grp ei,,j,)dͤB dt Cirpenter 
cannot build. a Ship or a Houſe witheut\prac- exiſting Materials, and therefbre we ure 
apt ſlily-/rg conclùſſe that God him ſelf. an do iq im betaùſt wecannor eondidve 
how hteſhauld dert or becauſe ia muſt ao it by:other Mcthods, chan cf which 
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But, I pray, is not this as reaſonable, as for.a blind Man to deny, that any one can 
percieve Colours, becauſe he cannot poſſibly concicve, how they ſhould be diſtin- 
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the World not to be Eterndl. 


yents to 


Here elle Pr. Nicholls 4 


F ROM dhe. Nature of Petri ſfnrim/ or the Growth of GCrahen, und 


Ofſeous Subſtances, It is granted dy all that Stones groh i und he 

hate madeit ctea, that tit ned byll thr Sons gow) in d. ae 
of Saline Particles, whicti according their m, wit HU of leſb tefrebily 
Matter, make th&cpenher fine (as: Ta f, or cον t ds | Pebbler d Broo för. 
Now.by Experience we find ir's thüt those Oonctetioms are ſo ſtfangely durable, tat 
hardly any time is able! to di ſſipate and iſtotoe them forthe AN dd the greit 
Pyramid in Egypr,-whieh lic in wurde aud ure fot erpofed v the wiſhings df the 
Rainb, aud the ffettings of the nitrou Air, are got In Me leaſt de caye; tor alf tlie 


and thete be no ſenſible dec of them 1 on at the World has conti. 
from ternity, tlie Whole World> be erty mis ti me into Maſſy Rock 
by this Eternal Ferit iun; fortitiiny Ages agb theBarth would ve · been une 
tivable, at leaſt Men miſt have ud uf of Croll Matte instead of Plouglis. 

This Argument may be further m prot -u, if: wonder che Duri of Ofwis 
and Teſtaceous Subſtances, far exceeding the _ * = —.— The Bones 


of Animals are produ a 10 j He, doc N A Ver grea "once. . 
The Shells of 2 A Lin — To. and, Jet laſt many 
thouſands; as appeats by on the Tops of Hills which have 
lain there at leaſt r- the —— — . — to any Inquiſttiye Man tt is plain, that 
Natute is cvery Day more and more oventaking ickelt; and. as it -weretrcading 4 — 
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Heels, For if the World had continued an Infinity of Time, ye ſhould have been 
all over run wh bee O/Pnr 0d ene amongſt | 


us proper for | Vegetation, (a). — 
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The next Atgutnent'is drawn from the Subjideney, of Hl t, and the dgi y Land. Arevnent. 
8 | 


ing up the Sea; which are Things inconſiſtent with he Eternity of che World. 
For if the World has been from all Ercrnity there coilld tio where have been tound 
ſuch a thing as a Hill; for millions of Ages 380, the higheſt Hills would have been 
all waſhed down into the Sea, ahd the Earth would ha been teduc d to an abſolute 
Level; ſo that the Waters would have deal oveifiowel, ,and.render'd it uninha- 
 bitable,--- To (ay this would, be millions of Ages coming to pals, is nothing; for the 
longeſt Time beats no proÞottioh to „„ OT 
The next is drawn from the Increaſe of N welc 

we ſhall find the World much thinner ſtoc d with People than it is now. * Tis 
no leſs than Demonſtration, that there has been a gradual increaſe of the World for 
theſe 3000 Years; that it is far more populous now than it was then; and that Nature 
inclines ſtill more and more to Augment the Stock; ſo that tho' we ſhould not grant 


7 


the World a Being from all Eternity, but only ſuppoſe it was 4 or 5000, Years before 
the Moſaical Account 5 Mankind by thistime would have been perfectly wedged to- 
geth ; we ſhould have ſwarni'd every where, with nothing but Men; molt other 
Species would, in all probability, have. been eaten up fot Food; and Men themſelves 
would have lived like Fiſhes, by ſnappingup one another. (c) MF 

The late Invention of Arts, | e } 
invincible Arguments againſt he A of the World. . If the World was from 
Ecernity, you muſt needs make them an Eternal Race of the moſt ſtupid Blockhcads 
imaginable, without the leaſt dram of Wit, or Contrivance, or indeed common 
Senſe; and that none of theſe qualifications ever were known in the World, till with- 
n theſe two or three thouſand, years laft paſt, - For there is hardly any uſeful Art or 
Science, but we Know its Original and Progreſs, and its firſt Inventor, or at leaſt its 
Introducer into ſuch a part of the World; which were abſolutely impoſſible to do, 
it chere had been Eternal Inhabitants there. For who can imagine that amongſt an 
infinity of Rational Men, after ſo many millions of hints and opportanities, none 
ſhould, before theſe laſt Ages, have lighted upon thoſe ordinary Arts, which it was 
ſo uneaſy to de without, and were ſo cafy and appoſite to be found 

As to the ſecond Part of the Argument; who can imagine, if the World was Eter- 
nal, that we ſhould have no Hiſtory above 3000 Years ſtanding but that all the re- 
markable Acts of fo many Millions of Ages ſhould be buried in Eternal Oblivion, and 
not the leaſt Memoirs in 'Hiſtory concerning them? What unhappy Men were thoſe 
Eternal Inhabitants, to have all their Actions forgot, whilſt Hiſtory is crouded up 
_ with ſo many minute inconſidetable Actions, which have been done in a few Ages 

I. 0 db (e) talks in the following manner, and therein ſupports the Opi- 
nion of Theophilus Ant iochenus, that the fixed Stars and numberleſs Luminaties 
Were created before this Moria, the Sun and Stars, that belong to it. 1 conſeſz 
the geberality of Divines both Ancient and Modern, have thought the whol 
Univerſe-was created in the Hexameron, or Six days. work, becauſe God is (ai 
to have then created the Heaven and the Egrth, and becauſe the Stars ate men- 
tioned in the Fourth Day's work. This Opinion has given indeed mighty ad- 
vantage to Atheiſtical Men, eſpecially thoſe Who had any taſt of Philoſophy, and 
had conſideted what à little Pittance of the Uniyerſe this Earth of ours was, for 
the ſake of which all things ſcem d, by this account, to be framed, at the ſame 
rimss: 500 ile Fenz B. fo 
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ſuppoled, to have buſied the Deity, mare than all the 
reſt.” Now I ſhall take off the force of this Prejudice, When I ſhall haye proved 
that Moſes docs not aſſert the Stars ta be any part of the Adamical Creation; but 
that in all probability that Creation was not extended beyond the Jun and Pla- 
ners. As ſor the firſt Verle in Geneſes, where God is ſaid to have created the 
Heaven and the Earth; it is plain that frequently in Scripture language the word 
Heaven doth not ſignify more than the Regions of, the Air ; as when in the 20th 
Verſe of this Chapter, the Fowls are faid Fo fy" in the Firmament of Heaven. 
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ankind. It we look back intoHiſtory, Argument 3. 


ind rhe ſhortneſs of the Hiſtory of the Warld, are argument 4. 


But the Text docs not necellarily 70 0 K puch, Out. Tac , ae 
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places; Where F Gan be e Are thar A, v0 hben 


_ God is ſaid ere f to Cote e Heaven av we. (he: eff. we, cannot from © "hence 
— <4 ing 


conclude, that ated ted every. vaſt extrgmundan: Spaces 4, 
tho" the Vulgar Ms ſomelimes Alt”; Atl. Hike | iy Uh name of Heaven, - But this 
is not rhe Knot of be 28 culty; Ke Mets of the Ob bjcQions Hes upon the both 
Verſe, whete amop 'orher parks of 775 Oteation, God # poiorgly 1 to have 
made the State. n G made u great Lig bts, the reater Lag kt to: rule 
the Day, and the 2 Light 7d? Tul: 155 7 r ; H 24 Os 0, en. 3. — 


Tranſlation” of the Hebrew is o 12 7 is; 4 Go "made two reat beg, 15 
reater Light" to tue the Day, and the leſſer Lig by to rule th Nig and the 


7  & 20 


fart. So that hexe the 5 Star Teems to 4 "fo very abruptly, and by 
che bye, *that one Ms oe e apt to think, that it Was clapt i in by ſomebody, el(c, 
after Moſes his time, WO bad à mind to be mending his Hypotheſis; ot elſe was 
added 2 Marginal Note by ſome "Rabbi, and ſo at length ctept into the Text, 


as Farher Sho has p Opec, ſeveral "others have done, And there might be the 


more Countepance or this 4 10 e found. themſelves, to N been ſo 
horribly plagued, for wor pping "the oft of Heaven, for Gods, when. they were 


Otrcatures; tho at the See c 112 Te could hot find ahy account of their Creation 


Axon the othex 'patts 
| Molise who 1 5 Ho hence infer the Stars t to be uncreated Beings, which 


he Univerſe. Ibis might be to afford a, Coyert to ſuch 


was fairty taken away, d l ſuch. 3. Glols in the Margin, or by taking it 
from thene into the Text, Where the Tranſcriber could not think it reaſonable 


it ſhould be omitted. Now this is no very improbable Account, to any who 


conſiders, 'tow much by head and . ſhoulders the 12 comes in; if we take 
the common Taterptiatich of the 18 But 1 think we may give a bettet 
Interpretatidn of them; and that! is this. The words, and the Stars, are not to be 
referłd to the word made in the beginag of the Verſe, but to the word Rule 
Which immediately goes before, are to be coupled, not with 7he Sun. and 
Moon, but the Night. The leſſer Light to rule the 2 and the Stars. Whereby 
is denoted the peciliar uſefulneſs and ptcdominancy of e. Moon, above all other 
Stars and Planets,” int this Earth of Gurs. Fot this ſhines out when they do 
but Wink, and afford à mighty influence in the Production and Growth of all 
Vegetables: So that upon this account, ſhe may very well be called the Ruler 
of the Nigbt, and as it were Prince amon vg. the Stars. 0 as it appcars to us, it 
is a Glorious Planet and a Princely Light; and it 7 no Abſurdity i in, the Divine 


Legiſlatör Kas Tome Wilk have it) in the Tiretal Senſe to call it a Great L; Ligbi. For 


the admir d late himſelf goes a itch or two higher, and calls theſe two Lumi- 
naries The great 'Gods, ( the Sun and the Moon. Now this Notion of the words 
ſeems more tatlonal. becauſe” the Moons being Prince or Ruler among is Stars, 
or Governeſs of the Night is the common language of all People, and _— every 
old Author * almoſt full of. Tulh fays, the Was called Diana, becauſe foe 
a Day of Nt, whilſt all the 'atber Stars did not make a wilight (6 
seh, 4 Vi her The ancient, (+) rhe Gouerneſs,” 1 Mother of the Stars. Apolli 
naris upon the Pſalms calls her The Queen of the Nightly Paths 755 And 42555 
in his ZHyms ſtiles her The Princeſs. of the rar Wile 25 hich is e 
to Hotatt's (f) Bright Ornament of Haden, and 2 55 ent of the Stars. 

Virgil calls her fikewiſe, The Ornament of the Stars. (z eneca terms her the 
bright Godgefs of the obſcure World {by ; and e e, the ils en o 
Heeven and 1 Grace of 1 rhe NES . SSatius Ng _— 
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1 : 99 1 Now 


A $990 ka nee che Were A 


18 e 4 71 10 ou 
D 927 n lg. N. n V 72 WI; * 95 Wagih fon} 
* | 4 


| 15 Dr. Gy Nac fs his Notion of the 80400 of other Worlds before ours, 
by a dee on the Hebrew 0 Veerh, "whit * ſignifies rogetber with, as he 
proves from m W Texts o Scrip ture; and thence concludes, that the Moon was 
to govern the. Night, 2H 18:4 gerte; with rhe Stars, which only ſhine then; 
and that the e Be 8 - the Sr alſo, is an unwarrantable Interpolation : upon 
which he introduces his Deiſt making the following r oe "oy 1 e 


* of his. 
find, Credentiut, you entertain ſothe Noftrums in Divinity, 45 well " 140. 
Well! t would not be in your Cost for, a good deal, if yo ſhould vent the ſe 
Notions in the World; : and yer 1 could not chooſe but laugh, to ſee; what a 
BACK of Syſtematical Divines you would have about your Ears; they would wor- 
you into an atrant Atheilt, as they do me. The Stars no part of the A. 
aic Creation! Bleſs me! here is Divinity enough to raiſe u up the Ghoſts of old 
ZLanchy and John Calvin. Tis well, Credentius, you live in a Philoſophick Age, 
and a Time of Free- thinking, or elle we ſhould fee you in as ſotrowful a pickle, 
as the poor Biſhop that was a, Martyr for aſſerting the Autipodes. A wr 
It is the Doctors Opinion, that the Bounds of the Chaps was that whole Stare, 
which Saturn deſcribes about the Sun; and that when the Fiar for Lighr was 
given, and the Spirit or Wind, by lncubation, mov'd on the &A6y/7, all the 
confuſe, ſtagnating particles of Matter rang'd into Order, and ſubſided; ſome to 
the Centre of the Farth, ſome to Fupiter , others to Venus; and thoſe muddy 
pr became tenuious and pellucid;z which is the firſt Bery — and 5 
ſhin'd thro* when the Sun was. Wade. © 49% 1 
He fays that the Waters aba the Firmament- ate thoſe which belong to ih. 
Body ** 1 Moon, and other Planers, whereof thoſe Bodies are known partly 
to c E Din 
He maintains his Noden of che Plagers being acl on ho! Fitſt Day; tho'ir 
be ſaid they were made on the fourth Day, by ſaying,” that the Sun being made 
on the fourth Day, Expos'd thoſe Planets ro view, which tho” made before, could 
not be ſeen for want of his Light; and in the fame ſence, he ſays the fix'd Stats 
may be ſaid to be made on the foutth Day, becauſe'they then were firſt to be ſcen, 
the Air or Expanſe being firſt made clear on that Day, altho' thoſe * had: been 
created, and receiv'd their Formation many Ages before 
He thinks that the Heat of the Country made the Erhiopians Guy at ficſt, and 
quite black in proccls of Time; and imputes the continuation of that Colour 
to tho Imagination of the Women, who engendred and convets d with the firſt 
tawny and carly Black; and that henceforth'a Nation of Blacks proceeded. He 
inſtances Jacobs multiplying of 'Labar's ſported Shecp; and quotes Heliodorus in 
his Erhiopicks, who makes his fait Chariclea to be born of Blackamoor Parents, only 
by her Mothet's contemplating the Picture of [Andromede in her Bed:chamber!. 
Concerning the Beaſts of America,” he ſays 3 either God) aſter Noah's: Deluge, 
created. them a- new, or elſe preſerv'd them in an extraotdinary manner, as he did 
thoſe in this. part of the Wah in Noah Ark. Which lattet way ſeems to me 
moſt probable, and clear of the Difficulties, which atrend amy other n 
and moſt agreeable to the Divine” Ptactice "int othet Matters. 
Concerning the Formation of Eve,” he thinks tlie word ſignifies Side x 0 that 
God form'd nh out of one of Adam's Sides, or out of both, which the Original 
Word may imply that j is, he” took ſome part of the Subſtanee® of Adam Body 


2 his Side, ET cles d up the Office n, out of ick Subſtance he form d 


Ip days that there JET no * Pr eadamites, Wen Boy! 2 Mid 60 Mp be 
Mather of <1 du - and bs proves Com to o have been 129 Years old, when he 
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God at that tine did give an 


A Sm of this Werk. * 


took fight; and therefore if the Children of Iſtael from 70 Souls, in the Space of 


210 Years, became 600000 fighting Men, whereas a great Number of them died 
during the Increaſe; we may very well ſuppole that the Children of Addn, | . 
amount to 100000 in 130 Yeats, Which is almoſt 's Generation; ſo that Cary: 
might very well build a City, or grow out of the Kopwicage of many, when chere 
were ſuch a numbet of People in the World. © 
Mr. Ray, in his Phyſico-T beological Diſcourſes,writes as follows 2: It was an ei 
ent Tradition among the Heathen, that the World was created out of a Chaos.. 
This he proves by Teſtimonies from Hieſiod, Ovid, A tiſtophanes, Lucan, Euripides, 


Anaxagoras, and proceeds thus. That which I chicfly diflikc in this Opinion of theits, is 


that they make no mention of ihe l of this Chaos, 
as (elf-cxiſtent and A 64 

This Opinion of a Chaos b, if ſoberly 1 underſtood, not a6 1elf- exiſtent and impro: 
duced, but in the firſt place created by God, and ing other Beings, 1 — 
were made out of it, is not, ſo far as I can difcers, any way tepugnant to the holy 
Scripture, but on the contrary rather conſonant and agrecable thereto.” For Moſes, 
inthe Hiſtory and Deſcription of the. Creation, in the firſt Chapter of Geneſis, faith, 
not that God created all things in an inſtant in their full State and perfection, but 
that He ptoceeded gradually and in order from mare imperfect to mote perfect Beings; 
firſt beginning with the Earth; that is, the Terraqueous Globe, which was made 
Tabu Vatohu, without Form, and void, the Waters covering the Face of the Land; 
Which was afterwards ſeparated from the Land, and Kore together in one place. 
Then He created out of the Land and Mater, firſt Plants, and then Animals, 5 . 
rs 2 Beaſts, in order; and laſt of all formed the Body of Man of the Duft of 
4 rt 

And whereas there is no particular mention mate of the Creation'of Mera r, . 
— and other Faſſils they muſt be comprehended in the word Earth, as the Ma 
ter it (elf allo is in the ſecond, Verſe of this Chapter. 

It ſeems, therefore, to me conſonant to the Seriptute, That God Almig hty did 
at firſt create the Earth or e Globe, containing in it ſelf the Princ es of 
all ſimple inanimate Bodies, minute and naturally indiviſible Particles of which 
they were compounded, of various, but a determinate Number of Figutes, and 
perchance of different Magnitudes ;. and theſe yariouſly and confuſedly commixed, as 

they had been careleſly ſhaken and ſbuffled together; yet got ſo, bur that 
there was Order obſerved by the moſt Wiſe Creator in the Diſpoſition 1 8 f them. And 


pe ee e 


not only ſo, but that the ſame Omnipotent Deity did create alſo the Seeds or — 


. 


nal Principles gf all Animate Bodies, both Vegetative and Senſitive; and di 

them, at leaſt the, Vegetative, all over the ſuperficial. part of the Earth and \ 

And the — of 2 an * as this is, the primitive Patriarchs of the World 

delivered to their Poſterity, w ces annex ſomethi of Fabulous to it, 

impoſed upon it the Name of Cds. * ba * | 
The next Work of the Divine Power and Wiſdom,” was the ſeparation of the 

ee from the dry. Land, and raiſing up of the Mountains. 

To which follows the giving to both Elements a TY wer of Hatching, a8 I may 
100 lay, ot quickening and bringing to Perfection the Secds they contained; firſt the 
more imperfect, as Herbs and Treer; then the more perfect. Fiſh, Few), *Four- 
footed Beaſts, 8 Things or Iuſecit. Which may be the eaning of thoſe 
Commands of God, which were operative and effectual, comituhicating to the 
Earth and Water a po power 29 produce what He. "commanded them, Gen. 5 * 

Let the Earth bring forth Graſs, &c. and y. 20. Let the Waters bri 

abundantly the moving Creature, that. bath. Life, and Fowl that may 7 

the Earth, &c, And v. 24. Lei the Earth bring forth the living Creature ifs 

tis Kind, Cattle, and 4 Thang, and Beaſt of the Earth after bis Kind.” ' 
So the Earth was at firſt-cloathed with all. forts of Herbs and Trees; and both 

Earth and Vater farniſhed with lahabicans. And this the Ancients underfivod 


Bur whether, out, of prac-cxiſling Seeds, as I ſyppoſe, ot bot, certain it it, that 


nary and mifaculous power to the Land and 
s and Animals; and after There were as many of 


Water, of producing Vegetable 


Wn ops e as there AE 3 dr. as many 3 it cem 
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ASesgsdaz x of the Work. 
ed to the Divine Creator to ptoduce withou dere rem 
wine Ulementvro bring forch ung Gre, but Al the ſb 888 0 SnSr- Dig 
| alto seta Oo havkig given to epelg Sperich @ Power te generate of propagate. i 
Die. 1 * _ Ne 7 4a inn ene Ii v7 ood ny; Ai woot 
| --pySappoſingthitGodAlinlghty tid at felt create the Terreſtrial Globe, pattiy ot 
 folidatid t6re/pontetous, partly of fluid and lighter parts ; the ſolid and panderous 
muſt riced# naturally ſubſicde, the fluid and lightct get ab VE. Now, that there. were 
ſuch different Parts creared, is cleat, add therefore it is reaſonable. to think, that 
che Waters i firſt ould and above dad cover the Eirth, And thar they. aud. 
| ſeems evident to me from the” Teſtimgny, of the Scripture, , For, in the Hiltory. 
che Creation, inthe fliſt- Chapter of Oer, v. 2. it is laid, 1 bat the Spirit af 
moved aum the' Face of the Waters, \ntimating that the Maters were uppermoſt. 
And God Jail, v. 9. Let tht Waters mider the Heaven be gathered together into 
one plate; ind len the y Lund appear. Whence, I think, it is manifeſt to. any un- 
prejudiced Reader, That befote that rime the Lond was covered with Mater; . cl- 
pecially, if we add the Teſtimony of the 'Holy Plalmiſt, Palm. 104. v, 6 and 9. 
which is as it were a Comment upon This place of Geneſis, whete ſpeaking, of the 
Earth at the Creation, he ſaith, IH coveredſt, it with the Deep as. with a, Gar- 
ment; tb Waters ftood above the Mountains... and ver, 9. That, tbey turn not 
again to cover the 1 thar this Gathering together of Maters was not into 
any ſubtertaneous A,, ſeems likewile clear from the Text; for it is ſaid, That 
— > gary ColtttFhon of Waters, Seas, a3 if it had been on purpoſe to prevent 
/ Cootugbln bebo ee nb br dro 
Whether this Separation of the Land and Mater, and Gathering the Vaters to- 
gether into one place, were done by the immediate Application and Agenc of 
God's Almighty Power, or by the Intervention and Inſſrumentality of Second wy 
ſes, I cannot determine. It might poſſibly be effected by the ſame Caules that 
Earthquakes arc, viz. ſubterranenus Fires and |Flatus's, We ſee what incredible 
Effects the Accenſion of Gunpowder hath : It rends Rocks, and blows up the moſt 
ndcrous and ſolid Walls, Towers and Edifices, ſo that its force is almoſt itreſiſti- 
ble. Why then might not ſuch a proportionable Quantity of ſuch Materials ſet on 
fire together, raiſe up the Mountains themſelves, how great and ponderous ſoever 
they be, yea the whole ſuperficics of the dry-Liand (for it mult all be elevated) above 
the Water ? And truly to me the Plalmiſt ſeems to intimate this Cauſe, Pſalm. 104. 
7. Fot, aſter he had ſaid, The Waters flood aboue the Mountains; he adds, At 
thy Rebu ke they fled, at the Voice of thy Thunder they: haſted away. Now, we 
know that an Earthquake is but a ſubterraneous Thunder : and then immediately 
follows, The Mountains aſcend, the Va lies deſcend, &c. In this Manner of rai« 
ſing the dry Land at firſt, and caſting off the Waters, I was well pleaſed to find th 


. 
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Right Reverend Father in God, Simon-Lord Biſhop of Ely, to agree with me in his 


excellent C ommentary upon Geneſis, cap, 1. vet. g. This, ſaith he, we may con- 
* ceive to have been done by ſuch Particles of Fire as were left in the Bowels of the 


Earth, whereby ſuch We Vapours were kindled, as made an Barth- | 


% quake, which both lifted up the Earth, and made Receptacles for the Waters to 
run into; as the Pſalmilt (otherwiſe I ſhould not venture to mention this) ſeems 


in the forementioned Place to illuſirate its. 


or 


How beit, I cannot poſitively aſſert the Mountains thus to have been raiſed.” But 


yet, whether without Means, or by what ſocver Meaus it were, a Receptacle for 


the Waters was prepared, and the dry Land and Mountains elevated, ſo as to caſt 
off the Waters, on the third Day; and which is wonderful, the Cavities made to 
receive the Waters, on the whole Terra firma or dry Land, with its Mountains, 
wer e ſo proportioned one to the other, as that the one was as much depreſſed'below 

the Shotes, as the other was elevated above them. And as if the one had been taken 


ptagluce withour Seed there remained, op farther Abi 


My. Ray gives inſtances of Mount ains raiſdd by the force of a ſubterrantous Fire 


45 


- 
- 


1 PIER EN aw 
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one think in both. Which, Eq 1 925 | Fa 
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Iy ballance ttic other, according to th i os 4 e 
What the Sea loſes in one ** . 
d, IE 


the Sea comes to be gradually d 
as the Bottom of it be in 411 i clikood 5 
— 15 1 anfwer, the ſame Cauſe that's 105 iſed up the 

ire ot Flatus, railed up alſo the Skirts o ibs Sea 
ſing to the middle Part, 0 Rh rea Ql of 


of the Incumbent tom w a b the 6 
Gele ri in hoſe Parts, 15 55 its 5 eee ee ne pov 
up the Etrth / „ and caſt off the 7 wen Ne Propeing, by,,degrees, ſti 

aters fa 


elevated the Land, and drove. yh till, at length the 
Wei t ef tern was too cat to be raiſed, abe Fire brake at ibe 
Tops of the Mountains, Loy” it 81 2 


eo 
deerca- 
W pf the Tante er Gra- 


open Air. The Watt alſo, h fopnd. the 8 

n ers 0, wher i ttom * 

\imade rele yr inr0 lt thoſe Cayies he Fire had, wade and ef, Hang aha wp 
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as high as tlie Level of t Ocean. BY er * man imagine, that the Earth 

AP the' Water was to Toft and mudey her bei in ths 6 manner raiſcd by fubterranc- 
ous Fire; for I have ſhewn before, that FRE. am of the Sca is ſo ſaddened and 
hardened by the Weight of that incumbept atcr, - that the High-ways, wen 
continually N Horſes and { TORY arc 190 As 3180 * en rulgirnt e 


ene 
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As to the feſt eee e 1 have @ already e two Ops, don 
conſonant and — Scripture,” mogen 


1. That God Alwighty: aid at firſt e the Seeds of al Aae (her 1. the 
Animals themſelves in littie) and diſpets d them ove the ſaperticial Patt of the 
Land and Water, giving Power to thoſe Eteniend 6 to In 1 wap bring them forth 
which when they had done, and all the Animals of theſe created Seeds were p 
duced and perfected, there remained no more Ability in them to . forch uy 
more : but all the made owe theit Original to Generation. I 


2. Becauſe ſome ill bat chat Cod at firſt, ereated a hin im ater! we 
did propoſe that He might, by his Almighty. Power, out of ater 771 Earth, 
make the firſt Set of Animals in their full State of PerfeAtion, (as it is genetally 
believed He did Adam) and give to each Species a' Power by Generation to propa- 
gate their like. For, His commanding the Water and Earth to produce ſuch and 
ſuch living Creatures, ſignifies that He did Himſelf effectually form them out, of the 
Earth and Water; as when He faith, Let there be Eight, &c. the Meaning is 
not, that He did permit or command ſomething elſe beſides himſelf, to Produce 
Light; but that He did, by his own Almighty Power, effectually create it. Indecd, 
the Scripture doth in this manner interpret it ſelf: For, whereas it is ſaid, verſts 
20 and 24. Let the Waters bring forth, &c. and, Let the Earth bring forth her 
Creature, &c. In the next verſes it follows, "nd God created great 
Whales, and every living Creature that moveth, &c. And God made the caſts 


of the: Earth, &c. But now there wy a baader We ot two de moved, con- 
ceraing the Creation of Animals. 


21 


1. Whether God created, a0 bel, a oo Weiber of! every Kind of Abel all 
the Earth over, in their proper Places and Climates; or only two of each Spe- 
cies, a Male and a Female, from which all the reſt proceeded by Generation? This 


latter Opinion Ifind embraced by ſome modern — and it may be made 
* by ſeveral Arguments. 


as 
— 


2. 3& 25, 6. (A) Chap. , 


I. From 


* 


* 


— 


t. From the Analogy to Mankind. There being, at fir 
one Woman created; it is very likely, there were no more ot any other Creatures, 


two being ſufficient, 0 ſhot timer ti YocÞthp Worp: A 1898 F 
2. Becauſe at the time of the general Deluge, there were only two of each Kind 
(of unclæan Beafth) prcferved ini tie Auk; And it to. might then ſufſice, why 


| what likelihood there were * n 


eee, e 
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| But | firſt Opinion, That there were many at firſt created, ſeems more conſd- 


natit t 8 11 which, in tlic mehtion of the Orkätion of Aquatic Oreatutes,; 
uletn ite word : Abunaurly, en. r. 10, Aud God hd, Let the Waters: bring 


fore" uh the wy bing Crearane vhat bath "Life, und Tou thet may. fiy. =: 


v Firmamentt of Haven; And in thejbert:Y.orlc; it cis 
» Int the 77 bring Forth al 3. So that,” at leut, of Birds aud 
Fiftics;" there were mahy Lndteiduals at Hr ertated. As fbe Planta, Certain it ien that. 
cy were created diſperſedly all the World over; they having no loromotive W- 
t, but being freu to 4 place, and the Seeds of many of chem being pondgrons, 
oof "bf oe WORE or any other Mans, and yet thoſe of the tame; 
ecies to und 
remote froth each other, as the FeſverreF and uſtrinn Ahr 
amt cat; nf PUNE MINA bas Ach of nu. bio ad 10 le 
. Concerning the Cteatibn of Animals, thore may yet a farther Queſtion he moy- 
ed, Viz, Whether all Animals that already have been; or herraſtet᷑ ſhall be, were 
at fiſt actually created by God ? or, Whether hath He given to cach Kind ot Ani- 
mals ſuch a power of Generation, as to prepare Matter, and produce new Individu- 
als in their own Bodies? Some are of Opinion. that God did himſelf, at firſt, actu- 
ally create all the individual Animals that ever were, or ever ſhall be; and that 
there. is no ſuch thing as any Productions of new ones, For, they ſay, What were 
that, but a Creation of ſuch Individuals ?© And, what did God at the firſt Creation, 
more than, if this be true, we ſee every day done; that is, produce a new Animal 
out of Matter, which ſelf ptepates? Ail the Difference. is; the doing that in an 
Inſtant, which the Creature muſt take Time to do, For, as for the Preparation, of 


£ b .- 6a 0 


Matter, that muſt be made fit, be the Agent neyer ſo Omnipoten t. 


perf red oft rep 
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Beſides, the Animal · Parent cannot be the Agent or Efficient: in the rake 


tion, or Forming and Noutiſhing of the Fotus q becauſe that is a work of Art ar 
Reaſon, which Brute Creatures are not endued withal 4 nor, indeed, doti Man 
himſelf underſtand any thing of the Proceſs of Generation himſelf, | neither is he. 

conſcious of what is done in the Womb; ſo far is he from being the Doer of it. 
Again, it is moſt probable, if not certain, that moſt Animals have in them, from 
the Beginning, the Sceds or Eggs of all the Young they ſhall afterward bring forth, 

which when they are ſpent and exhauſt, the Creature becomes barren, or, effete. $ 
we ſce all the Female Foetus of viviparous Quadrupeds are brought forth with their 
Teſtes or Ovaria in them, which are eſteemed Parts of their Bodies; itid all Birds 
have in them, from the firſt formation, their Ovary or Egg - cluſter, F J the 
Seeds of all the Eggs they ſhall ever lay, Now, had the Creature a Powet fo. 
ducing new ones, what need was there that there ſhould be ſo many at fifft formed 
in hem? And, why might they not breed them as well afterwards," as. it the be- 
i ning. £ ; Sw» 1&. g ie an: N Fele 0 ; ah 5 1 5 4 | * 
— theſe Philoſophers argue thus: Suppole we, that God did at fliſt create 
two Animals, a Male and Female: The Female muſt be created with its Oarief 


or Teſtes, which (as we ſaid) contained fo many Seeds or Eggs as the Creature 


ſhould ever bring forth Young. So it is clear, that not only the firſt Pair, but the 
firſt Generation of Animals, were actually created. Again; this firſk Generation, 
from cheir firſt Appearance, had each of them (tHe Females 1 mean) its Ovaria, or 
Cluſters of Eggs, every one whereof had, in like manner, its Animalcule in it; ſo 
that this ſecond Generation was alſo created in the firſt, The ſame may be demon- 
rated of the third and fourth; and ſo on, of all the Generations that ſhall, be as 


long as the World laſts. 5 
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. fy the Berinning Ar. gay be render d thus; * Before bs Colt 
had Created tbe Heaven and "the, 5 Earth, The | Earth was 
without Form and Void. V 


* 105 NN 


PWT e ul I Eid. eus re e 
| Heavens rſt. The Aerial Heaven," 2d. The 22 Heaven. 3d. The 4 eſt 
Heaven'or auen of Heavens, which is the Seat of God. fie ſays, that he 
was further induc'd to tranſlate it thus, by reaſon 1 the Chaldees divide the 


Heavens (or  Warlds, 2 the Greets term it,) into three diſtinct Orders: Viz. 
Material, « FEtherial, and Bmpyreal s above all which hey, Place 10 r and 
Throne of God. Anett 421 10, at: 1 124 "7 WEL 

Our Author confirms the Opinion of thoſe, who! maintain that God. cr 

the World out of Nothing; but he ſays, that this ; Opinion, is not to 2 

from this Verſe of | Moſes or from the word Created; aſſerting, that th ict ; 


Hebrews never underſtood the word in this Sence , but that they took i 6 In the, 
Son of the Words, which in Greek and Latin ſignific To * Build, and which 
mport the Formation of any Thing, whatever, in any, manner ſoever.; * 
Th. _ of 2 Kingdom, The, building F a City, planting a Co , or 
tbe like. This interpretation Le Clerc proves, from ſeveral Fav of Scripture, 
and he — that no more is meant by Moſer's Creation, but that this Earth. 
was a Void, and Deſerts Place, before God (nas it FORE and fit for the tecep- 
tion of Animals. DTY 32 ; | | 1 i f b 97 n 12 


; ON on EI TF 


verſe che 3d. 1mm 36 6506-1) «tld. creat; 


Le Clere confeſles bimſelk Abe of the Deſign and Uſe of the Light, 4 
the Firſt Day, and ſays, that the moſt Learned Commentators are more dark 
about it in their Comments, than Moſes is, in his Text; and he makes an 
A — in this place, once for all, for not aiming at the Interpretation of ſuch like 

' Obſcure parts of Scripture. However, in the next Paragraph, he ventures to declare, 
that, 1 e Firſt Day's Light, God cauſed one Hemiſphere to be enlightened, 
which Zight, like the Sun, went ronnd the en and made its won 


a certain number of Hours. 
Verſe the 4th. 


He entirely diſallows of this propoſition, char Ged divided the Light . 
 Darkneſ5, affitming that Moſes could not think of dividing Things, by Ozmnipatency, 
which were divided, in their own Nature, as ſoon as they were created; neither 
doth he allow, that Light and Darkneſs cou'd be ' mix'd together, in @ Chaos: 
for which Reaſons, He renders this te FR thus; and God diſtinguiſh'd Time, by 
4 gebt and Darkneſs : i. e. Da Nieht could never be mealured or reckoned 
W till Zigbt circulated round the 45 of they then were firſt accounted for, when 
| i Light firſt began its Circulation 3 the Earth. This ſeems to give the Pre- 
cedency to Day, tho in the next verſe, he rather gives it to Nigbt: for © thee, 


97 4 


Verſe the 5th. 


He ſays, that the firſt Darkneſs, or Night, and a Light of 12 Boum 
afterwards, made the Firſt Day. This places the Night before the Day, and 


accounts why Moſes lays, the Evening and the oy made One Day, and no 


the Firſt Day. 
In this thing, Le Clerc varies not, from Profs Optnient's:cxnmpt beg in got 


determining = Hours of the duration of the 2 4 01 


* 
— 


J 


* Breſcith Bro, antequam creare. * In his La Came on Geneſis, Fol. nas 
* ky g er : 


A Sp ECIMEN of the Work: 


Verſe the 6th. a 


Le Clerc imagines, that 4 Space did exit, around the Waters, wherein the 
Firſt” Earth was involv'd; and that this Space was in being, long before Orders 
were given, that the Firmament ſhou'd be made. | 
From this Opinion of his, he takes this to be the Sence of the whole Affair 
of the Firmament, and the Haters, both Above and Below it. viz, Let the Clouds 
ariſe out of the Maters, that envelope the Earth, and let them hang in the middle 
of the Air. 7 he = 

This is the ſhorteſt and moſt ſimple explication, extant, of this Firmament, 
and the two Waters, annex d to its Creation: The Reader may judge of the clear- 


neſs and propricty of it. 


% 


Verſe 26th. 


Let ur make Man, is a Phraſe of Moſes's own, wherein, he introduces God 
Almightys reaſoning, aſter this manner, with himſelf ; Since all other things, ap- 


pertaining to our new Creation, of the Earth are finiſh'd and made com- 


pleat z ſince they were all deſign'd for, and prepar'd for the uſe of Man; I will 
create Man; He ſhall enjoy the the benefit of all, that I have made, and he ſhall 
be the laſt and the beſt of this Creation and of its Creatures. | 

Le Clerc hints, that Dictionary Writers derive the word Adam, from adama, 
which ſignifies Earth, and they dcrive adama, again, from an * Hebrew word, 
which fignifics, He bluſb d, or was of a Red colour; But Ludolpbus derives it, 
from an eAtbiopic Word, which ſigniſies Elegant and Delight/ul ; which Epithets 
are attributed to the Earth, from its Beauty and Amenity; from which 
Earth Adam being taken, it was highly reaſonable, to give him a Name, which 
wou'd include, in its Idea, that the Firſ# Man, was of a Rudady and Beauteous 
Countenance, and that he was compos'd of an Elegant and charming Form and 
Portraiture. | | 

Our Author declines ſpeaking of Man's being made in the Image of God, and 
he declares it impoſſible, to underſtand or to explain what Eber offer, for 
the unfolding of it; nay, he goes further and ſays, that no one can tell, in what 


ſenſe, Moſes himſelf conceiv d that his Readers would take it. 


Burnet's Theory of the Farth. (A) 


By the Chaos, J underſtand the Matter o 


Form, or Order, reduc'd into a Fluid Maſs, wherem are the Materials and Ingre- 


di nis of all Bodies, but mingled in Confuſion, one with another; as if you 


ſhould ſuppoſe all ſorts of Metals, Gold, Silver, Lead, melted down together in a 


common Maſs, and ſo mingled that the Parts of no one Metal, could be diſcern d as di- 
ſtin& from the reſt, this would be a little metallic Chaos. Suppoſe then the Elements 
thus mingled, Air, Water and Earth, which are the Principle of all Terrc- 
ſtrial Bodies, mingled I ſay, withong any Order of higher or lower, heavicr or 
lighter, ſolid or volatile, in ſuch a kind of confusd Mals, as is here repreſented ; 
the firſt change, that we ſhould imagine to happen, wou'd be this; that the hea- 
vieſt and groſſeſt parts would fink down towards the middle of it; (for there 
we ſuppole the Centre of its Gravity,) and the reſt wou'd float above. Their 
gtoſſer Parts thus ſunk down, and compreſſed more and more, would harden, by 

degrees, and conſtitute the interior Parts of the Earth: The reſt of the Maſs, 
which ſwims above, would be alſo divided, by the ſame Principles of Gravity, 
into two Orders of Bodies; the one liquid, like Water, the other volatile, like 
Air; for the more fine. and active parts diſentangling themſelves by degrees from 
the reſt, word mount- above them, and having Motion enough to keep them 
upon the Ming, would play in thoſe open places, where they conſtitute that Body 
which we call Air. The other part, being groſſer than theſe, and having a more 
languid Motion, could not fly up, ſeparate from one another, as theſe did; 
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F the Farth and Heaven, without Burnet, 


F | | \ 


30% A SPECIMEN of the Work. 
but ſettled in a Maſs together, under the Air, upon the Body of the 
Earth, compoſing not only Waters, ſtrictly ſo called, but the whole Maſs of Li- 
quors or liquid Bodies, belonging to the Earth. The liquid Maſs whicli 
"encircled the Earth, was not, as I noted, before, the mere Element of Water, 
but a Collection of all Liquors, that belong to the Earth. Now, ſceing there are two 
chief Kinds of Terreſtrial Liquors, thoſe that are fat, oily, and light, and thoſe, that 
are lcan, and more Earthy, like common Water; which two arc generally round - 
in compound Liquors; we cannot doubt, but there were of both ſorts in this 
common maſs of Liquids, And it being well known, that theſe two kinds 
mixt, together if left ro themſelves, and the general Action of Nature, ſeparate - - 
one from another, when they come to ſettle, as in Cream, and thin Milk, Oil, 
and Water and ſuch like ; we cannot but conclude that the fame cftet wou'd 
follow here, and the more oily and light part of this Maſs, wou'd get above the 
other, and ſwim upon it; the whole Maſs being divided into two leſler 
Maſles. N e 9 | 
 Hitherto the Changes of the Chaos are eaſy and unqueſtionavle, and wou'd be 
_ diſpatch'din a ſhort time; we. muſt now look over again theſe two great Maſſes 
of the Air and Water: and conſider how their impurities or grofler parts would 
be diſpoſed of,* for we cannot imagine but they were both at firſt very muddy and 
impure, and as the Water wou'd have its Sediment, which we arc not here con- 
cerned to look after; ſo the grear Regions of the Air, would certainly have their 
Sediments too. For the Air was as yet thick, groſs and dark; there are abun- 
dance of little Terreſtrial Particles ſwimming in it till, aftet the groſſeſt were ſunk 
down, which by their heavineſs and lumpiſh Figure, made their way more caſily *' 
and ſpeedily : The lefſer and lighter, which remain'd, wou'd- ſink too, but more 
ſlowly and in a longer time, ſoas in their deſcent they wou'd meet that oily Liquor 
upon the face of the Deep, or upon the Watry Maſs, which wou'd cgtangle and 
ſtop them from paſling any further; whereupon mixing there with that unions 
Subſtance, 'they compoſe a certain S/ime, or fat, ſoft, and light Earth, fpread upon 
the face, of the Waters. | | 85 SELL bo 
This thin and tender Orb of the Earth encreaſed ſtill more and more, as the 
little, earthy parts, that were detain'd in the Air, could make their way to it: 
ſome having a long journey from the upper Regions, and others, being very light, 5 
 wou'd float up and down, a good while, before they cou'd wholly difengage - 
themſelves and deſcend. But this was the general Rendeſvouz, which ſooner or 
later they all got to, and mingling more and more with that oily Liquor, they ſuck 
it all up at length, and were wholly incorporate together, and ſo began to grow more 
more and more ſtiff and firm making both but one Subſtance, which was the firſt Con- 
cretion, or firm and conſiſtent Subſtance, that roſe upon the Face ot the Chaos, What 
be a more proper ſeminary for Plants, and Animals than a Soil of this Temper . 
and Compoſition? A fine and lighter ſort of Earth, mixt with a Benign Juice, 
ealy and Obedient to the action of the Sun, or of what other Cauſes were em- 
ploy d by the Author of Nature, for the production of Things, in the new- made 
Earth > Whit ſort or diſpoſition of Matter, could be more fit and ready to catch Lite 
from Hcaven, and to be drawn into all Forms, that the Rudi ments of Life or the + 
Bodics of living Creatures cou'd require? What Soil more proper for Vegetation, 1 
than this warm Moiſture, which cou'd have no fault, uulcls it was too fertile, anßeg 
luxuriant; and that is no fault neither at the beginning of the World ? This Ham jo : 
ſure of, that the Learned among the Ancients, both Greeks, «Egyptians, Phe: F 
nicians, and others, have deſcrib'd the Primigenial Soil, or the Temper of the” *, . , 
Earth, that was the firſt Subject for the Generation and Origin of Plans and Ani- > _ 
mals, after ſuch a manner as is truly expteſs d and I think with advantage by this 
draught of he Primigenial Earth. #2740 l 1 "9D 
Thus, you ſee the external Form of the primigenial Earth was Smocth, Regular, 
and Ini form, without Mountains and without a Sea; for there could:be no habita- 
ble Earth torm'd out of the Chaos, unleſs by .Concretion upon the face of the Wa- 
ter | yy r N 
The Doctor proves this from ſeveral Texts of Scripture. The Pſalmiſt ſays God 
founded the Earth upon the Sea, and extended or ſtretched out the. Earth above the 
Waters, and that he ſbut up the of the Sea as in Baggs, and laid up the 
Abyſs, as in Store-Houſes. He quotes much more out of the Provervs of Solo. 
mon, and Job, and then concludes, by uling the old Notion of a Mundane Egg. 


to ſhew the internal Shape of the Antediluvian Earth. vie. 
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. A SyrxciMen of the Work 51 
The 7olk and its Membrane anſwer to the Central Fire, which he ſuppoſes to be - 
in the Earth. The White, The Abyſs of Waters, which lies under the Earth, and 


upon the Membrane of the "Talk and then he compares the Earth to the Shel! of 
the Egg; which Notion he ſays, the Latins, Greeks, Perſians, and Sen 


— 


As an Addendum to Dr. owt I cannot but obferve from a later Work of 
his, * tha: Philoſophers and Chriſtians have all conſented to the Notion of a Chaos; 
but he adds that the Primitive Farth, aroſe from this Chaos, in a different Form 
from what Moſes deſcribes, for Moſes deſcribes the Earth in ſuch a Manner, as 
was viſible to the People in his Days, and as it has continued in the ſame- 
Situation ever ſince; and juſtifies Moſes for doing this, becauſe it would have been 

flible for him to have deduc'd the Earth from its original Form, without a 
long Serirs of. Arguments, relating to that original Form, down to his own Time. 
In ſhort he concludes, that neither the Sun, nor Stars were produc'd from our Earthly 
Chaos, and ſays that as Moſes had plac d Man at the Head of this Creation, . and 
had made him the Supreme Lord of it under God, he could note but reprelent 
the whole Univerſe, as created for his Uſe and Benefit alone. 
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N the Beginning God created the Heaven and Earth, that i is, the Univerſe. He „ 
| produc'd all Creatures, viſible and inviſible, ſpiritual, as well as corporcal, out The Firſt Day. 
of Norbing. But God has not reveal d to us, either the preciſe Time, or the e Creation 
Order, or manner of the Production of the Spiritual Beings, vis. of Ang ls, n 
mon, and the Souls of Men, We know this indeed, that the Infernal Spirits were ute J. C. we 
created by God, and cndow'd with a pure and innocent Nature; but that, by their g. 40.4 
own Malignity, they fell from this holy State: (a). We know'likewiſe, that the i» the 710 year 
Angels, continuing in their original Obedience to their Creator, have ſtill preſery err 95 
their primitive State of Felicity and Glory. Many Authors (5) have been of Opi- 
nion, that human Souls were created at the Beginning of the World; but the 
Doctrine of our Schools, at preſent, is, that God creates every particular Soul, at 
the ſame Inſtant, when its reſpective Body is form'd. There are ſome Writers who 
maintain, that Angels were created before all ſenſible Things; but others aſſert, 
that they did not receive their Being, till the firſt Day, wherein Light was made (c) 
As it is my Deſign to write an Hiſtory only, I ſhall not engage in a, diſcuſſion 
of theſe different Schemes; but content my ſelf with acquainting my Reader, that 


the Angels, Demons, and Souls, mention d in this Work, are the moſt noble and 


23 on excellent of the Creatapes of God ; that they are pure Spiritual Eſſences; and that, 
A Whatever Defects or Malignity they are ſunk into, it is not to be attributed 
e to their Creator, but to their own abuſe of Free- will. (4) 


fe The Matter deſtin'd to compoſe this ſenfible World, was then nothing but a 
confus'd- Mais, ſuch. as the Poets deſcrib'd the Chaos. The Heaven, the Air, 


5 . the Water, and the Earth were undiſtinguiſh'd from each other, and form d one 


conſus d and dark Heap. The Earthy Matter, being moſt ponderous, ſubſided, and 

reſted about the Center; the Water, mix d with the Particles of Earth, en- e 

compaſs d it vn overy ſide; the Etherial and Celeſtial Matter, being charg d with Watry \ 
and groſſer Particles, roſe uppermoſt. At length, an impctuous. Wind preſs d upon 

the Waters, and put them into a violent Agitation; which, by the Power of God, 

ſerv'd-to reduce this Created Matter from its Confuſion, and give it ſome Form. 
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|. Day. On the Firſt Day, God created Light, and diffus d- its Brightneſs over the 

L 00 Chaos. This Light was not occaſion d by the Sun or Stats, which were not 
made till the Fourth Day. It ſeems to have been a rude Draught of the Sun, 
which was not perfected till four Days after. This Light mov d round the Aby is 
as regularly as the Sun, and for the four firſt Days, ſerv'd to diſtinguiſh Day from 
Night, and Light from Darkneſs. The Matter which compos d thoſe immenſe 
Vorticcs, which we call Sars, began to get into a Body g and their Motion, by 
preſſing upon the Ethereal Matter, caus d a Brightneſs in the World; tho, as yet, 
there was no Animal, to diſcern this imperfect Light. 

N. DAY. On the ſecond Day, God made the Firmament, and ſeparated the Waters aboue, 

am the Waters below, 

i Moſes, in his Account, very frequently ſpeaks after à popular Manner : the 
Vulgar ſuppoſe the Heavens to be a Vault of Chryſtal, above which are great 
Receptacles of Water; from whence the Rains deſcend on the Earth. But this 
popular Manner of conceiving and ſpeaking, being brought to the Teit of Truth, 
and the Exactneſs of Philoſophical Language, means only this z (4) that the Heavens 
and the Air were entirely diſengaged from the mixture of, Warry and Earthy Par- 
ticles, and that, on the ſecond Day, the Air and Heavens were made, and the 
Waters diſtributed in ſuch a Manner, that one Part remain'd upon the Earth, 
while the other was elevated in Vapours, and form'd the Clouds, and delcended 
in Showers. 

m 5 On the third Day, God commanded the Waters under the Heaven to het 

The - 0430 together in one Place, and the dry Land to appear and it was ſo. Thc Water 

ot the Sea. cover'd the whole Surface of the Earth, and entred into all its Pores; ſo that the 
Earth was ſunk” in the Body of Waters, like a Ball in a large Veſſel of any Li- 
quid. Immediately, at God's Commandment, the Earth lifted itſelf above the 
Waters, and floated upon that Element, like a Melon in Water; for this very 
compariſon is usd by the Eaſtern Nations, to expreſs the State of the Earth, 
founded on the Waters; and moſt of the Scripturc Expreſſions allude to it. 
However, this manner of ſpcaking is by no means exact. Tis more Philoſophi- 
ca! to ſay, that all the Globe of Earth being then mix d with the Water, and 
encompaſs'd by it, God Almighty caus'd the Waters to flow to certain Cavities on 
the Surface of the Earth ; ſo that the Dry Land with its Mountains and Eminences, 
and the Water in its proper Cavities, form'd one Globe of Earth, which was 
compos'd of theſe two -Elements, that were united together without any 
Confuſion. 

In. DAV. . On the ſame Day, God commanded the Earth to produce the Graſs bringing 

The Creation. forth Seed, and the Trees bearing Fruit, after their Kind, with their Sced in them, 

tags and to propagate their Kind on the Earth ; and it was ſo. God had no ſooner cleva- 

8 ted the Earth above the Watcts, but it was cover'd with Plants, Graſs, and Fruits, as 
well for Ornament as for the Nouriſhment of Man and other Anime which he 
was about to create immediately after. There is a Diſpute concerning the Scaſon, 
whercin the World, was created; whether it was the Spring or Autumn : bur, 
for my part, I prefgrtheir Opinion, who. ſuppoſe it was form'd in Autumn. For it it 
were in the Hering, is it probable that God would have forbid Adam to touch 
the Fruic of the Pre of 8 or that Eve would have ſaid to the the 
Serpent; We may eat of all the Fruits of this Earthly Teradiſe, except of the 
Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge? 

iv.vay, On the Fourth Day, God created the Luminaries of Heaven, to. divide the 

The Creation Day from the Night; to mark out the Times, Seaſons, Days and Years; to give 

bes er Light in the Heaven, and diffuſe theit Beams over the Earth. God therefore made 

Stars. the Sun, Moon, and Stars, which, with their regular and uniform Courſes, 
enlighten the Earth, and afford certain Rules for the Diſtinction of Times, of Days, 

* Months, and Years; for the Order of Aſſemblies, Ecſtivals, and the Times of 
Reſt and Labour. Moſes, by the admirable Brevity and Conciſeneſs of his Narration, 
has, in one Word, deſtroy'd all the ſuperſtitious Worſhip of the Stars, and the Abſur- 
dities of Judiciary Aſtrology, by ſaying, that the Stars were only deſign d to 

mark out to us he Times and Seaſons. 

Ws On the Fifth Day, God commanded the Sea to produce the Fiſh, which ſwim 

The ©:-3:ion, in the Water; and the Fowl, that fly in the Air. The Sea immediately produc'd 

3 aud the Fiſh and Fowl, of every Kind. At the ſame time God commanded them 

2 to multiply and made them fruitful ; the Fiſh in the Water, and the Birds in 
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the Land. There is a great Controverſy concerning the Otigin of Birds; ſome 
will have them produc'd, from Water; and others, from the Earth, like other 
Animals, that reſpire, and live in the Air and on the Ground. But the Opinion 
of thoſe, who aſſert, that they were form'd out of the Water, ſeems to be parti- 
culatiy expreſs d by Moſes; and is -maintain'd by alnroſt' all the Ancients, as well 
as by the moſt ingenious among the Moderns. | 
On che Sixth Day, God faid; Let the Earth bring forth living Creatures, ſavage VI DAY. 

and domeſtic Animals, Creeping Things, and every kind of Earthly Creatures ; 4 
and it was ſo. Upon this Subject there are many curious Queſtions ſtarted, which £ 
are foreign to my Diſcourſe. Mio. avs 8 
My Commentary upon Geneſis may be conſulted upon this Matter, together 
with many other excellent Writers upon this Book, It ſeems unneceſſary that 
God ſhould create a great Number of Animals of every kind, ſince one pair was 
ſufficieat to ſtock the whole Earrh; as is evident from this, that one Man and 
Woman have peopled every Part of the Earth. The wild and vencmous Crea- 
tures were not, in the leaſt, noxious to Man, in a State of Innocence; becaule 
God had given him an abſolute Power and Dominion over them, as well as over 
all other Creatures; and endow'd him with ſuch a complcat Knowledge and 
Wiſdom, that he knew all the noxious Qualities of Animals and Plants, in order 
ro prevent the bad Effects of them, or, at leaſt, to heal himſelf entirely, if he 
- ſhould chance to be hurt or wounded, As for Monſters, they came not till after 
the Fall, and were occaſion'd cither by the promiſcuous Copulation of Animals 
of different Species, ox by an Error in the Imagination of the Mother, or by the 
Artifice of Men, who to gratify their Paſſion and Curioſity, have, as I may ſay, 
decciv'd Nature, by determining the general Laws, which ſhe is accuſtom'd to fol- 
low, and applying them to particular Subjects, contrary to her Intention. th 

On the ſame ſixth Day, God ſaid; Let us make Man in our Image, and Stow i 8 
litude. He created Man out of the Clay of the Earth, and breath'd into him the The Creation 
Breath of Life. He made him in his Image, and gave him Reafon, Underſtand- “t Man. 
ing, Memory, Knowledge, Righteouſneſs, and Innocence, with Power ovet all | 
the Earth and over all Creatures; and God conſtituted him as an inferior Deity 
over the Earth. But Man, by Reaſon of Sin, of which we ſhall ſpeak hereafter, 
loſt wholly or in part that ſimilitude with God, in which his chief Dignity con- 
ſiſted ; but he is, however, in a Capacity to recover it, thro* the Aſſiſtance of God, 
if he himſelf would retrace and keep in View the Holineſs, Juſtice, and Bounty 
of his Creator, and the Meekneſs, Patience, and Humility of Jeſus Chriſt; who 
to reſtore to Man that Image of God, which he had loft, was content, that 
himſelf ſhould be made in the Image of Man, to be cloath'd with Human Na- 
ture and all its Infirmities, without ever taking Part in Sin and its Conſequences, 
unleſs it were to expiate them by his Death. | Neg | | 


Calmet's Commentary. Tom. 1. Part 1. 
Gene/is CHAP. I. Verſe 1. 


St. Auguſtin thinks that the Ange's fell on the firſt Day, and that by God's ſepa- G inet 
rating the Light from the Darkneſs is meant, his ſeparating the good from the bad 


Angels. 
Verſe 1. 


The Spirit, of which Moſes ſpeaks here, was the Spirit or Mind of the Ancients, 
the Soul of the Morid, and that Love which they ſo often mention. Cajetan 
thinks it was an Angel. Calmet ſays, Things were Pele mole, at the Beginning of 
the World. 2h FN os ; : 

y 4 Verſe 3. 


The Light of the firſt Day is compar'd to that, which guided the Children of I/ 
rael in the Wilderneſs, to that of Aurora, and to that of the Sun under a Cloud. 


Verie. . 


It is not ſaid that God created Darkneſs; ſo that He ſeparated the Light from 
the Darkneſs, by the natural Qualities, wherewith he endow'd Light; whercas 


Darkneſs is the Privation only. | 
0 f # Ver le 
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To what has been ſaid before in this Specimen, on the Precedenty ofthe: Eien, « 
it will not be improper to add here a few Things from Ca/met's Chronological” Ne- 


1 ; marks, prefix*'d to his Commentary, p. 75. The Chriſtian Church recounts het 
K Off from one Veſper to another. The Numidians of Lybia'®) commence their 
4 x Days from the Even. He quotes Aulus Gellius (), Cæſar () and Tacitus, to 


| bs prove that the Athenians, Gauls, and Germans did the fame ; and lays that the 
| ancient Flandrians inſtead of three Nights made uſe of three Days. He ſays that the 
Engliſb (o) at this day, call a Week, Hennig bt, which, litterally, ſignifies ſeven 
Nights. He inſtances the Bobemians, near Poland, and the Arabians () to the 


15 N 


ſame Purpoſe. a ee 
Verſe 11. 


He recites moſt of the foremention d Opinions, about the Maters above the 
Firma ment, and adds two Reaſons for the Reality of their Exiſtence ; viz x. to 
temper the Heat of the Sun and Stars, leſt they ſhould, burn the Earth; and be- 
cauſe God divided the Waters into two Parts, ſending one Part above the Firma- 
meut, and leaving the other Part in the Aby/F. -. But our Author thinks that Moſes e 
ſpeaks according to the Opinion of the Vulgar, who ſeeing Rain deſcend and never 
riſe, think there muſt be a Fund of Waters above the Air ; and he ſays, that to ex- 

plain theſe Waters of the Clouds, that are exhald from the Earth, which fall in Rain, 
is the eaſieſt and ſimpleſt Senſe, and is doing Juſtice to Aaſ eg. 
Calmet writes that moſt of the Fathers, that a Council held in Paleſtine, by order 
of Pope Victor, by Theophilus Alexanarinus, and that the Poets affirm, that the 
World was made in Spring; but that the Hebreus, and Egyprians, with the beſt 
Chronologers and other Learned Men, maintain Autumn to have been the Time: 
| becauſe the Fruits ſhould. be ripe to feed Adam. He ſays that this Controverly can 
never be decided, it being impoſſible to have either Spring or Autumn oyer all the 
World, at the ſame Time. He himſelf ſays, an Eſtimate of this Aﬀair muſt be ta- 
ken from Armenia, in which Place Adam was created ; that the Fruit muſt have 
been ripe there at the Creation; and that in other Parts of the World, they were 
either ripening or in flower; or the Trees were naked, according to the difference 
of Climates from Armenia. He ſays likewiſe, that in each Part of the World, God 
created a Pair of Animals or more, and provided them with ſuſtenance, according 
to the Place and Time of their Creation, giving them Powers and Abilities to 


ſupport and maintain themſelves. EY | 


Verſe. 18. 


It is worth while to read our Author on this Verſe, concerning the Nature and 
Power of the Stars. t 
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Verſe 20. 


It is a very ludicrous Obſervation of his, that ſome Monks contend for the uſe 
of Fowl on Faſt Days, becauſe they were created out of Mater. 
There are not wanting, who think, that Air and Clouds are meant by Water 
in this Verſe ; and that Fowl were produc'd out of the Element of Air, wherein 
they were to ſubſiſt. Calmet, to ſuſtain their Opinion, who maintain that Fowl 
were made out of the Earth, ſays that it doth not appear from this Verſe, that they 
were created out of the Water, the Text being thus; Let the Haters bring forth 
the creeping Thing that hath Life, and let the Fowl In above the Earth, and un- 
der the Firmament of Heavea. TE TW. Oy n e e 
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To what has been ſaid before in this Specimen, on the Precedenty of the: Evie 
it will not be improper to add here a few Things from Calmet's Chronological” Re- 
marks, prefix d to his Commentary, p. 75. The Chriſtian Church recounts her 
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. » Offic:s from one Veſber to another. The Numidians of Lybia'(®) commence their 


Days from the Even. | He quotes Aulus Gellius (o), Cæſar () and Tacitus, to 
prove that the Athenians, Gauls, and Germans did the ſame; and lays that the 


ancient Flandrians inſtead of bree Nights made uſe of three Days. He ſays that the 
Engliſb (d) at this day, call a Week, Sennig bt, which, litterally, ſignifies ſeven 


Nights. He inſtances the Bobemians, near Poland, and the Arabians (e) to the. 
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He recites moſt of the foremention'd Opinions, about the Waters above the 
Firma ment, and adds two Reaſons for the Reality of their Exiſtence ; vis x. to 
temper the Heat of the Sun and Stars, leſt they ſhould burn the Earth; and be- 
cauſe God divided the Waters into two Parts, ſending one Part above the Firma- 
ment, and leaving the other Part in the Aby/5. But our Author thinks that Moſes 
ſpeaks according to the Opinion of the Vulgar, who fecing Rain deſcend and never 


riſe, think there muſt be a Fund of Waters above the Air; and he ſays, that to ex- 


plain thele Waters of the Clouds, that are exhal'd from the Earth, which fall in Rain, 


s the caſjeſt and ſimpleſt Senſe, and is doing Juſtice to Moſes. 


Calmet writes that moſt of the Fathers, that a Council held in Paleſtine, by order 
of Pope Victor, by Theophilus Alexanarinus, and that the Poets affirm, that the 
World was made in Spring; but that the Hebreus, and Egyprians, with the beſt 
Chronologers and other Learned Men, maintain Autumn to have been the Time; 
becauſe the Fruits ſhould be ripe to feed Adam. He ſays that this Controverſy can 
never be decided, it being impoſſible to have either Spring or Autumn over all the 


5 World, at the ſame Time. He himſelf ſays, an Eſtimate of this Affair muſt be ta- 


ken from Armenia, in which Place Adam was created; that the Fruit muſt have 
been ripe there at the Creation; and that in other Parts of the World, they were 
either ripening or in flower; or the Trees were naked, according to the difference 
of Climates from Armenia. He ſays likewiſe, that in each Part of the World, God 
created a Pair of Animals or more, and provided them with ſuſtenance, according 
to the Place and Time of their Creation, giving them Powers and Abilities to 


ſupport and maintain themſelves. 


Verſe. 18. 
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It is worth while to read our Author on this Verſe, conccrning the Nature and 


Power of the Stars. 


Verſe 20. 


It is a very ludicrous Obſervation of his, that ſome Monks contend for the uſe 


of Fowl on Faſt Days, becauſe they were created out of Mater. 


There are not wanting, who think, that Air and Clouds are meant by Waters 
in this Verſe ; and that Fowl were produc'd out of the Element of Air, wherein 


they were to ſubſiſt. Calmet, to ſuſtain their Opinion, who maintain that Fowl 


were made out of the Earth, ſays that it doth not appear from this Verſe, that they 
were created out of the Water, the Text being thus; Let the Maters bring forth 
the creeping Thing that hath Life, and et the Fowl fly above the Earth, and un- 


der the Firmament of Heaven. 
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* Veaſ. 24. 


Gregory „ Ny/ſon and St. Auſtin think that God created ſeveral Kinds of Beaſts, in 
ſeveral Parts of the Earth, at the ſame Time; but moſt other Fathers think that he 


created but one Couple, Male and Female, 


2 Verſe 26. 


The Hebrews fo, God ſpeaks here to his Council; and the Chaldeans aſſert 
that he never acts without Angels. 

Plato ſays, God gave Commiſſion to inferior Gods to eke the Soul and Body : 
Philo aſſerts the ſame, and that it was they who infus d Evil into the Human Nature. 


Tertullian ſays, That the reaſonable Part of our Souls came from God, but what is 


_ unreaſonable in it, was deriv'd from the Devil. This is the Principle of the Mant- 
chees. The ancient Fews and others held that our Souls were all created at once; 


on the firſt Day. Foſe epbus, Manaſſah Ben Iſrael, and the Kauen are of — 


ſame Opinion. 


Verſe 27, 


Plato * fays, that at the Beginning, God created a Male, a Female, and an Herma⸗ 
phrodite; and Engubine(*), with ſome of the Rabbius (*), aſſerts, that the Bodies of 
the Man and Woman were at firſt joyn d together, but ſeparated, while Adam was 
aſleep. Other Rabbins maintain that God created two Women, Lilit and Eve; 
that the firſt, like Adam, was taken out of the Earth, and Eve out of his Fleſh and 
Side. The Fews relate many Stories of Lilit; and pretend that it is of her that 1/as 
ab ſpeaks, 24. 14. They ſay ſhe was a diſobedient Wife, and endeayourd to 
murder her Children, as ſoon as they were born. | 


Saurin in his Diſſertation () (tranſlated by Mr. Chamberlayne) on the 1ſt. of Geneſis, 
ſays, that God, at firſt created Matter; but that Moſes docs not ſay, pteciſely, in 
what time; whether in that period, which he calls the firſt Day, (which ſeems moſt 
probable) or whether it was before; he only ſays, that God crete it; which is all 
that was neceſſary to be known. 

God having in an inſtant produc'd Matter out of Nothin might afterwards, in 
the ſame inſtant; have endow'd it likewiſe with Motion and be ang but he was pleas d 
to make uſe of ſix Days, in doing it, that we might the more caſily, diſcover the 
Order, and follow the guidance of his Wiſdom obſerv d therein. 

On the firſt of the ſix Days God communicated a rapid Motion to a Portion of 
Matter, which even thereby became a luminous Body, Several Opinions, vented 
on the Nature of this Phænomenon ate eddi but none of them, as yet, appear 
to be demonſttated. 

On the ſecond Day the Firmament was created, to which Word the ſeventy In- 
terpreters joyn another Notion, in tranſlating it the Firm, the Solid, following the 
ancient Philoſophers, who fancied the Hens to be a ſolid Body, and that the Stars 


were faſten' d therein. 


Faurin ſays, that we know too little of the Confiration of thi Univerſe, to un- 


derſtand what thoſe Waters are, which are above the Firmament. 

On the third Day the lower Waters were gather d together, that the Earth might 

become habitable; but he does not tell whether this Work was done by himſelf im- 
me diately, or by ſecond Cauſes. 
_ Moſes does not determine the Queſtion, whether God had created al thoſe Seeds 
before hand, which he had ſcatter'd promiſcuouſly thro' the Chaos, that he might 
draw them out of it on the third Day, or whether he form'd them on that ſame Day 
nor does he give us any light in the famous Diſpute, whether every Seed, then crea- 
ted, contain'd within it, all thoſe, Seeds, that wete to beproduc'd, afterwards, as ſome 
Ancients, a and a great many Moderns maintain d 
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Saurin: 


56 


Dr. C'arke. 


A Sndibcns of ths Work. 


On the fourth Day, God created the Sun, Moon and Stars, but Saurin has no- 
thing new or unobſerv'd, before, on this Text, except that Rabbi Jarchi ſays they 
were ſigns of Feſtivals, and that their notion ought to be rejected, who infer * 
ctary Aſtrolog y from them. 

On the geek Day s Creation, he has nothing new, except that a curious Rabbi fa ys, 


that the word Wþales, is often taken for the greateſt Fiſhes. (FIRE Eliez. Chap. 9. 
Pag. 19. Farchi in Gen. xxi. Pag. 8 ). 


He ſays that ſome Nal bins affirm, that God, on this Day, created great Whales ; 
that he kept one of them alive till now, to diyert himſelf with it ; that he preſerves the 
other from Corruption in ſalt Water; and that at thelaſt Day, it will be one of thoſe 
nice Diſhes, with which God deſigns to treat good Men. 

On'the ſixth Day, God. created the Animals, and Man and Woman; for My ofes 


. fays, that on this Day God made them Male and Female. 


Saurin ſuperſedes ſeveral difficult Queſtions ; and lays, ſome Authors think that 
the Angels were created at this Time, from theſe Words; thus. the Heavens and 
the Earth were finiſhed and all the Hoſt of them, underſtanding Angels by the 
word Hoſt. No doubt, fays he, but the Angels were witneſſes of the Creation, 
and ſhouted for Joy; but it is a queſtion, whether they had not been created long 
before; nothing obliging us to admit that God exiſted” alone to that preciſe inſtanr, 
which he had deſtin d for the Creation of the Univerſe. 

Neither does he engage in the Controverſy,” at what time of the Year the World 
was created, and ſays with Father Calmet, that it cannot be reſolv'd, becauſe it is 
impoſſible, if the World was creatcd in ſix Days, that Spring and Autumn ſnou d 


happen throughout the whole Earth at the ſame time, fo that what one might ſay con- 


cerning theſe two Seaſons, cou d not be verifyed in reſpect to one Climate, and one 
part of the World, without eſtabliſhing the contrary, at the lame time, in fe 
another. 
He ſays that God took himſelf for a Model in this Maſter- piece of Nature, when N 
he ſaid, Let us make Man in our Image: an Expreſſion, which we may, juſtly, pro- 
nounce formidable; from'the danger of our wreſting or miſunderſtanding its Mean- 
ing. It ſcems, at firſt ſight to ſap the unity of the firſt Being. 
„Some Jews underſtand 2% Spirit of the Meſſiah, by the Spirit that mov i on * 
Waters. ' 
Theſe words, In the beginning God created the Heaven and the Earth, may be 


rendred, the Gods hath created, in the be inning. . 


fle thinks the word Elobim, means the Trinity; and that the words Let us, have 
no regard to the plural manner wherein Princes ſpeak; this being Modern. He ridi- 
cules the Opinion of thoſe who ſay, that God in order to make Man in his Image, 
united himſelf to a mortal Body, as an Exemplar to form Adam by; and agrees not 


to their Notion, who ſay, that the Me//r ah had this exemplary Body, then, layn's 


to him, 

Adam was, doubtleſs, created in a ſtate of Purity; only it behoves us to take care 
that the Idea, which we concieve of his Purity, docs not impeach what we have 
been told, and what the event * juſtity ed, concerning the loſs of it. 


Dr. Clarke * ſpeaking of the Opinions of the Ancients concerning tbe Eternity 
of the World, writes thus: * Almoſt all the old Philoſophers, who held the Eterni- 
nity of the World, did not thereby mean (at leaſt their Arguments do not tend to 
prove) that it was Independent and Self. exiſtent; but their Arguments are wholly 
levelled, either to prove barely that Something muſt needs be Eternal, and that the 
Univerſe could not poſſibly ariſe out of Nothing abſolutely and without Cauſe; which | 
is all that Ocellus Lucanus's Arguments amount to; or elſe that the World is an 
Eternal and Neceſſary Effect, flowing from the Eſſential and Immutable Energy of 
the Divine Nature; which ſeems to have been Ariſtotle's Opinion: or elſe, that the 
World is an Eternal Voluntary Emanation from the All-wiſe and Supreme Caule ; 
which was the Opinion of many of Plato Followers. 
Concerning the Power of God, to create Matter, he writes thus: (A) Infinite 
Power includes a Power of creating Matter. This has _ e denied by all 
Atheiſts, 
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| | A Sp ROT MEN of the Work. x 
Athsiſſe both ancient and modern; and as conſtantly affirm'd by all who believe 
the Bei and have juſt Notions of the Attributes of God. The only Reaſon which 
the Atheigs have, or can pretend to alledge for theit Opinion, is, that the Thing is 
In ies on Natute abſolutely Impoſihle. But how does it appear to be Impoſlible? 
Why, only becauſe they are not able to comprehend how it can be. For, to reduce 
it to a Contradiction, (which is the alone real Impoſſibility) this they are by no means 
able to doi For, to ſay that ſomething which once was not, may ſince have begun 


— 


to exiſt, is neither directly, nor by any Conſequence whatſoever, to aſſert, that That 


which ig not, can d, While it is not, ot that That which 7s, can not be, while it is. 
'Tis true, we who have been us d to converſe only with Generations and Cotruptions; 
and never ſaw any Thing Made ot Created, but only Formed or Framed; are apt to 
endeavout to coꝑform our Idea of Creation, to that of Formation; and to imagine, 
| thavazdal — there is ſome Pre- exiſting Matter, out of Which a Thing is 
Formed, ſo in Creation there muſt, be. conſidered a, Pre- exiſtent Nothing, out of 
Which, as out of a real Material Cauſe, a Thing is Created; which looks indeed 
ſomewhat like a Contradiction: but this is only a Confuſion: of Ideas; juſt like 
Children's imagining that Darkneſs is ſome real Thing, which in the Morning is dri- 
ven away by the, Light, or transformed into it. Whereas the true Notion of Creati- 
on, is not a Forming Something our of Nothing, as out of a Material Cauſe; but 
only a bringing Something into Being, that before had no Being at all; or a cauſing 
Something to Exiſt Now, that did not Exiſt before; or which, without this Cauſe, 
would not have Exiſted; which no Man can ever reduce to a Contradiction, any more 
than the Formation of any Thing into a Shape, which it had not before, can be re- 
duc d to a Contradictioun. RI | 1 | 

Concerning the creation of the World the Doctor writes thus. # That the Uni- 
verſe, the Heavens and the Earth, and all Things that are therein, were created and 


made by God; and this, thro' the Operation of his Son, that Divine Mord, or Wiſe 


dom of the Father, by whom the Scripture ſays that God made the Worlds®: All this 
is very agreeable to ſound unprejudiced Reaſon. That God made the World by the 
Operation of his Son; tho” this could not indeed be known certainly without expreſs 
Revelation; yet it is by no means incredible, or, contrary to right Reaſon. For, 


to the judgment of Reaſon, it is the ſame Thing, whether God made the World 


immediately by himſelf, or mediately by the Miniſtration of à Second Principle. 
And what Plato and his Followers have (aid concerning that Eternal Mind whom 
they frequently ſtile the Miniſter or Workman®* by whom, God framed, all Things; 
proves undeniably thus much ar leaſt, that the DoQtines delivered in Scripture con- 
cerning this Matter, cannot be rejected as inconſiſtent and irreconcileable with right 
Reaſon. | | * 
That, about the ſpace of 6000 Years ſince, the Earth was without Form aud 
void, that is, 4 confuſed Chaos, out of which God Framed this beautiful and uſeful 
Fabrick we now inhabit, and ſtocked it with Seeds of all kinds of Plants, and form- 
ed upon it Man and all other Species of Animals it is now furniſhed with; is alſo 
very agreeable to right Reaſon. For tho' the preciſe Time indeed, when all this was 
done, could not now have been known exactly, without Revelation; yet even at 
this Day, there are remaining many conſiderable and very ſtrong rational Proofs, 
which. make it exceedingly probable, (ſeparate from the Authority of Reyelation,) 
that this preſent Frame and Conſtitution of the Earth, cannot have been of a very 
much longer Date. The Univerſal Tradition deliver d down from all the moſt an- 


cient Nations of the World, both learned and barbarous; the conſtant and agreeing 


Doctrine of all ancient Philoſophers and Poets, concerning the Earth's being formed 
within ſuch a Period of Time, out of Water or a Chaos; the manifold: Abſurdities 
and Contradictious of thoſe few Accounts, which pretend to a greater Antiquity z 
the Number of Men, with which the Earth is at preſent inhabited; the late Origi- 
nal of Learning, and all uſefu! Arts and Sciences; the Impoſſibility, that Deluges, 
or other Accidents, ſhould at certain long Periods have oft-times deſtroyed far the 
_ greateſt! Part of Mankind, with the Memory of all former Actions and Inventions, 
and yet never have happen d to deſtroy them All; the Changes that muſt neceſſarily 
fall out naturally in the Earth, in vaſt length of Time, by the ſinking and waſhing 


* 
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down of Mountains, the Conſumption of Water by Plants, and innutnetable other 
like Accidents; theſe, I ſay, and many more Arguments, drawn from Nahe, Rea- 
ſon and Obſervation, make that Account of the Earth's Formation exceedingly pro- 
bable in itſef, which from the Revelation deliver'd in Scripture Hiſtory we believe to 
be certain. : | 2 120 eis tH 


obus Cay: Fac. Cappellus, ſays that the World was created on the 18th. of April, and the 


Fats. 


Bayle. 


Sun and Moon on the 21ſt. of the ſame Month, for the following Reaſons *. 
1. There being four Cardinal Points on the Ecliptick, or Solar Line, it ſecms 


. reaſonable to imagine that the Sun began his Courſe upon one of them. 


2. He thinks, that the beginning of this Motion ſhould be reckon'd rather from 
one of the Equinoxes, than the Solſtices, becauſe it is more agreeable to the infancy 
of Nature, to be produced under the Temperature of the EquinGxes, than during 
the intemperate Extremes of the Solſtices. PREY ANAT 

3. He conceives, that the Beginning of Things is likelier to be produc'd in the 
Vernal, than in the Autumnal Equinox; becauſe the Spting half Vear is more fa- 
vourable to the Birth of Things, being naturally ordain'd for the Generation and 
Preſervation of them, than the Autumnal half Year, wherein Things decay, corrupt 
and die, and wherein Darkneſs prevails over Light. _ p 3 1 te 

4. The Series of Jubilees and Feſtivals may as conveniently begin from the Ver- 
nal as from the Autumnal Equinox; and ſometimes they do ſo, that is, either from Ni- 
ſan, or the Vernal Equinox, or from Tiſti next following, or the Autumnal Equi- 
nox. | ö 

5. The Series of Annals of Jubilees and Weeks may as conveniently commence 
from the Vernal, as the Autumnal Equinox; and in truth, it docs ſometimes be- 
gin from thence. It begins, I ſay, in my Judgment, either from the Niſan of this 
Year, 4. e. the Vernal Equinox, or from the next preceeding Tiſri, i. e. from the 
Autumnal Equinox. FR | 

When the Total of Years is ſo far agreed on, that a Year or two can neither be ad- 
ded or taken away, the Beginning is much more commodiouſly taken from the 
firſt, than from the ſecond or third Jubilee or Year of Weeks. Now, in this Year, 


which is the firſt both of Jubilee and Weeks, and, for that reaſon, very conveni- 


ent for the Creation of Things; the Vernal and not the Autumnal Equinox falls 
on the fourth Day : Wherefore ſince the great Luminaries were created on the 
fourth Day, it is agrecable to Reaſon to imagine, that we ſhould more properly 
place the Creation on the firſt Day of Aries, than on the firſt Day of Libra. 


Mr. Bayle t in his Account of a French Book, concerning the Creation of the 
World (a), tells us; That the Opinion of the World's being the Product of God, is 
embarraſs d with ſeveral conſiderable Difficulties; firſt, becauſe we have no Idea, 
how A Nothing from all Eternity, can be made to Exiſt, Secondly, as 


there is no Succeſſion in the Duration of God, it is very difficult to conceive 


how the World could be created in Time, for if Time began with the Exiſtence of 


Creatures, it inevitably follows, that Time could not precede their Exiſtence, and 


that Creatures are not ſeperated from Eternity, but by an indiviſible Point, which 
cannot ſufficiently diſtinguiſh an Eternal Being from a Temporary Production. If 
it be anſwer'd, That the World is the Work of God, only with reſpect to its Form, 
and that Matter exiſted from Eternity, as a paſſive Subject of all the Operations 
of God, and as a collateral Principle this involves us in the moſt impious and ab- 
ſurd Suppoſitions imaginable. Our Author therefore omits theſe Diſquiſitions, 
and ſuppoſes, with all Orthodox Divines, that God created Matter, and gave to it 
all its different Forms and Modifications, according to the Manner which we read 
of in the firſt Chapter of Geneſis. It would certainly be a Pleaſure and Satisfaction 
to the Mind, if we could diſcover what Art, and what Laws of Motion reduc'd the 


vaſt Ind formleſs Maſs of Matter, which we call Chaos, into this beautiful and 


perfect Syſtem of the World. It muſt be own'd, that the Moſaicæl Account, how 
perfect ſoever it is, with reſpect to the Degree of Knowledge, which God thought 


* Obſervationes in Gezes, C. 1. V. 14. P. 583. Amſtelodam. 168g, + Nouvelles de la Republique des Let- 
tie. Decemb. 168 5. Tom. 4. P. 1301. (*) Le Monde naiſſant, ou la Creation du Monde, demontrẽe par 
les Princix es trẽs· ſimples & tres-conformes a! Hiſtoire de Moiſe. A Utrecht. 168 5. in 12%, | 
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|  ptoper to communicate to us, is by no means exact, if we regard thoſe Methods and 
Precepts, which the learned preſcribe to a good Hiſtorian. But perhaps we do not 
affix the ſame Ideas to the Terms of Moſes, that he intended; and conſequently tis 
the fault of our own Weakneſs, whenever we find that he gives the ſame Name to 
different Things. Beſides, he is ſo conciſe in his Narration, that he takes up leis 
Paper in deſcribing the Formation of the Univerſe, than our Writers employ in the 


Deſcription of a little Palace.... However, we muſt acknowledge, that this inſpir d 


Writer is ſurprizingly grand and ſublime ; and we may juſtly ſay of his Expreſſions, 
what the Egyptian Magicians ſaid of his Miracles, There is the Finger of God in 


them. His Deſign was not to ſatisfy the Curioſity of every Natural Philoſopher ; 


why then ſhould thoſe Gentlemen expect to find in his Writings, every Thing they 
deſire? The Carteſians indeed value themſelves prodigiouſly, becauſe they imagine 
that he favours their Doctrines; as appears by a Book printed at Lecwarden ſome 
Years ago, entitled Moſes explain d by Des Cartes*, and by another Phyſical Trea- 
tiſe concerning the Creation of the World, publiſhed by M. Mallement de Meſſange, 
at Paris, 1679. The Author, whom we ſpeak of in this Article, is of the ſame 
Opinion, and explains the Account of the Creation according to the Principles of 
AM LOT... 1 | 2 | 
His Work is divided into three Parts: The firſt is concerning the Formation of 


inanimate Beings, under which Name he comprehends Plants. The ſecond Part 


explains the Formation of Beaſts. The third, the Creation of Man. He is not ſo 
much devoted to Des Cartes, but that he believes that the World is finite, and bound- 
ed by the concave Surface of the Empyreal *Heaven ; which our Author ſuppoſes 
to be hard enough to reſiſt all the ſhocks of thoſe included Bodies, which, according to 
the Laws of Mechaniſm, always endeavour to recede from the Center of Motion,--- 
He has a curious Explanation of that Part of Moſes, wherein he tells us, that Light 
was form'd on the firſt Day, and the Stars not till the fourth. The Author ſuppo- 
les that God, having reduc'd Matter to the three Elements of M. Des Cartes, plac'd 


a Sphere of ſubtile Matter in that Point of Space, where the Earth was to ſtand ; that 
this Sphere moving round upon its Centre, determin'd the Matter, that was near it, 


to follow the ſame Motion ; that it form'd many „ r of heterogencous 
Particles, which were impell'd to and fro toward the ſurface of the Sphere, where 


they form d divers Cruſts or Strata, the two uppermoſt of which Strata were Mater 


and Air; that while this little Vortex of the Earth was forming, another Vortex 
was form'd, of a much greater Circumference, which inclos'd that of the Earth; 
and that the Particles of the great Vortex became Ligbt, by their continual Efforts 


to recede, as far as poſſible, from the Center. Wherefore as one half of the Vor- 


tex of the Earth was continually preſs'd by the Particles of the great Vortex, it fol- 
| lows that this was enlighten'd, while the other half was dark. But the Earth, with 


its Atmoſphere, being mov'd round, it follows neceſlarily, that the Surface of this 


little Vortex was ſucceſſively illuminated; ſo that, if we ſuppoſe that this Vortex 
turn'd round in 24 Hours, we may eaſily conceive how it was Day and Night on 
the Earth ſucceſſively, for the ſpace of 24 Hours. If we add, that on the fourth Day, 
God amaſs d together at the Center of this great Vortex, a prodigious Quantity of ve- 
ry ſubtile Matter, which, by its circular Motion, put all the Particles of it into a 
more rapid: Motion, and oblig'd them to recede ſtill farther from the Center; it 
will be eaſily conceived, that the Sun was form'd on the fourth Day, and became 
the principle of a Light vaſtly more bright than that of the former Days.- Our 
Author believes that the Circumference of this Vortex is the Expanſè or Firmament, 
which divides the Waters from the Waters; and this confirms my Obſervation 


that Moſes has given the ſame Name to very different Things; for according to 


this Hypotheſis, he has call'd by the Name of Water, not only that which makes. 
the Sea, but alſo that ſubtile Fluid, which the Carteſians call the Second Ele- 
ment. 


I take an Opportunity from this Article, under Mr. Bayle's Name, to inſett the 


Opinion of the old Manichees concerning the Powers, which created the World; 
which Manicbees, tho they deriv'd their Name from one Manes, yet nevertheleſs 
ow'd their Philoſophy to the ancient Perſian Zoroaſter. I have taken my Extract 
from the third Volume of Mr. Bay/e's Dictionary, in the Article, Manicheans. 
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That, at length, theſe two contending Pr; 


Upon this Partition, the Good Principle obtain d the Priviledge of procuring to Man 
a Thouſand Felicities and Pleaſures from thoſe Laws; but then he conſented to leave 
him expos'd to a Thouſand Sorrows alſo from the fame Laws; and if he conſented. 
| that Moral Good ſhould be found infinitely leſs in Mankind than Moral Evil, he 
* repair d the Damage in ſome other Kind of Creatures, wherein Vice ſhould be much 
leſs than Virtue. For ſince a great Part of Mankind labours. under the Preſſure of 
numberleſs Evils and Misfortunes, and enjoys a very ſmall Proportion of Pleaſure; 
the Manicheaus are of Opinion, that theſe Miſeries, which they have ſuffer'd in an 
Human Shape, ſhall be ſufficiently compenſated to them under another Form. — 

By means of this Agreement, the Chaos was a Paſſive Principle, which was the 
Field of Battle between thoſe two active Principles. | | x Np 


Mr. Whifton's New Theory of the Earth. 


1 2 R. Whiſton, in his Introductory Diſcourſe eoncerving the Genuine Nature, 
X Stile, and Extent of the Moſaic Hiſtory of the Creation, includes the 

. F @. whole Subject of his Diſlertation in the following Propoſition ; The Mo- 

ſaic Creation is not a Nice and Philoſophical Account of the Origin of all Things ; 

but an Hiſtorical and True Repreſentation of the Formation of our ſingle Earth out 

of a confus'd Chaos, and of the ſucceſſive and viſible Changes thereof each Day, till 

it became the Habitation of Mankind This he proves, 1/7, from the Words, In 

the beginning God created the Heaven and the Earth; which he concieves plainly to 

imply, that the Production of all the World out of Nothing, which we uſually ſtile 

Creation; was precedaneous to the fix Days Work:> 24, Becauſe the Words, 

Create, Make, Frame, in Scripture, frequently ſignify no more than the ordering, diſ- 

. poſing, changing, or new Modelling theſe Creatures, which exiſted already, into a differ- 

ent, or better State than they were in before: 34. Becauſe theſe ſynonymous Phraſes, 

The World, or the Heavens, and the Earth, under which the Object of the ſix Days 

Creation is comprehended, are, in the Sacred ſtile, frequently, if not moſtly, to be 

| reſtrain'd to the Terraqueous Globe, with its Air, or Atmoſphere, and other Appur- 

tenances®. - 4. Becauſe that confuſed Maſs, or rude Heap of Heterogeneous Mat- 

ter, which we call the Chaos, extended no farther than the Earth and its Appenda 


ges; which, the following Arguments will ſufficiently demonſtrate. 


| Bag I. If we enquire what Chaos's are or have been ever extant in this viſible World, 
WS. RE we ſhall diſcover no Footſteps of any ſuch Thing, excepting what the Atmoſpbhere 
of a Comet affords us; which our Author concludes to be the Chaos of our Earth, 
deſcrib'd by Moſes .* | 
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- It: The Chaos mention d by Moſes; is by him expreſly call'd The Earth, in Cofi- 


tradiſtinction to The Heavens, or the other Syſtems of the Univerſe; and all its 
Parts taken notice of in the Sacred Hiſtory, appear to belong to our Earth, and no 
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III. The aA, and ancient Chaos could not include the Sun ot fix'd Stars, 
becauſe juſt before the Extraction of Light from it, as tis uſually explain'd, it was 
Dark and Caliginaus; which on ſuch a ſuppoſition, is not conceivable; ſince more 
than nincty nine Parts of an Hundred appear to be fiery -Corpuſcles, and the very ſame. 
from whence all the fix d Stars, or at leaſt the Sun, were conſtituted ; and are now 


the Fountain of all that Light and Heat, which the World bias ever ſince enjoy d b. 


Iv. The now undoubted Property of the-univerſal Gravitation of Matter, con- 


tradicts and overthrows this Fancy of the Heavenly Bodies having been originally in- 
cluded in, and at the Creation, extracted from the Chaos of which we are ſpeaking. 


For, on this Hypotheſis, in caſe they once were mingled with the Parts of the Earth, 


ſince they are now at immenſe Diſtances from it, they muſt have fled off every 


Way from their former Place, and in a ſmall Space of Time have thrown them- 


ſelves to thoſe vaſtly remote Seats, which they have ever ſince poſlelsd, Now if 
inſtead of this Vis Centripeta, a Vis Centrifuga ; inſtead of a mutual Attraction, a 
mutual Repulſe or Avoidance were found to be the ſtanding unchang'd Law of Na- 
ture, and Property of Matter, this might have look d like a poſlible, at leaſt, if 
not a probable Hypotheſis ; and the whole Order of Nature, ever ſince need not 
have been contradicted in this primary Formation of Things. But ſince the con- 
trary Force, That, I mean, of mutual Tendency, Attraction or Gravitation obtains, 
and that, as far as we have any means of knowing, ' univerſally, which Sir Iſaac 
Newton has demonſtrated, there is no Room or Foundation in Nature for ſuch an 
Imagination. ; 20 2: 933A | 111 40 Ar 


v. This Fancy, that the Heavenly Bodies proceeded originally from the Terreſtri- 
al Chaos, and caſt themſelves off from it every way, ſuppoſcs the Earth to be the 
Center of the World, or of all that Syſtem of Bodies; and they plac'd in a Kind of 
Circumference every way about it; which is inconſiſtent with the univerſally receivd 


©. 
he 


The Moſaic Creation, is confin'd to our Earth and its Appurtenances, becauſe 
otherwiſe the Time of the Creation of cach Body was ſo extremely diſproportionate 
to the Work it ſelf, as is perfectly irreconcileable to the Divine Wiſdom of its Cre- 
ator, and to the Accounts of the Works themſelves, as they are ſet down by Mo- 
ſes e. For in the Vulgar Expoſition of the firſt Chapter of Genes, our Author re- 
ere, . 057 oy nog WARE 

1. The Length of the Day uſually aſſign d, is whally diſproportionate to the 
Buſineſs done upon it. ciel 28 45 upd 2100919; 

2. While the works of each of the other Days are Single, diſtinct, and of a Sort, 
the Third Day has two quite different, nay almoſt incompatible Works aſſign d to it, 
Lig. the Diſtinction of the Terraqueous Globe into Scas and dry Land; and the 
Production of the entire Vegetable Kingdom.] 3 | 

3. The Earth with its Furniture, how inconſiderable a Body ſoever it be, takes 
up four entire Days, at leaſt, of thoſe ſax, which were allotted tò the whole Crea- 
tion; whilſt the Sun, Moon, and Stars, thoſe vaſtly. greater and more conſidera- 
ble Bodies, are crowded into one ſingle Day together. | 


The vulgar Scheme of the Moſaic Creation, beſides the Di(proportion as to 
Time, repreſents all Things from firſt to laſt ſo diſorderly, confuſedly, and unphilo- 


ſophically, that tis entirely diſagrecable to the Wiſdom and Perfection of God. 
I. Bodies alike in Nature have here an unlike Otiginal. Our Earth is one of the 


Planets, and in all Reaſon belonging to their Formation; yet ſhe is the Subject 


of the Second, Third, Fifth, and Sixth Days Work, while the reſt are included 
in the Fourth Day,  _ 33 . Wo 5 
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2. Bodies unlike in Nature have a like Original, The Sun, a glorious Body of | 
Light, with his Fellows the Fix d Stats, are join nd in the Fourth . wich che 


Opake and dark Globes the Planets. 
3. Bodics moſt conſiderable in themſelves have the moſt lnconf adde Acotwats 


iven of them. This is very obvious in that mighty Ado about our poor Earth, 


| while the vaſtly greater and nobjer Bodics of the Sun and Stars are ſcarce raken any 
notice of. 


4. No Bodies but the Earth have either Time for, or Particulars of, the Forms 


tion of the ſeveral Parts aſſign d. 


5. The Light appears before the Creation of the Sun, from whence it dv Z 
that being the Work of the Firſt, this of the Fourth Day. | 

6. The Evacuation of the Channel of the Ocean, and the Elevation of he 
Mountains, is unnatural and indecent. For when the Earth was at firſt even, and 
cover'd with Waters, Expoſitors imagine, that God, as it were, digg'd a vaſt 


Channel for the Ocean, and heav'd away the Earth, and plac'd it on all Parts of 


the Globe, to make the Mountains. (a) 


The Moſaic Creation does not extend beyond this Earth, becauſe the alone 
Final Cauſe of all therein contained, is the Advantage of Mankind, the Inhabi- 
tant thereof, The former part our Author takes. for granted 3 and the Con- 
ſequence therefore he conceives to be natural and neceſſary; for he imagines it 
to be abſurd to ſuppoſe that all the vaſt and glorious Syſtems of the fixd. wn ä 
were made only for the Uſe of Man, (5) | 


The Moſaic Creation extends no further! than our Earth, and is os 
other Nature than is here aflign'd z becauſe neither the Intentions of the Au- 
thor required, nor the Capacities of the People could bear either a ſtrictly Philo- 
ſophical, or a truly Univerſal Account of the Origin of Things. (c) and becauſe the 
Deluge and Conflagration, whoſe Boundaries are the ſame with that of the Moſaich 
Saen, extend no further. (4) | 
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** IL Hypotheſes, 


1. The * Chaos, the Origin of our Earth, was the Armoſphere of a 
Comet. (e 
2. Tho the Annual Motion of the Earth eammebed at the Beginning of the 
Moſaic Creation; yet its Diurnal Rotation did not till after the Fall of Man. 92 
3. The Patriarchal, or moſt Antient Antediluvian Year mention 'd in 
Scripture, began at the Autumnal Equinox 1 | 


Book III. Phenomena. Chap. 1: 

I. All thoſe particular ſmall Bodies, of which our habitable Earth is now 
compos d, were originally in a mix d, confus'd, fluid, and uncertain Con- 
dition; without any Order or Re 2 It was an Earth without Horm 
and Void: had Darkneſs ſpread over 1 . of its Aus; and in my was, 


what it has been ever ſtil d, a perfect C ns 
II. The Formation of this bn or > * Chang of that Chaos into an habi- 
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ible World, was not 4 mere Reſult from any neceſſary Laws of Mechaniſm in- | "TY 
30 dently on the Divine Power; but was the proper Effect of the Iafluenee . 3 
and Interpoſition, and all along under the peculiar Care and Providence of 1 4 


Un. The Days of the Creation, and that of Reſt; had their Beginning in the 3 
IV. At the Time imimediately preceding the Six Days Creation, the Face of 
the Abyſs, or Superior Regions of the Chaos, were involy'd in a thick Darkneſs. . 


v. The viſible Part of the firſt Day's Work, was the Production of Light, ot We 
ss ſucceſſive Appearance to all the Parts of the Earth; with the conſequent di- 9 | 
5 ſeinction of Darkneſs and Light, Night and Day, upon the Face of it. | We 


VI. The viſible part of the Second Day's Work was the Elevation of the Air, 
with all its contained Vapours; the ſpreading it for an Expanſum aboye the 
Earth; and the Diſtinction thence ariſing of Superior and Inferior Waters, the former 
conſiſting of thoſe Vapours, rais'd and ſuſtain'd by the Air; the latter of ſuch as 
either were encloſed in the Pores, Interſtices, and Bowels of the Earth, or lay up- 
on rheSurface thereof. | 

VII. The viſible Parts of the third Day's Work were two; the former, the "I 
Collection of the inferior Waters, or ſuch as were now under the Heaven; | 
into the Seas, with the conſequent appearance of the dry Land; the latter, the 
Production of Vegetables our of that Ground ſo lately become dry. 1 


Vnt. The Fourth Day's Work was the placing the Heavenly Bodies, Sun, 
Moon, and Stars, in the Expanſum or Firmament, i. e. the rendring them Viſible 
and Conſpicuous on the Face of the Earth: together with their ſeveral Aſſigna- 
tions to their reſpective Offices there. | 505 


. The Fifth Day's Work was the Production of Fiſh and Fowl out of the 
Waters; with the Benediction beſtow'd on them, in order to their Propaga- 
tion. | F 8 5 


X. The Sixth Day's Work was the Production of all the Terreſtrial or Dry- 
Land Animals : and that in a different Manner. For the Brute Beaſts were produc'd 
out of the Earth, as the Fiſh, and Fowl had been before out of the Waters. 
But after that the Body of Adam was form'd of the Duſt of the Ground; and 
by the Breath of Life breath'd into him. in .a peculiar Manner , he became a 
Living Soul. Some Time after which, on the ſame Day, he was caſt into a deep 5 
Sleep, and Eve was form'd of a Rib taken from his Side. | 


Mr. Whiſton * proves from the Nature of ſeveral Articles of Moſes's Cteation, 
that the whole could not be form'd in Six Days ; and he maintains from Reaſon and 
by Scriptural Proofs, that the Word Days ſignifies Tears; and that the Earth was 

not perfected but in this laſt Space of Time, reckoning from the firſt Moment. 
wherein God, the firſt Mover, gave his Laws and Commands to the Chaotic 
Matter, to moye, ſeparate, and circulate. Oo Ss ö | 
| The ingenious Author of the Travels of Cyrus, in his Diſtourſe upon the Theo- ranir: 
a togy of the Ancients (a), having mention d the Opinion of Plato concerning | 
the Creation, makes the following Rematks. That Truth, ſays he, however in- 
comprehenſible it may appear to finite Minds, does yet imply no Contradiction. 
In reality, when God creates, he does not draw a Being out of Nothing, as out 
of a Subject upon which he works; but he makes ſomething exiſt, which did not 
exiſt before. The Idea of infinite Power neceſſarily ſuppoſes that, of being able 
to produce new Subſtances, as well as new Forms, To make a Subſtance exiſt, 
which did not exiſt before, has nothing in it more inconeciyable, than the making 
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* Agrgzeinrx of the Work. \ 
a: Form exiſt, which was not before; for in both Caſes, there is a new Being 
- produc'd ; and whatever Difficulties there are in conceiving the Paſſage from No- 
_ thing to Being, they are as puzzling in the one as in the other. As theretare it 
cannot be denied but that there is 4 moving Power, tho we do not conceiye 
how it acts; ſo neither muſt we deny that there is a Creating Power; becauſe 
we have not a clear Idea of it. 1 ff.. 

T © prevent any ill Conſequinces, which may ariſe, from thoſe Freedoms, 
that ſome of the foremention'd Authors bave taken, in their Remarks, on the 
Firſt Chapter of Geneſis; and to prevent any ill Impreſſions, which Opinions of 


o 
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- PatLosopnteRs, HisToR1ANs, or Pots, may make on unwary Readers, in disfa- 


vour of Holy Writ ; I have ſubjoyn'd Mr. LtsLEy's Four famous general Argu- 
ments, in Defence. of the Truth and Certainty of Mosts's Hiſtory ; which Argu- 
ments, carrying demonſtrable force, along with them, are a [roof ſufficient 10 
puerthrow ail and every particular Objettion, that may be raiſed againſt Moſes 
or any other inſpird Writer. | ID | q 
MY Method, ſays Mr. LesLEy (a) to a Deiſt, is, .fir/# to lay down ſuch RULES, 
as to the Truth of Matters of Fact, in General, that where they All meet, ſuch 
Matters of Fact cannot be falſe: And then, Secondly, to ſhew that all theſe 
RULES do meet in the Matters of Fact of Moſes. The RULES are theſe : 
FIRST, That the Matters of Fat# be ſuch as Mens outward Senſes, their 
Eyes and Ears, may be Fudges of it, Secondly, That it be done publickly, in the 
Face of the World: Thirdly, That not only publick Monuments be kept up, in 
Memory of it, but ſome outward Actions, to be perform'd. Fourthly, That fuch 


Monuments, or ſuch Actions, or Obſervances, be inſtituted, and do commence, 


from the Time, that a Matter of Fact was done. | 
The two. firſt RULES make it impoſſible, for any ſuch Matter of Fa to be 
impos d upon Men, at the Time, when ſuch Matter of act was ſaid to be done; 
becauſe every Man's Eyes and Senſes would contradict it. Therefore it only re- 
mains, that ſuch Matter of Fact might be invented ſome Time after, when the 
Men of that Generation, wherein the Thing was ſaid to be done, are all paſt 
and gone; and the Credulity of After-Ages might be impos d upon to believe, 
that Things were done in Former Ages, which were not. And for this the 
two laſt RULES ſecure us, as much as the two firſt RULES, in the former 
Caſe; for whenever ſuch @ Matter of Fact came to be invented, if not only 
Monuments were ſaid to remain of it, but likewiſe that publick Actions and Ob- 
ſervances were conſtantly us'd, ever ſince the Matter of Fact was ſaid to be done, 
the Deceit muſt be detected, by no ſuch Monuments - appearing, and by the Ex- 
perience of every Man, Woman, and Child, who muſt know, that no ſuch Actions 
or Obſervances were usd by them. : 1 
Mr. Lefley now proceeds to ſhew, that the Matters of Fact of Moſes (and 
of Chriſt) have all theſe RULES or Marks aforemention d; and that neither the 
Matters of Fact of Mahomet, or what is reported of the Heathen Deities, have 
the like; and that no Iinpoſturèe can haye them all. | 


PM TORT PT. 


It is needleſs, to acquaint the Reader, that I might have quoted a great many 
more Authors, than I have mention'd; and that I might have inſerted much more, 
from the Works of thoſe, whom I have produc'd, than what I, offer to the Pub- 
lick: But, I expect to eſcape the Cenſure of Omiſſion, becauſe I have printed the 
largeſt Spec:men, that I ever yet met with; and as to thoſe Perſons, who ſhall ac- 
count me too prolix, they will find my Apology for it, in the Introduction. 

I have many Things to offer concerning this Hecimen, and the whole Work, 
which TI ſhall trouble the World with, on proper Occaſions; leaving the Reader, 
in the mean Time, at Liberty, to paſs his nes INGO on my Performance, and 
to promote or diſcourage the Progreſs of this Work as he thinks fit; recommend- 
ing him to the Grace of God. Amen. 
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